
 1 

        The Bethel Beacon     

Bethel United Methodist Church                                        November - December, 2013 

 

                                                       
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                Why Advent Is  
               So Important 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      None of us are strangers to the stress of the winter holiday 
season. No doubt retailers have begun to remind you that 
Christmas is coming. Tis the season to ensure that you buy 
gifts for all the right people – you’re worst nightmare being a 
disappointed child. So you spend some quality time in crowded 
stores looking for the right presents, often going over budget 
and waiting in long lines to pay for them. Once purchased you 
have to assemble them if necessary, wrap them and get the 
proper ones in the mail in enough time to reach their respective 
destinations. You also have to get enough cards for everyone 
who’s not on the gift list and get them in the mail.  Betwixt 
all the shopping, wrapping, and mailing you need to find the 
time to bring up that big box of decorations and hang them, 
set up the tree and trim it. Let’s not forget the holiday 
pageants and the office parties, which oft include the “Secret 
Santa” gift exchange time. If you’re getting together with 
family, there are travel arrangements to be made, suitcases to 
be packed, and possible delays at the airport. If you’ve got 
family coming to town, you need to clean up the house and 
prepare the guest room. You must be sure to stay healthy 
amidst all this preparation to ensure that you are healthy 
enough to attend all the celebrations and festivities for which 
you’ve been planning so hard.  
    Frankly, I enjoy this time of year, shopping and all. But I 
wonder if we’ve completely lost touch with the Christian 
meaning of the season, which begins not on Black Friday at 
midnight in the shopping malls and department stores, but on 
the fourth Sunday before Christmas, the beginning of the 
Advent season. Advent is a tradition dating all the way back 
to the eighth century that commemorates the coming of Christ, 
past and future. Worship usually includes the reading of 
Hebrew prophecies of the coming messiah (in Greek, Christ), 
the story of the angel Gabriel coming to Mary with the news 
that she will be the mother of the Christ child, and prophecies 
concerning the Second Coming (in Latin, adventus) of Christ. 
Advent is a time when we remember our need for a Savior, 

who comes to save us from sin and death, and who will come 
again at the end of history to reign in God’s kingdom on earth 
as it is in heaven. Traditions include the Advent wreath and 
the lighting of the candles, which was a custom adopted from 
the people of northern Europe, and the Advent calendar 
which originated in Germany in the late nineteenth century. 
   Unlike the modern seasonal tradition of preparing, of 
getting everything bought and arranged and scheduled before 
the Christmas deadline, Advent is about waiting - patiently 
waiting. The people of Israel waited for centuries for their 
messiah to come, enduring hardships and persecution along the 
way. And though Jesus’ resurrection confirms our salvation 
through faith and Christ dwells in us through the Holy Spirit, 
we wait for the “a new heaven and a new earth” (Revelation 
21:1) and the day that Christ will reign not only in our hearts 
but over all creation.  
    Unlike the modern holiday season where we stress over all 
that we must do to prepare for Christmas, Advent is about 
what God has done and will do for us. It’s about a Savior 
coming to a people who could not save themselves. Advent 
reminds us that our salvation ultimately concerns God’s 
actions, not our own. 
    Finally, Advent is not just about our circle of friends and 
family. As we spend our time, money and energy on gifts and 
festivities for those nearest and dearest to us, we often forget 
that there are people outside of our circle who have no family, 
perhaps no friends, and for whom Christmas is a very lonely 
time of year. Advent is about God’s gift to all people. Jesus is 
everyone’s friend, and all are invited to celebrate his arrival! 
    So I recommend that you get into the Advent Spirit, by 
starting each day in prayer, reminding yourself what 
Christmas is really about – God’s gift to us in Christ. When 
we reflect upon the gift that is already given us, all the stress 
we experience in our mad rush to prepare for Christmas 
evaporates.  
     
Yours in Christ, 
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November 2013 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

     1 
6 a.m. prayers 

2 
5:00 Worship 

3 
Daylight Savings Time 
begins 
11:00 Worship 

4 
6 a.m. prayers 

5 
Election Day 
6 a.m. prayers 
Lectionary Bible Study 
7 p.m. at 241 Bethel 

6 
6 a.m. prayers 

7 
6 a.m. prayers 
2 p.m. SICC @  

8 
6 a.m. prayer 
CRANBERRY FESTIVAL 
Turkey dinner 4-9 pm 

9 
CRANBERRY FESTIVAL 
8 a.m. – 3 p.m.  
5:00 Worship 
6 p.m. dinner  
7 p.m. movie 

10 
9:45 Team Bethel 
11:00 Worship 

11 
VETERANS DAY 
6 a.m. prayers 

12 
Pastor out of town 

13 
Pastor out of town  

14 
Pastor out of town 

15 
6 a.m. prayers 
Project Hospitality 
shelter meal 

16 
5:00 Worship 

17 
Joshua Ciarlante’s 
baptism 
9:45 Team Bethel 
11:00 Worship 

18 
6 a.m. prayers 
 

19 
6 a.m. prayers 
Trustees meeting 2:30 
Lectionary Bible Study  
7 p.m. at 241 Bethel 

20 
6 a.m. prayers  
South Shore Methodist 
Council (@ St. Mark’s) 
11 a.m. 
Church Council 7:30 pm 

21 
6 a.m. prayers 

22  
6 a.m. prayers 
  

23 
5 p.m. Worship 
 

24 
NEW MEMBER 
CELEBRATION 
11:00 Worship 
Team Bethel leads 

25 
6 a.m. prayers 

26 
6 a.m. prayers 

27 
6 a.m. prayers 

28    6 a.m. prayers 

         
     Thanksgiving!  

29 
   
6 a.m. prayers 

30 
5 p.m. Worship 
6 p.m. dinner  
7 p.m. movie 

December 2013 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday  

1 
1st Sunday of Advent 
9:45 Team Bethel 
11:00 a.m. worship 
Holy Communion 

2 3 
6 a.m. prayers 
Lectionary Bible Study  
7 p.m. at 241 Bethel 

4 
6 a.m. prayers 

5 
6 a.m. prayers 

6 
 6 a.m. prayers 

7 
5 p.m. Worshi 

8 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
9:45 Team Bethel 
11:00 a.m. worship 

9 
6 a.m. prayers 

10 
6 a.m. prayers 
Lectionary Bible Study  
7 p.m. at 241 Bethel 

11 
6 a.m. prayers 

12 
6 a.m. prayers 

13 
6 a.m. prayers 

14 
Children’s  
Christmas Party 5 pm 
 

15 
9:45 Team Bethel 
11:00 Worship 

16 
6 a.m. prayers 
 

17 
6 a.m. prayers 
Lectionary Bible Study  
7 p.m. at 241 Bethel 

18 
6 a.m. prayers 
 

19 
6 a.m. prayers 
 

20 
6 a.m. prayers 
 

21 
5 p.m. Worship 

22 
11:00 Worship 
Christmas Choir 
Christmas Pageant 
Pot luck at Parsonage 

23 
6 a.m. prayers 
 

24 
6 a.m. prayers 
Christmas Eve Service 
at 7:00 p.m.  
 

25    CHRISTMAS DAY! 

                    

26 
6 a.m. prayers 

27 
6 a.m. prayers 
 

28 
5 p.m. Worship 
6 p.m. dinner  
7 p.m. movie 

29 
9:45 Team Bethel 
11:00 Worship 
Team Bethel leads 

30 
6 a.m. prayers 

31 
6 a.m. prayers 
Watch Night Service 
@ Rossville 11 p.m.             

   

All events are held at Bethel United Methodist Church unless indicated.

 

     What’s on the Radar?     
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lectionary Readings for November - December, 2013 
November 2-3 November 9-0 November 16-17 November 23-24 December 1-2 December 7-8 December 14-15 December 21-22 December 28-29 

Hab.1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Ps. 119:137-144 
2 Thess.1:1-4, 
               11-12 
Luke 19:1-10 

Hag. 1:15b-2:9 
Psalm 145:1-5, 
                  17-21 
2 Thess. 2:1-5 
                  13-17      
Luke 20:27-38 

Isaiah 65:17-25 
Isaiah 12 
2 Thess. 3:6-13 
Luke 21:5-19 

Jer. 23:1-6 
Luke 1:68-79 
Col. 1:11-20 
Luke 23:33-43 

Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 
Rom. 13:11-14 
Matt. 24:36-44 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Ps. 72:1-7, 18-19 
Rom. 15:4-13 
Matt. 3:1-12  

Isaiah 35:1-10 
Luke 1:47-55 
James 5:7-10 
Matt. 11:2-11 

Isaiah 7:10-16 
Ps. 80:1-7, 17-19 
Romans 1:1-7 
Matthew 1:18-25 

Isaiah 63:7-9 
Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2:10-18 
Matt. 2:13-23 
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Bethel News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In Loving Memory 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

EC Toth 

July 11
th
, 1934  September 1

st
, 2013  

 

 

As her daughter Deborah said, 
ñMomôs life was all about 
Bethel.ò Whether it was 
preparing coffee for social hour 
or selling ads in the Cranberry 
Journal or promoting 
renovations to the building, EC 
was always involved in some 
way with Bethel. What endeared 
her the most to others was her 
genuine care and concern for 
the people around her. She was 
never one to take center stage, 
but she was always ready to 
initiate a conversation with a 
sincere inquiry: ñHow are you?ò 
ñHowôs your mother?ò Howôs 
James?ò And it was never 
merely a polite inquiry; EC 
really cared a lot about you, 
about friends, about family. If 
you were blessed to know her 
well, you came to appreciate her 
wry sense of humor and her 
honesty. In no uncertain terms 
she could let you know that she 
meant business, but she was 
never so serious that she 
couldnôt laugh or joke about it 
afterwards. We miss you, EC!  

                       Upcoming Birthdays  

 

 

 %Y_eYj (]a\]d»............November 2
nd
         "eq %Â0jYrag»»ºº»»%][]eZ]j æ

th
 

 $jaklaYf 1]jmddg»»ºººº»November 2
nd
         -gja -YeZ]jlkgf»»ºº»%][]eZ]j æ

th
 

 Gabriella Ciarlante»ºººº.November 15
th
        7a[cq 3an]dda»»»»º.»%][]eZ]j âá

st
 

 "d]pak -YeZ]jlkgf»ºº»/gn]eZ]j áæ
th
        /Yf[q 'gj\»»ººººººººº»º%][]eZ]j âã

rd
  

 Gloria Shaw..............»..November 22
nd
        +Y\Y +Yfna]j»»»»ºº»º%][]eZ]j âç

th
  

 (]gj_] +]fk]f»»º».»November 28
th
  

 If your birthday is in November or December but not listed here, please call (718) 984-
1277 or email bumcsi@verizon.net and inform the pastor. 

  

Special Birthdays for Special Members    
 

Three of Bethelôs longest active members celebrated birthdays in 
September and October. Wally Eagle turned 90 on September 
9th, Gordon Ekstrand turned 91 on September 29th, and Mildred 
Ekstrand turned 94 on October 26th.  Each of them celebrated 
with family. We all partook of birthday cake during social hour at 
the church on the Sunday closest to their birthdays.  
Wally Eagle has worshipped at Bethel since he was a child. He 
was baptized and confirmed at Bethel. He went on to serve the 
church in various ways. Wally was church sextant for many 
years, a Sunday School teacher for 6-7 years, and served the 
Project Hospitality shelter meal monthly for 11 years! He also 
served as an usher for around 20 years ï in those days, 
according to Wally, ushers had to wear black suits and ties. 
Those were the days!  
Gordon Ekstrand also grew up in Bethel ï as did his parents 
and grandparents. Gordon was confirmed at Bethel and served 
as Sunday School secretary for many years where he was 
responsible for keeping track of attendance and offerings. 
Gordon also served as secretary of the Trustees for twelve years 
and Memorial Committee President. Gordon still serves Bethel 
as the head greeter. 
Mildred Ekstrand started serving in the Society for Christian 
Service at Bethel when she was eighteen years old. She also 
served as a Sunday School Teacher for eighteen years. Gordon 
and Mildred fell in love while she was a teacher and he was the 
Sunday School Secretary. They are currently celebrating their 
59th year of marriage. Mildred is one of the founders of our 
Cranberry Festival. Prior to the Cranberry Festival, Bethel held a 
crafts fair, but diminishing interest led her and Pastor Will Nichols 
to come up with an alternative. Mildred recognized that the 
women of Bethel were the best cooks on the South Shore, and 
so she organized a new fair to replace the craft fair. About 
seventy pounds of cranberries were purchased for the first 
Cranberry Festival; now we process about 400 pounds! Mildred 
is ever-humble regarding her involvement in the Cranberry 
Festival, crediting its success to the commitment of our men and 
women to organize and implement the entire affair, but if you ask 
anyone whoôs been around for awhile how the festival became so 
successful, they would tell you it had a lot to do with ñMiss Milly.ò  
 

mailto:bumcsi@verizon.net


 4 

(More) Bethel News 
 Joshua Ciarlante  
to Be Baptized  

 
 
 

On November 17 th , our youngest new 
Bethelite will be brought into the fold. 
Joshua Robert Ciarlante , born on August 
14th  to Gabriella and Jason Ciarlante, will 
receive the sacrament of Holy Baptism 
during morning worship service . Please 
join us in celebration as we welcome a 
new child into Christõs Church.    

 

New Member Celebration 
Scheduled  This Month  

 

 

On November 24 th  we are pleased 
to welcome twelve new members 
to Bethel UMC. The Cipully family 
and the Perullo family have been 
coming to Bethel for about a year 
and have decided to make us their 
home church. We are also pleased 
to have Alissa Stapleton and her 
daughter Sophia joining us. Last 
but not least, Samantha Christian, 
who was among the first 
Hurricane Sandy volunteers to 
stay at Bethel, has relocated to 
New York and would like to make 
Bethel her ch urch family . 
We are overjoyed that they are to 
become part of the family and look 
forward to years of friendship, 
fellowship, worship and ministry 
together!  
 

 

Bethel to Serve as Host Site 
to South Shore CSA 

 

 
 
 
 

Beginning in May, Farmer John Krueger 

will be delivering fresh, organic fruits and 

vegetables to Bethel UMC where they will 

be distributed to members of the South 

Shore Community Supported Agriculture 

Association (SSCSA). On October 16
th
 a 

community meeting was held at Bethel to 

explain how a CSA works and answer 

questions. Staten Island currently hosts 

one CSA on the North Shore, but there 

appears to be enough interest on the island 

to support a mid-island CSA (hosted by 

Christ Lutheran Church on Cleveland 

Avenue) and one on the South Shore (@ 

Bethel). For more information, or to 

register, visit them on Facebook at   

https://www.facebook.com/SouthShoreCSA . 

A Season of Giving 
 

Christmas is a season of giving as we reflect upon 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ς Jesus the Christ. While 
Christmas is a time when most of us receive more 
than we could ever want, others hardly receive 
what they need. Aside from the charities we 
support year-round, there are others that we serve 
in the coming months: 
Operation Christmas Child brings joy to children 
around the world. If you would like to support this 
program, special boxes and packing instructions 
are located in our fellowship hall. Boxes will be 
collected at the church on November 17th.  
ThŜ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜ needs toys and 
clothing items for their children. There is a box in 
the front of the sanctuary where you can deposit 
gifts ς a list of acceptable donations can be found 
on their website (http://www.chowc.org) or on the 
bulletin boards in the entrance hall and social hall. 
Deadline for receiving items is December 8th 
Project Hospitality collects winter clothing (jackets, 
scarves, gloves, caps, flannel shirts, and thermal 
underwear) for people of all ages. Toys and books 
are also needed for children. All items should be 
new, unwrapped, and deposited in the Project 
IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōƻȄ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Home collection box located at the front of the 
sanctuary no later than December 15th. You may 
also support Project Hospitality by attending the 
tƻƻǊ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ. For info and reservations call 
Anita Yuen at 718-448-1544.  
The Red Stocking Campaign organized by the 
Methodist Hospital in Brooklyn in 1925 is the oldest 
fundraising drive in the country. This program helps 
us provide charity medical care for those who are 
uninsured or under-insured. The Sunday School will 
collect a special offering on December 8th to 
support this campaign. You may also support them 
by attending their Red Stocking Soirée on 
November 20th. For more info, call  718.780.5343.  
You may also support the South Shore Food Pantry 
by simply bringing your nonperishable food items 
to Bethel and putting them in the basket just inside 
the front door. We are also looking for volunteers 
to help with the Project Hospitality Shelter Meal to 
be served on November 15th. For more information, 
call the church at 718-984-1277.  
May your Christmas be blessed through the 
blessings you give others.  

 
  

      

  

A Time to For Thanksgiving and Visioning: 
Where We Stand in our Restoration Campaign 

Two years ago, Bethel received a facelift: the peeling stucco on the front of the church 

demanded immediate attention, and rather than doing a simple patch job, we decided to redo 

ÔÈÅ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÉÎ ÒÅÄ ÂÒÉÃËÆÁÃÅȟ ÔÈÕÓ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÉÔȭÓ ÐÒÅ-1970s appearance. At the same 

time, and due in part to a generous legacy from Robert Cox, we moved forward in restoring 

the front window which was in serious disrepair. We enthusiastically began to solicit 

ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭÓ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÏÐÅÓ ÏÆ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÉckfacing, restoring the 

stained glass windows in the sanctuary, making the building wheelchair-accessible, and 

making other modifications designed to address the needs of the church as well as the 

community.  

Then came Sandy. As a church we supported hundreds of volunteers from all over the country 

who came to help Staten Islanders recover from the devastation. As many as forty people 

ÓÌÅÐÔ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÎ ÁÎÙ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÎÉÇÈÔȟ ÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÌÏÎÇ ÄÁÙÓ ÏÆ ȰÍÕÃËÉÎÇ ÏÕÔȱ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÍÏÖÉÎÇ 

ÄÅÂÒÉÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÈÏÍÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ while we received generous financial support for our 

hospitality, our time and energy shifted from building restoration to island restoration. 

Yet this diversion offered us a chance to reflect and begin a prayerful discernment and 

visioning process with regards to the future needs of Bethel and the community. We began to 

ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ȰÔÈÅ ÂÉÇ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÍÕÓÔ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÒÅÌÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈȢ 

The growth in worship attendance and the rebirth of our Sunday School are positive signs for 

tÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ "ÅÔÈÅÌȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÓÕÓÔÁÉÎ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÂÅÉÎÇ Á ÖÅÒÙ ȰÈÏÍÅÙȱ ÁÎÄ 

ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÂÌÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ "ÕÔ ÁÓ ×Å ÇÒÏ×ȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÁÃÃÏÍÍÏÄÁÔÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ, and wÅȭÌÌ 

need to address issues of parking and ways to accommodate more than one or two people 

who are in wheelchairs. These are big issues that require serious  prayer and discussion. And 

ÓÏ ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ 2ÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ #ÁÍÐÁÉÇÎȟ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÉÆÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÉÎ 

a way that brings glory to God through addressing the long-term needs of the community. We 

encourage you to continue to support us in prayer and in your gifts. Any donations should be 

mailed to the church attention: Restoration Fund, and we thank you for all that you do!  

https://www.facebook.com/SouthShoreCSA
http://www.chowc.org/


 5 

Our Covenant   
To faithfully share our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service,  

and our witness to the glory of our Lord and Savior  Jesus Christ

 
Our Prayers 

 

òPray without ceasing.ó   (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 
 
 
 
 
 

When you start praying for others, it can be hard to stop. The 

needs around us are daunting. But God hears our cries and 

promises to answer (Matthew 7:7), though not always in the 

way we want him to answer. Pray in faith for God to help those 

we love who are currently going through difficult times:  Please 

pray for Tom Ryan, Lori Lambertson, Leslie Alleyne, Avante 

Oquendo, Alex Henoumont, our Sunday School, Tracy Reilly-

Nelson, Sarah Hatele, Kathy Nix, Elaine Rogers, John 

Sambataro, Butch Buchinski, Loretta Eagan,  Kenneth Bae, 

Mark Barringer, Julie Torres and her father, Donna Bergrin, 

Marian Johnson, Judy & Jeff Adolph, Al Gundersheimer, Roy 

Redman, Vickey Lorenz, Al Gaspari, Marion McNally, Tony 

Ferreri, Taylor Bauerlein, Luke Saunders, Frank Caldwell,  

Fabio Salas, Veronica Bartels, Jean Houston, Wally and Gloria 

Eagle, Gemma Riley, Rose Alaimo, Karen Eagan, Eileen Guterl, 

Rose Pane, Karen Jensen, the Gorsky family, Evelyn Vinicomb, 

Phil Chavez, Danny, Tom Deluca, Elie Silverman, Phyllis 

Popson, Taya Johnson, Trish Noativita, Dawn & Bob, Elazio 

Garcia, Madelaine Hebranko and family, Stephen Carroll, Rose 

Marie De Norio, Hilly Zusi, Lorraine DõOrazio, Linda Caldwell, 

Roshawn Hernandez, Margaret & Maureen Plunkett, Tara 

Beaumont, Janet Gale, Hector & Yvonne Rivera, Dan Rudolph, 

Michael Fuchs, Lee, Charles Hoerner, Camille Maurino, 

Francisco Taylor, Mabel Lagno, Larry Hartnett, Gordon & 

Mildred Ekstrand, Alissa Refano, Louis Gonzalez, Mary Dyer, 

Gladys Dahlquest, Joy & Janet,  Rudy Geiger, Hector Ortiz, 

Diane Gerardi, Paul Lol Norden, Valerie Espinoza, Naz Sael, 

Hilja VanPelt, The Higgins family, Luis Ventura, Danielle S., 

Nicole Jensen, Shirley Blauth, Anula Perera, Eladio Garcia, 

Richard, Jimmy Hills, Beth Cherrick, Don & Carol Josey, Elise 

Weiser, Peter Rocchio, Robert Helbig, Pearl Ameduri, John 

Gelles, Bill Carmeron, Caroline Hockins, Marion Iatauro, Carol 

Plumb, Ann Reimenschneider, the people of Haiti, the people 

of Syria, the Iglesia Colombiana Metodist, the Coptic Church, 

the people of North & South Korea, the people of Egypt, those 

in prison, our elected officials, those struggling for human 

rights, those who are seeking employment, ourservice  

members, veterans, and their families.    

 
 

 

Our Presence 
òSo that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.ó ( 

  Romans 15:6) 
 

The Church is not complete without you in it. God created 
us for one another, and when we come together as a 
community we encourage one another by simply being 
together. In community we minister to one another as 
others minister to us.  

 

Our Gifts 

     òBring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there  
       may be food in my house, and thus put me to the  
       test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open  
       the windows of heaven for you and pour down for  
       you an overflowing blessing.ó (Malachi 3:10) 
 

Okay, let me say right off the bat that this is not a promise of 
return on investment. As God gives to us out of 
unconditional love, we should be similarly motivated. 
Though we canõt possibly match what God gives to us daily, 
Scripture indicates that one tenth of what you bring in should 
be given to God. Imagine how much good could be done in 
the world and in our local community if every Christian gave 
one tenth of his or her income to their church! 
 

      Our Service 
    òFor the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of  

      lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who is  
       not partial and takes no bribe, 18who executes  
       justice for the orphan and the widow, and who loves  
       the strangers, providing them with food and  
       clothing. (Deuteronomy 10:17-18) 
 

We are so privileged to be the service of a God who loves 
those who need love the most. Let us commit ourselves to 
serve him in all places and at all times  
  

      Our Witness 
òThe Word became flesh and lived among us, and we    
  have seen his glory, the glory as of a fatherõs only  
  son, full of grace and truth.ó  (John 1:14) 

 

Christ brings light to those in dark places as he lightens our way 

day by day. Are there people you know who could use a little Son-

shine in their lives? 
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The Covenant Card 

      Each year, around this time, we distribute Covenant Cards to our members. We ask that you read the    
      covenant prayerfully and commit yourself to a ministry of prayer, presence, gifts, service, and witness to  
      the glory of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Once youõve prayed about it, we ask that you fill it out, put  
      it in an envelope (your offering envelope is fine), and give it with your offering on Thanksgiving Sunday  
      (November 24th). That day will be the day we celebrate new members of the church, and it happens to be  
      the last day of the liturgical year on the Christian Calendar. 
 
     As Christians we commit ourselves to Christ and to one another. The Covenant Card reflects that  
     commitment. Please pray about how much you can support the churchõs ministries financially. Though we  
     do not scrutinize your financial pledges (we understand that circumstances change), the amount you  
     indicate provide can help us in planning our 2014 budget. All information goes to one person only, and  
     that person holds all information in the strictest confidence. 

 
   As pastor, I thank each and every one of you for the support you have given to me and my family, and  
   pray that Bethel will continue to grow and expand in ministry to our community and to the world. 
 
           Peace in Christ,  

 
 

 

Bethel United Methodist Church  

2014 COVENANT CARD 

 

In covenant with my sisters and brothers at Bethel UMC, I will faithfully participate in the Church’s ministries by my: 
 
______Prayers    I will spend time in prayer daily. 
 
______Presence   I will attend worship as regularly as possible. 
 

______Gifts I will offer $___________per week or $____________ per month to support the Church. 
 

______Service    I will offer my time and gifts to serve God both inside and outside the Church 
 
______Witness    By both word and deed, I will share my faith with others. 
 
   

NAME_______________________________________________________ 
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ǘǛǪǞǛǢ́ǩ ͯʹɾɰ ǗǤǤǫǗǢ 

C R A N B E R R Y  F E S T I V A L 
Friday ͑ November 8th   2013 ͑ 4 p.m. ͑  9 p.m. 

Saturday ͑ November 9th  2013  ͑8 a.m. ͑ 3 p.m. 
  

 

FRIDAY ͑TURKEY PLATTER DINNER 
Three seatings :  4:30 P.M.  - 6:00 P.M.  ð 7:30 P.M.  

Tickets:  Adults $12.00   ---  Children $10.00 
 

SATURDAY ͑ PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
8:00 A.M. ð 11:00 A.M.  

    KITCHEN WILL OPEN FOR LUNCH AT 12:30 pm     
 

FLEA MARKET WITH CRAFT VENDORS  
(INDOOR FRIDAY NIGHT  -  INDOOR AND OUTDOOR SATURDAY) 

  A VARIETY OF HOMEMADE BAKED GOODS     
FRESH CRANBERRIES - - HOMEMADE CRANBERRY SAUCE 

AND MUCH, MUCH MORE!!!!! 
                              BETHEL UMC   -  7033 AMBOY ROAD  -  TOTTENVILLE 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL  ͑718-984-1277 
                                         DINNER TICKET RESERVATIONS ARE RECOMMENDED  

PLEASE CALL - 718-356-8485 

 

 

 

 

 

Every month we bring you free entertainment  
on the big screen with classic motion pictures.  

 

  
 
 

November 9
th

………………...…………………….”Monsters Inc” 
November 30

th
……………….……..….…”Singing in the Rain” 

December 14
th

………………Children’s Christmas Favorites 
December 28

th
………………………….”It’s a Wonderful Life” 

 

Worship at 5:00, Dinner at 6:00, movie at 7:00 
For more info, or to make reservations, call 718-984-1277 

 
 
 

Judo & Aikido 
For Youth, Teens, & Adults 

                                                                                With 

 

                                                                   Blackbelt  
                                                                    Instructors: 
                                                                   Claire and  

                                                                     Dave Dogery 

 

 

                             For more info, call  
  Claire at (718) 984 -3488  

or Bethel Church at (718) 984 -1277 

 
 
 

Support Saint Paulôs Food Pantry 

 

In these difficult times, more people are finding it hard to 

make ends meet. Families rely upon the Church to help them 

get by. Bethel Church collects non-perishable food items for 

Saint Paulôs Food Pantry. Our collection basket is just inside 

the front door of the church. Let us remember what God has 

blessed us with and make a concerted effort to share it with 

others. The next time you go grocery shopping, pick up 

something for those in need knowing that you bring them not 

only food but assurance of Godôs providence! 
 
 

      
 

           

   Starting this Fall! 
        Tuesdays  
           7-8 p.m. 
  Only $7 per lesson! 

Childrenõs Christmas Party  
 

 

       Come and enjoy all the fun and food and 

ËÊÑÑÔÜØÍÎÕdÆÙdÔÚ×d¨ÍÎÑÉ×ÊÓ̃Ød¨Í×ÎØÙÒÆØdµÆ×ÙÞd

on Saturday, December 14 th at the church. 

Special guests include Santa Claus!  

Worship service starts at 5 p.m.  

with dinner and movie to follow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Events & Information 
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Bethel United Methodist Church 
             7033 Amboy Road 
Tottenville, Staten Island, NY 10307 
               Pastor: Matt Schaeffer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Bethel United Methodist Church 
7033 Amboy Road 

Tottenville, NY 10307 
Office: (718) 984-1277 

Parsonage: (718) 984-1354 
Email: bumcsi@verizon.net 

Website: www.bethelumcsi.com  
 

Sunday Schedule 
 11:00 A.M.:  Worship 

   11:15 A.M.: Sunday School (after Children’s Sermon) 

   12:15 pm Social Hour  

 
 
 
 

      Saturday Worship: 5:00 P.M. 
Bible Study: Tuesdays at 7:00 P.M. (at the parsonage) 

Prayer Service: 6:00 – 7:00 A.M. Monday-Friday                         

Church office hours:   Tuesday – Thursday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.      
   Fridays and Saturdays by appointment 

 

 

 

 
Please join us for  our 23 rd  Annual  

 

 

November 8 th  4 p.m. ɀ 9 p.m. 
(Featuring turkey dinner and indoor vendors)  

& 

November 9 th , 8 a.m. ɀ 3 p.m. 

(Featuring cranberry pancake breakfast, lunch, and 
indoor and outdoor vendors)  

 

For more info,  
See the advertisement enclosed!  

 

 

mailto:bumcsi@verizon.net
http://www.bethelumcsi.com/

