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The first thing I want you to do is pray. Pray every way you know how, for everyone you
know. Pray especially for rulers and their governments to rule well so we can be quietly about
our business of living simply, in humble contemplation. This is the way our Savior God wants us
to live.
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He wants not only us but everyone saved, you know, everyone to get to know the
truth we’ve learned: that there’s one God and only one, and one Priest-Mediator between God
and us—Jesus, who offered himself in exchange for everyone held captive by sin, to set them all
free.
What Drives Us to Intercede?
We love these stories of people who come together to rescue someone…or something like a
kitten. I imagine that if we saw some folks in a parking lot attempting to free some little animal
from a drainage pipe we could detach ourselves from this situation and say, “It’s only a kitten,”
but once we hear the cries and you realize that it has no chance of survival without some
intervention…or intercession…we just respond, and we make this superhuman effort to save
someone or something as little as a kitten.
It’s during these times of crisis that our better nature is on display. We hear stories of war and
violence and humans exploiting one another and injustices – times when our not-so-good
nature is all too evident - but when there is a life on the line we unite and we act to save that
life. One of my favorite movies is called “The Russians Are Coming, The Russians Are Coming.” It
was released in 1966, in the middle of the Cold War that we were having with the Soviet Union,
and in the climactic scene, Russian soldiers and an American militia are at a standoff; the sheriff
has placed the Russian soldiers under arrest, and the Russians are refusing to lay down their
arms, and each side has their weapons fixed on “the enemy” just as a little boy falls out of a
church belfry and hangs by a loop in his pants on the edge of the roof. Russians and Americans
stop what they’re doing and unite to save this little boy. And in the end, they all celebrate,
united by this common heroic experience and recognizing that Russians and Americans both
have this compassionate impulse to save lives. This is our better nature that shows up just
when we need it.
And these stories illustrate a fundamental truth about people; we need each other. Just as we
can tell stories about how we were part of a rescue operation we can also tell stories of how we
ourselves were rescued…by a doctor or a neighbor or a good Samaritan. Friedrich Von Hügel
writes that “no one is ever saved alone or by his own efforts.” People need people.
And we need each other by design. None of us can get by without being helped, and it’s hard to
go through life without helping somebody thanks to our innate drive to help little kittens. We
are God’s children and as such we share his DNA, and we have that compassion gene that

causes us to rescue children and risk our lives for the sake of others. It’s a wonderful thing and
we ought to give God thanks and praise for creating us in this way.
And we should also give God thanks and praise for creating these situations that prompt us to
respond in a loving, compassionate way. Remember last week I mentioned how we should
thank God for putting us in situations that bring us to our knees in prayer? If we didn’t have
crises in our life we might forget all about God – the Church is the strongest in nations of the
world where there are humanitarian crises and the Church is weakest in nations that are safe
and prosperous; that’s no accident. It’s tragedies that draw people to God, and it’s tragedies
that draw people together to rescue kittens, to save lives and end suffering. Some people may
ask why God allows so much pain and suffering in the world; part of the answer is that without
pain and suffering we could forget all about God rather than praising him and worshiping him
for giving us such wonderful lives. It’s the crises that draw us closer to God and closer to one
another, and as we draw closer to God and to one another we are indeed fulfilling God’s will.
And that leads me to today’s topic, intercession – that is, doing something to help a person in
crisis. Intercession is something that comes naturally to us, thank God, and something that we
are given plenty of opportunity to do – thank God again. Intercede literally means to go
between. We go between a person and a problem they are facing. An intercessory prayer is
coming before God on behalf of a person who is dealing with a problem. Douglas Steere writes:
“Intercession is the most intensely social act of which the human being is capable…”
Think of that. Intercession is not about coming together to decide things that serve the
common good. It’s not about cooperating with other people to accomplish something.
Intercession is about HELPING someone; it shows that we care about others so much that we
are willing to do something for them.
Steere goes on to say, “When carried out secretly, (intercession) is preserved from…the
possible corruptions to which all outer deeds of service for others are subject.”
What are the “corruptions” that the author is referring to? You may intercede for someone not
so much because you care about the one you’re interceding for but because you want to be
recognized and adored for what you’re doing. And even if that is not your motivation, others
who know of your good work may put you in the spotlight drawing attention away from the
kind deed and onto you instead. I love the legend of Santa Claus, or St. Nicholas the Greek
Bishop. When his parents died he inherited their wealth and distributed it to the poor. There’s a
famous story of how he helped a devout man who had three daughters but because he was
poor he could not afford a proper dowry for his daughters, which meant that the daughters
would never be married or possibly become prostitutes. So Nicholas, in the middle of the night,
threw a sack of gold coins into the man’s house on each of three successive nights, thus
providing a dowry for each of the daughters. This legend evolved into the modern one of Santa
Claus secretly sneaking into people’s houses and leaving gifts. You might wonder how St. Nick’s
secret act of charity was discovered. The father of the three girls stayed awake on the third

night and “caught” St. Nicholas in his act of charity, and though Nicholas ordered the man to
tell no one about what had happened, but we know how that went. Now he enjoys a fame that
he never wanted and never asked for, and the original intercession that he performed is all but
forgotten. Intercession is never about the interceder; it is about the person we are praying for
or acting for.
But while intercession comes naturally to us in some instances, we’re not in a great hurry to
intercede for everyone. Today’s scripture challenges us on that matter. In today’s reading, Paul
instructs Timothy to pray in every way you know for everyone you know. There are of course
many ways to pray: out loud, in silence, in tongues, in private, in public, on your knees or in bed
(my favorite), with candles or incense. We can pray in every way we know, but can we pray for
every ONE we know? It’s natural for us to intercede on behalf of our family and our friends, but
what about those who aren’t so close to us? What about those who have upset us? What about
that rude cashier at Shop Rite, or the salesman who ripped you off and laughed about it? What
about the person who didn’t come to your mother’s funeral, or the person who won’t talk to
you because you didn’t show up at her mother’s funeral? Paul says to pray for them. He tells
the original audience of this letter to pray for their rulers, a lot of whom were not friendly to
Christians. Pray for them nonetheless, Paul tells us. And that doesn’t mean pray for their
demise. It means pray for their success. Pray for their health and their well-being, their
happiness and their good fortune.
And here’s where we see one of the less obvious powers of intercessory prayers. There’s the
obvious power of intercessory prayer in that it often leads to wonderful things happening –
someone who is sick gets better, someone who has no home finds one. But there’s something
else amazing that happens in prayers of intercession, particularly the prayers for those people
who we don’t have such a good relationship with. We find that we ourselves are transformed
through our prayers. Remember that praying in Jesus’ name means we acknowledge Jesus’
presence, which is God’s presence, in our prayer. Paul says that God wants “not only us but
everyone” to be saved. If that is God’s will and we have a genuine passion to do God’s will, then
we want everyone saved as well,” even those who we call our enemies. And because we are all
interconnected, with God and with one another, we recognize that if we don’t get along with
someone, part of the problem rests in us. I should be driven by love to intercede for that other
person, and so if there is something blocking the love that could exist between us, I need to
remove every obstacle on my end in order to ease our reconciliation because God wants to
save that person just as much as he wants to save me. Maybe that other person is just stubborn
and doesn’t want to forgive or clear the path for us to become friends, but as long as our
relationship is less than perfect I must continue to strive to fix it from my end. Because as long
as people hurt one another and shame one another and despise one another, Christ is in
agony, and as we are drawn into Christ we will share that agony, an agony that should prompt
us not just to pray, but also to act in ways that repair our relationships with ALL people. So if
there is anyone anywhere who has a problem with me, I should be not just praying for that
person but thinking of ways to fix what is broken between us for Christ’s sake.
For next Sunday I leave you with two questions:
So who are the people that we struggle to love?

And what can we do to repair our relationship?
And may God provide you with opportunities to intercede for others throughout your week.

