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“All my prayers for you are full of praise to God!  When I pray for you, my heart is full of joy, because of all your wonderful help in making known the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it until now.  And I am sure that God who began the good work within you will keep right on helping you grow in grace...” –Philippians 1:3-6 

I echo Paul’s sentiments about the church in Philippi as I reflect on our time together as pastor and congregation.  I do give thanks and my heart is full of joy when I think about all that we have shared in so short a time.  There is no doubt in my mind that I was called to be with you at just this time—for the ground seemed fertile for renewal and growth.  And we have planted seeds together that your faithful tending will help to grow.  Folks are claiming their calling as spiritual leaders in your midst and are seeking to share ministry as partners and team-members, new disciples are being formed and nurtured by your worship life and your friendship, persons who come into our space are being offered a brightened and welcoming environment to meet and share, and the financial and administrative foundation of support for your shared life has been strengthened.  As if that weren’t enough, we have also laughed a lot and offered strong arms of support in times of need.  

I pray that you will continue to nurture the spiritual awakening that has begun, that you will continue to offer your gifts in shared ministries of trust and service, that you will continue to intentionally welcome the stranger and sojourner, that you will continue to cherish each and every member of this Bethel family.  Love one another dear friends.  Love God.  Love those for whom love is a stranger—for they need it most.  And remember that God is alive and ready to give grace for every time of need.  

I have been so richly blessed for having lived and served among you this past year.  Anthony and I offer our very deepest gratitude for your generosity of spirit, support, friendship, and love.  We will cherish you and pray for you.  You are in our hearts forever.
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“May God bless you all.  Yes, I pray that God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ will give each of you God’s fullest blessings, and peace in your hearts and your lives.” –Philippians 1:2
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Pentecost : The Church Empowered!

Pentecost is sometimes called the birthday of the church because it was the time when the followers of Christ really bonded together into a body, ignited with the Holy Spirit and prepared to spread the Word.  The story comes from Acts 2:1-42.  The Hebrew celebration of Pentecost came at the close of their early harvest and people from many countries were in Jerusalem for the celebration.  In the midst of this gathering, the Holy Spirit came to the disciples, just as Jesus had promised.
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The Hebrew celebration of Pentecost had several names:  the Day of First Fruits, Festival of Weeks, and Shabuoth (Lev. 23:15-16).  By Jesus’ day, the celebration had lost much of its agricultural flavor and was associated with God’s creation of the people and their religious history.  The emphasis was on the occasion of God’s giving the gift of the Torah (The Law) to Moses on Mount Sinai.  The Greeks gave the day a different name, using their word for five, penta, or pentekoste hmera,  meaning the fiftieth day.  The color for Pentecost is red, considered the color symbolic of the church.  This represents the tongues of fire that are reported to have been on the heads of those present.  The theme is a celebration of hope and renewal of purpose and mission.  The Holy Spirit empowers us!
Monday Night Bible Study Continues                 in New Venue:  6144 Amboy Road (parsonage)  7:00-8:30 pm    
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Our Monday Night Bible Study has been going strong since February and has provided opportunities for deep and meaningful reflection on the primary passage that will be preached the following Sunday.  The format is not formal, but provides a framework for learning about the passage AND for listening to what God has to say—and listening to what group members are hearing—in the scripture.  Damaris Camilleri will provide facilitation for the group which has averaged about 5-6 folks per gathering.  Come, explore God’s Word, and be blessed!
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YOUNG ADULT Bible Study Begins May 5! 

Wednesdays, 7:00-8:30 pm

112 Woodvale Avenue

Mary Worstell, Twenties and Thirties (TnT) Coordinator, will host and facilitate a Bible Study and fellowship group for young adults on Wednesdays at her home.  

No prior study or preparation required!  Just come as you are for sharing, reflections on scripture, and making connections with others on the journey!  Bring friends!

For more information, contact Mary at 718-356-3024 or msimilly@hotmail.com
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Bethel UMC is on the Web!  Visit us on the internet to find up-to-date information about what is happening at Bethel Church.  Photo Galleries, Newsletters, Opportunities for Service, links to online devotionals and Bible Study resources, and much more is at your fingertips.                            

All you have to do is go to:   www.bethelumcsi.com
Also:  www.facebook.com/Bethel United Methodist Church
Our Covenant:  To faithfully share our prayers, our presence, our gifts and our service
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Our Prayers

Please pray for Bethel United Methodist Church, that we may witness to the transforming light and love of God in word and deed; pray also for these persons:  Pearl Ameduri, Shirley Blauth, Richie Calkins, Bill Cameron, Brittany Conwell, Wally Eagle, Mildred Ekstrand, Rudy Geiger, the family and friends of Bill Hall, Carolin Hockins, Marion Iatauro, Carol Josey, Carolyn Leary, John and Anna Mcguill, The Newell family, Irene Olsen, Ava Marie Ortiz, Carol Plumb, Ann Reimenschneider, Estelle Rudd, Samantha Smith, Isabel Taylor, Christina Vargas; Single parents; people on Staten Island who lack health care and affordable housing; the people of Haiti.
Our Presence

Bethelites have been present at Bible Study, worship, administrative ministry meetings, fellowship hour; we have been seen at funerals and weddings, working on maintenance projects, and much, much more.  On Palm/Passion Sunday, our Greeter Extraordinaire, Gordon Ekstrand, was concerned because we ran out of worship bulletins.  This is a great problem to have!  Come and share in the vibrant community of worship, service, support, and friendship that is Bethel UMC.  If you’ve not been around in a while, you don’t know what you’re missing!  
Our Gifts

Faith and Finances Team:  2010

   What a year as a faith community! Faith and Finance continues to work toward funding our need for a fulltime Pastor and eagerly await beginning our shared ministry with our new fulltime Pastor July 1.

       Bethel approved a $125,000.00 "Faith Budget" that relies on several income sources in addition to members’ giving. We continue to see signs of a growing church through increased attendance and giving. Bethel is blessed with abundant resources in our people as well.  Many have come forward to share their God-given talents.

       We've seen talented singers, musicians and an Easter Choir bless our Worship, dedicated Spring Fair and Cranberry Festival workers provide endless hours of service for our Fund Raisers. Several of our folks have reconnected through our “Word on the Web” at our Website or our Facebook page.  God's bounty bestowed on Bethel is amazing!
       We’ve also seen an outward expression of increased faith amongst our people as some of our new folks witness to God’s love found at Bethel, others pray at the altar, others become new lay speakers or attend Bible Study led by Rev. Ginger.  We have become mindful of our prayer presence as well as our monetary presents and are thankful to God for the gift of prayer.  Lastly, we are especially thankful for God’s gift in the presence of Pastor G+ and Anthony this past year. Getting to know you both and watching your dedication and love of the Lord has been an inspiration. It is our pleasure and privilege to call you friend. To our much beloved Pastor Ginger, we have heard from those among us and will remember that once in a while someone comes along and our lives are forever changed.  We are thankful.  We offer our prayers that more Bethelites will follow your lead and come forward.  You will be missed but we know you must go where "God sends you." The Lord said to Joshua, "Your God is with you wherever you go." -Joshua 1:9 (NRSV)     Always in our prayers...          

With friendship, gratitude and affection,   Faith and Finance Team
Our Service… Putting Faith in Action!
Project Hospitality
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Thanks to Bethel’s Girl Scout troop and leaders for providing a delicious meal for the shelter in March!  Their generosity and hard work was appreciated by all. The  May dinner will be prepared by our Sunday School led by Beth Cherrick.  Many thanks to all for contributions  given during our "Have a Heart " food collection.  If you would like to help with this ministry cooks,drivers and servers are always welcome.
Fellowship Hour
You can provide welcome and hospitality by donating time or food to our Sunday social time after worship.  Simply help set up the social hall, make coffee, bring goodies to add to the table, and/or help clean up.  To serve, please speak with Arlene Schweikert.

Worship Leaders
Would you like to serve as a reader?  An usher?  A greeter?  Our Worship Team coordinators need your help:  If you would like to serve as a greeter or usher, please let Tom Kasprowitz or George Jensen know.  If you are interested in serving as a reader/liturgist in worship, Lil Leary can get you on the schedule—or just sign up on the bulletin board in the entry hall.  We need your help to provide hospitality and to enrich our worship life as a congregation.  Thank you for your ministry!

St. Paul’s Food Pantry

Thanks to all who contributed to our food drive on Sunday, April 25th!  And the collection is ongoing:  non-perishable food donations for the St. Paul UMC Food Pantry can be brought any time.  Collection bin is located at the church just inside the front doors on left side of the building. 

Other Ways YOU Can Help 

· Organize/Sort Files in Church office

· Deep-clean toys in Sunday School area

· Visit, write a note, or call someone who you      haven’t seen at church in a while

· Polish the brass offering plates, candelabra, etc.         in the sanctuary

· Write a “thank you” note to a Bethel leader to                to show your appreciation and 

Bethel Servant Leaders are BUSY!

See how your church family is working to serve God and one another—and keep in mind this is only recent stuff!  The list is certainly incomplete and could go on and on…
· To Gloria Shaw and Nancy Calkins for coordinating Easter flowers & decorating the sanctuary, and to Gloria for coordinating Sunday morning flowers

· To EC Toth for helping to make Chris Blair’s funeral so beautiful

· To Gordon Ekstrand, Gary Bergrin, and George Jensen for serving as our faithful greeter and ushers

· To Dottie Baker and Arlene Schweikert for making “quiet activity bags” for children during worship

· To Dottie Baker for ordering and setting up the new “Bethel Activities Calendar” in the church office

· To Lil Leary for coordinating musicians and liturgists for worship—and especially for arranging to bring Faith Music Ministry to Bethel!
· To Carol Plumb for coordinating the guest tenor for worship during Lent
· To Lil Leary for her hard work on Lay Speakers’ School and on Finance Committee
· To Vicky Rivelli for updating the budget categories and managing Bethel’s day-to-day finance operations
· To our Trustees, Tom Kasprowitz, Don Bischoff, George Jensen, EC Toth, Lil Leary, Karen Jensen, Rob Cherrick, and Vicky Rivelli  for their ongoing and tireless work on Bethel investments, building projects, and maintenance both at the church and the parsonage.
· To Vicky Rivelli for helping folks with cemetery queries, coordinating burials, and researching records
· To Arlene Schweikert and Beth Cherrick for their work on Vacation Bible School

· To Gabriella Ciarlante, Mary Worstell, and Jason Ciarlante for sharing their stories in worship

· To Frank Jaconetti, John Leary, Kristin Vigliotti, Laura Vigliotti, Lil Leary, Ken Quick, Vicky Rivelli, Karen Jensen, and Bea Jay for sharing their song on Easter Sunday

· To Diane Kasprowitz for coordinating the Spring Festival

· To Laura Ryan for her work as PPR Chair, filling out paperwork and serving as a leader in the midst of transition

· To JoAnne Nolemi for taking time off work to play for special services at Bethel and for sharing vocal solos 

· To Bea Jay for sharing her musical gifts so generously 
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“Camp” and Summer Getaways:  2010
Now is the time to check out our camp and getaway opportunities!  Read on…

· For Family Camp at Shelter Island:  revsueklein@sbcglobal.net or call Sue Klein at 203-426-9998 (church)  or 203-426-8386 (home); Perhaps several families from Bethel could go!

· For Youth Overnight Camp at Shelter Island:  www.quinipet.org, info@quinipet.org, or call Greg Nissen, camp director at 631-749-0430

· The schedule begins June 4th and Runs through August 7th so see if you can find some time this summer to enjoy a week of awesome fun at Quinipet.  What will you experience?  Kayaking, athletics, sailing, arts & crafts, new friends, and a week of traveling somewhere beautiful!

· For our youth that are members of Bethel, we offer scholarships to help with the cost of camp.  Call Elaine Rogers at 718-967-4102 for information.

· Anyone can go and volunteer at camp or apply for a job—for a week or more!  Call Greg Nissen (at the number listed above) to see what positions are still open—from nurses, cooks, to counselors!

· For full Summer Camp listings, check out the poster on our bulletin board and in the Social Hall during the next Coffee Hour following worship.

· Still want more info?  Call Elaine Rogers whose daughter, Jillian, works at Camp Quinipet every summer.  Elaine can put you in touch with Jillian who will be able to answer any question you may have!
Board of Trustees Update
The Trustees are ALWAYS busy, busy, busy!  Here are some highlights of current and completed projects:
· Front Doors weather-proofed/sealed
· The fellowship hall is painted 

· Old copier has been removed from the building

· File cabinet has been moved from the fellowship hall to the balcony storage area

· New valances for fellowship hall windows have been identified and will be hung soon
· Design/Restoration consultants have given proposals for sanctuary and entry refurbishing

· Sound system has been updated in the sanctuary

· Insulation has been added in the sanctuary ceiling

· New faucet in parsonage kitchen, leaky shower fixed, water penetration into garage getting worked on

· Managing negotiations regarding a sewer easement on our property

Next Steps have been set as the following:  to have an electrician assess electrical wiring issues in sanctuary and fix/replace as needed; have the fellowship hall floor refinished; Employment of a structural engineer to assess overall building needs—exterior brickwork, interior of tower, window(s), etc.; receive assessment/recommendations and move forward accordingly; attend to the front stained-glass window and other front exterior building issues.  
Dear Lillian, John and friends at Bethel UMC,

    THANK YOU so much for the incredible framed photograph of Ginger praising God in your beautiful sanctuary. It warms our hearts                    to know Ginger and Anthony are surrounded by such fine loving folks. You all are a blessing to our precious daughter.

    Grace and Peace,

    Glen and Carmen Gaines
Facebook Connections…

A note from Lorraine (and Jim) Boardman:

I love it here in Florida.  I've had it rough the past few years as I am deaf now.  But I had bilateral cochlear implants in Dec 2009 which allow me to hear when wearing my processors.  It is like a miracle! God has restored hearing to me again.  Jim is retired and doing well.  James is working on his masters degree in Business Management and is the Human Resources manager for Babies R Us.  Marie has 3 children:  Sal, Gina and Nicholas and Jim's kids in NY have a bunch also. We're up to 12 grandkids.  Nice to hear from you.  Your pictures of the Bethel crew are great.  Say Hi to everyone for us... 

     Love to all,  

     Lorraine 


Bethel United Methodist Church

7033 Amboy Road

Tottenville, Staten Island, NY 10307





FOREVER…A Letter to God…shared by Jason Ciarlante         (What an EASTER STORY! –gegc+)
Forever; forever and always you promise me you will hold me up, so you beg of me to stand. You’ve always been with me in the Furnace. There I learned my lessons through the cleansing fire of Elusive Peace, Death, and Hate. I have lived each lesson. Living Elusive Peace, Living with Death, and Living with Hate. I suffered for all then.
I have now begun to learn each lesson and become. You held me where the fires were hottest so I could: 
Learn to be at peace, to live with death, learn to remove my hate. 
You held me where the fires were hottest so I could l learn to love. Hallelujah.
My soul is now secure and my eyes open, forever and always. Forever more will I see clearly. What I was, became and will not let myself be again. Eyes wide, so open I can now see with my heart. 
I love you. I love you. I love you is all I hear from you. You have brought me to where I can stand. With you and in you I have begun to enjoy. Help me heal. Help me live. I love you. YOU are who Love is. YOU are where love is. And your purpose, to be love everywhere.  I need to love, and your love in me.  I love you.
Forever more will I surrender to your will and trust your love. I was dying, dying on the outside from within - in my heart.  All I saw was inward. That has ended. I have now arrived into the present and into focus. And now I AM again. I am whole now. I believe it. I am. I am twice of who I was, now that I am with you. I have accepted and surrendered to my humble humanity.
The bond we share is everlasting and strong and I feel it growing. I want to be here. As the penitent man holds true to the Holy Spirit in his heart. Like the Shepherd who tends his sheep. You will be here to love, lead and heal. As you have done for me, so many times.
I finally opened the door to you, and all at once you freely gave me your flesh, so that I could humble myself in you. I opened the door to your Joy, to your Communion, to my Sanity. You opened the door to me, to a new world, here at Bethel Church. I am confident. It is the road of my past leading to the door to my future under the archway of the present. I was outside looking into the center of my soul.
This body is broken. This world is sad and allows it to be so. I lived it. Now all is made just. For pure good flows out with light and from a pure and everlasting source. Love - Love it - Love You. It’s all simplistic now. I am in the center of the road, in the warm gray middle. 
You can SEE me –  You can LOVE me - You can READ me – You won’t  HURT me - I can FEEL you – I can BE - I can LOVE you – I can LIVE in you - I love you and I accept ME.  And do it proudly.
It all comes to me now, You helped me to unmake myself.  I can love me with the giving of your flesh. Love is joy, evermore here it soothes, it comforts. It is the emotion I’m winning. And is to the detriment of who I was – LOVE.  I feel brought together.  Like mortar.  More and more connected.
The closer your will comes from the then, to the now I am bound.  It’s all different.  And now, now I have grasped my beginning. For you are leading, leading with sure footing in the jungle (for me ‘cause I Know). This is yours; you made this path for me. So normal, and yet foreign, I was led, led to the manger to the trough. Where my savior was, He was for me to know. 
Grace falls and a body is lifted.  It is the Lord’s, I know and the body, I feel his body.  He is with me.  And the soul MY SOUL, is from the Father. We weep and the savior cries and shows me his heart. It is in me. He is my Savior, He has done this for me.  All the peace I have, all the serenity, and I am free.  Free in his world to be led.  Leading me on the path and I am unburdened and welcomed inside, to family.  Accepted, born to be led.  And find the place of my beginning that was always here.  I LOVE YOU.  I have wanted this.  I have needed this.  I have dreamt this. I have thought this. I have been meaning to be this. I will be this. I will do this and not fail. He calls me, Welcomes me.
When day breaks, I see your hymns, your invitations, further they reach, with each day, the day and the light sing to me - I want to listen, listen in the light.  And, there I will hear him.  I know he is here to listen to my prayers.  He has, you have.  He speaks my prayers.  Light, so bright, so level, so filled my Joy, so filled my LIFE.  So now in body, So now is in mind.
And evermore, there in my soul.  I know what I became there, out of the furnace and out into the light.  You saw me as I was, heard me as I burned.  For in the light I know what I don’t want to be, I know now what is false.  The light has crystallized my view.  Changed me, the light pleases me and so did you.  And yes, I have done this.  I have prayed for this.  I did say this.  I did need this.  I have dreamt this.  I am now living this.  How—You know.  For he is with me now.  He lived, He died, and now lives in my ways, in my life and evermore will he be with me.

    �  The Bethel Beacon
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Sunday, May 23rd:  Pentecost Sunday with HOLY BAPTISM!





Make plans now to be present on this day of celebration and sacrament!  Many families will be bringing their children to receive the waters of Holy Baptism.  If you are planning to have your child Baptized, please contact Rev. Ginger  (� HYPERLINK "mailto:ginger@bethelumcsi.com" ��ginger@bethelumcsi.com�) with the full name and birthdate of the child, parents’ names and sponsor or God parents’ names (if any).  Rev. Ginger needs this information by Sunday, May 16th.  Thank you!





Beloved child, �For you Jesus Christ came into the world: for you he lived and showed God's love; �for you he suffered the darkness of Calvary and cried at the last, 'It is accomplished'; �for you he triumphed over death and rose in newness of life; �for you he ascended to reign at God's right hand. �All this he did for you, little child, though you do not know it yet. �And so the word of Scripture is fulfilled: "We love because God loved us first."








Faith Music Ministry will be bringing their uplifting sound and witness to our worship!  Don’t miss it!





Rev. Ginger’s LAST Sunday at Bethel:  Sunday, June 6th 


Come and gather for worship, Holy Communion, and fellowship.  The service will include “An Order for Farewell to a Pastor” from The UM Book of Worship as well as the music of JoAnne Nolemi.





						    


                                        Bethel Vacation Bible School:  Get ready for a GALACTIC BLAST!





      Bethel will once again host its annual community Vacation Bible School.  This year’s theme "Galactic Blast" will take the children on a voyage of 


                                  faith and fun into outerspace.  They will gain a new perspective on our planet earth and will learn "green" tips they can practice at home.  Bible lessons, arts and crafts, music, and recreation are all part of the program.  The one week session will run from August 9th-13th from 9:30am - 12:30 pm. 


Adult and youth volunteers are welcome!


See insert for registration form—or register online at www.bethelumcsi.com.





Pastor-Parish Relations Committee Update 


This is an exciting time in Bethel's faith journey. Our Cranberry Festival was truly "Bethel at its' Best"! We are continually impressed by the talent and gifts God sends our way.  We have indeed been blessed to have Rev. Ginger and Anthony in our midst! 


PPR has the privilege and pleasant task of reporting the GOOD NEWS that as of November 1, 2009, the Bishop has appointed  Rev. Ginger Gaines- Cirelli as Bethel's  3/4 time Pastor.   Bethel requested an increase to a full time Pastor as unanimously approved at Church Council on Sept.30, 2009. We are expecting this will happen and be effective no later than July 1, 2010.


As we rapidly approach the end of the year we'd like to encourage everyone to continue to keep Bethel in our daily prayers as we expect the best from an abundant God ready to surprise us!! 





Yours in Christ's service - PPR Team





Staten Island Circuit Riders First Stop - Bethel UMC  


Sunday, June 27th 11:00 A.M.


 


Staten Island Lay Speaker School - A special thank you to Dolores Morris and Faith UMC for organizing and hosting this year's Staten Island Lay Speaking school. 


    	Congrats to our new lay speakers Karen Jensen and Jason Ciarlante.  Jason had us laughing and crying with his "Graduation Sermon."


    	Our advanced course focused on Mission, Evangelism and Outreach. Seeking ways to not just be a welcoming church but sustaining and growing our congregations. 


     	Lay speakers are just everyday people seeking ways to listen to God and serve his people. We pray, care, share, worship and just enjoying our time together.  Lay speaking isn't really as much about speaking as it is about listening and serving.  Sometimes we hear God through scripture, prayer, words from Pastors, friends, mentors, unexpected opportunities or even closed doors. The list is endless.


     	This year the Certified Lay Speakers class started the “Staten Island Circuit Riders” to bring the lay speakers’ message to God's people. The group includes certified lay speakers from Faith, Woodrow, St. Paul's and Bethel.  So come on out on Sunday June 27th to meet and greet our fellow faith brothers and sisters as we worship together!!       





Lillian M. Leary - Certified Lay Speaker





Parish Notes…


In Celebration:


We celebrate the marriage of Karlynne and Jorge Vargas who were wed at Bethel on Wednesday, March 10.  Congratulations and Blessings!





With Heartfelt Sympathy:


We grieve the loss of our friend and brother Christopher Blair who went to be with the Lord Friday, March 19th, 2010.





We extend prayers and deepest sympathy to Sarah Hall and all the family in the passing of Bill Hall on Monday, April 26th, 2010





Opportunity for Support:


Corine Rogers is running the San Diego Marathon on June 6th.  You can donate funds for the marathon to support non-Hodgkins Lymphoma/Leukemia.


Check out Corine’s Facebook page for more info and to connect.





Worship Highlights


May 2:  Holy Communion;


Sermon:  “You are My Disciples, If…”  





May 9:  Mother’s Day / 


Festival of the Christian Home 


Sermon “What Kind of Nest Are We Building?”


Renewal of Marriage vows by Gabby & Jason Ciarlante





May 16:  Ascension Sunday Observed    


Sermon “The Christian Contradiction”


Congregation will share an Order for Laying Down and Letting Go…Moving through transition with grace





May 23:   Pentecost sunday


Sermon “God Has Turned On the Fasten Seatbelt Sign”


Congregation will share in the covenant of Holy Baptism welcoming many new children into the Body of Christ





June 6:  Farewell for Rev. Ginger & Anthony    


June 13 & 20:  Lay Speakers and Hymn Sing 


June 27:  Staten Island Circuit Riders  (see above)





St. Mark’s UMC 92nd Annual 


Strawberry Festival





Saturday, June 5th!





Jazz Night at Faith UMC:  Saturday, May 15th, 6:00-10:00 pm


Featuring:  Merav Blues, Jazz, Minimalist Music


With D.J. Chuck Wilson Music Production


Tickets are $15 in advance and $20 at the door; contact 718-273-9666 for more information








                                         At Bethel Church








Spring Festival and Plant Sale May 7th and 8th 


Friday, May 7th:


Baked goods and plants available for purchase, 4:00 to 9:00 pm


“A Taste of Italy” Dinner


Seatings at 5:00 and 6:30 pm


$10/adults and $6/children


Speak with Vicky Rivelli to purchase or reserve tickets.  


Saturday, May 8th:


Outdoor flea market, bake sale, and plant sale, 8:00 am to 4:00 pm


Breakfast from 8:00 to 11:00 am


Lunch served beginning at 12:30 pm





Cemetery Clean-Up Day, Saturday, May 15th 


On Saturday, May 15th, join friends from Bethel UMC, students of I.S. 34, and members of the Tottenville Historical Society for a clean-up project in our historic cemetery.  Cleaning up limbs, tidying gravesites, and a variety of other projects will begin at 9:00 am.  Invite others to come and lend a hand!





Staten Island Yankees Baseball Game, Saturday, July 24th 


On Saturday, July 24th, a group from Bethel will attend the Staten Island Yankees game against the Brooklyn Cyclones.  There are two ticket options:  $12 includes admission, cap, and program; $18 ticket includes admission, cap, program, and all you can eat snack bar.  Tickets are limited, so let Arlene Schweikert know you would like to reserve a ticket ASAP!

















Sunday Schedule 


Worship, 11:00 am


Children and Youth Sunday School, 11:15 am (following Children’s Message) 


Fellowship Hour, 12:10





Upcoming Meetings


Saturday, May 8:  10:00 am, South Shore Methodist Council, (at Bethel UMC) 


Wednesday, May 19:  6:30 pm, Board of Trustees


  7:30 pm, Administrative Council meeting








Honor a loved one or a special occasion with fresh Altar Flowers!  


  Sign up on bulletin board inside the front doors to the church, 


          call the church office, 718-984-1277, 


or speak with Gloria Shaw, flower coordinator








Pastor, Rev. Ginger Gaines-Cirelli


Pastor’s Study:  718-984-1354


Email: ginger@bethelumcsi.com











Spring Fair and Plant Sale


May 7th and 8th!
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