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Greetings in Christ!

It has been such a pleasure getting to know the Bethel family. Although relocating is never easy, your hospitality has made this transition easy for my wife Hyesun, our son James, and me. Your reputation as a warm, caring community precedes you!

And it is your warmth and hospitality that encourages me and assures me that Bethel will become an ever-brightening beacon of light to the people of Staten Island. These days, as families are increasingly stretched and stressed, [image: image3.wmf]we, as disciples of Jesus Christ, stand as the true “light of the world (Matthew 5:14).” Parents who struggle to make ends meet find themselves too busy or exhausted to worship God on Sunday mornings. Children and teens are increasingly bombarded with entertainment options that distract them from developing any relationship with the one true God. All around us are people who are lost and thirsty for living water (John 4:10). As a community of faith, we can live lives that bear witness to God’s love and grace, that display the peace that transcends all understanding (Philippians 4:7), and that strive to build God’s kingdom on earth through humble service to God and our neighbors.

I am confident that God will bless our time together. I look forward to kingdom-building with all of you, and seeing you at the Cranberry Festival on November 5th or 6th,  - or in worship some Sunday soon.  

Blessings!
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Cranberry Festival!

Bethel Church will hold its 20th Annual Cranberry Festival on Friday and Saturday, November 5th and 6th.  We look forward to seeing you there to enjoy this bountiful food fair that celebrates cranberries!
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The 2010 edition of the Cranberry Journal is being put together and you can still contribute an ad, include a memorial, or support the Festival as a booster.  The Cranberry Journal goes to all fair-goers and so whatever you include will be seen by many!  A form is included with this edition of The Beacon to help you contribute to the Journal—or to invite others to do so.

The Cranberry Festival is well-known and hundreds of Staten Islanders drop by to shop at vendors, inside and out, or to attend either the Turkey Platter Dinner or the Pancake Breakfast.  This is the biggest community event of the year for Bethel Church and is lots of fun.  Come and bring friends and family.  Your presence will add to the joy of the Festival and provide much needed support for the life and ministry of Bethel. See you there!

Cranberry Festival INFO
Friday, November 5th, 4 pm-9 pm 

       Saturday, November 6th, 8 am-3 pm

Friday’s Turkey Platter Dinner 

Three seatings:  4:30 pm, 6 pm, 7:30 pm   Tickets:  Adults $10, Children $7  [Reservations and info: call 718-356-8485]

Saturday’s Pancake Breakfast            

8 am to 11 am    

 Kitchen will open for LUNCH at 12:30 pm                                    
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Sunday School will be starting soon.  Superintendent, Beth Cherrick continues to teach the older children and a variety of volunteers are helping out with our growing number of young ones.  If you would like to help with this important ministry, please speak with Beth or with Pastor Matt.  

This, this is where children belong,                                                                  welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.                                      Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer and song:                          This is where children belong!                                                                

           The Faith We Sing, #2233

Our Covenant:  

To faithfully share our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts and our service

Our Prayers
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Please pray for Bethel United Methodist Church, that we may witness to the transforming light and love of God in word and deed; pray also for these persons: Shirley Blauth, Wally Eagle,  Carolyn Leary, The Maconnell family, Family of Melissa, Irene Olsen, Ann Reimenschneider, Estelle Rudd, the people of Iran as violence in the streets has taken the lives of many; people on Staten Island who lack health care and affordable housing.

Our Presence

Folks are “coming home” after busy summers—and we had great attendance at our Potluck at the Parsonage on October 4th.  Remember to reach out and invite folks who haven’t been around in a while to re-connect with their Church.  YOU are God’s love in the world; so reach out and share it—invite a friend or family member to come with you to worship or to the Cranberry Festival.  

Our Gifts

It has been said that stewardship is everything you do after saying “yes” to God’s call in your life.  That is, we are called to be good stewards of the manifold gifts of God in all the forms those gifts take.  Sharing our material wealth with the church is not only good stewardship—using our wealth for good ends—but it is one of the primary SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES of our faith.  
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We will be focusing on the spiritual discipline of giving next month as we move into our annual stewardship campaign.  This will be an important moment for Bethel Church as we look to the future.  Come and learn more about how your giving helps you grow in faith, hope, and love.  And let’s see what we can accomplish together when we commit to this important spiritual discipline.

Our Service… Putting Faith in Action!
Cranberry Festival

· Solicit ads for the Journal

· Save glass jars (for cranberry sauce)

· Silent Auction donations

· Donate:  flour, sugar, paper towels, toilet tissue, coffee

· Bake!  October, 20 & 22, November 5

For information about how to get involved, contact Diane Kasprowitz.

Project Hospitality

Help feed the hungry on Staten Island!  Urgent Need for a coordinator for the November meal.  Bethel will provide the  evening meal on Friday, November 20th.  Can you help?  Cook, deliver food, serve food, and/or coordinate.  Please contact Arlene Schweikert 718-948-1350, to offer your service.

St. Paul’s Food Pantry

Bring non-perishable food donations for the St. Paul UMC Food Pantry.  Collection bin is located at the church just inside the front doors on left side of the building. 

Worship Leaders

Would you like to serve as a reader?  An usher?  A greeter?  Do you sing or play an instrument?  Sunday worship is the most important time of the week!  We need your help to provide hospitality and to enrich our worship life as a congregation.  If you would like to serve in any of these roles, please speak to Pastor Matt or Lloyd Alleyne.  
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Fellowship Hour

Help provide welcome and hospitality by donating time or food to our Sunday social time after worship.  This is an easy way to make a big difference in the life of the congregation.  Simply help set up the social hall, make coffee, bring goodies to add to the table, and/or help clean up.  To serve, please speak with Arlene Schweikert, 718-948-1350.
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Don’t Forget!  


Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, November 1st.  


Turn clocks back one hour





Pastor’s Study:  718-984-1354


Email: mattschaeffer2@verizon.net


Cell phone:  631-492-7993*


  *for pastoral emergencies and urgent business  











Sunday Schedule 


Worship, 11:00 am


Children and Youth Sunday School, 11:15 am (following Children’s Message) 


Fellowship Hour, 12:15





Upcoming Meetings


Saturday, October 24:  9 am, PPR meeting with D.S.; 10 am Charge Conference


Tuesday, October 27:  2 pm, South Shore Council of Churches (at St. Mark’s UMC)


Thursday, November 12:  6 pm, PPR meeting


Wednesday, November 18:  7:30 pm, Administrative Council meeting








Honor a loved one or a special occasion with fresh Altar Flowers!  


  Sign up on bulletin board inside the front doors to the church 


          or call the church office, 718-984-1277








COMMUNICATIONS your thing?





We’re looking for:





Creator/Designer/Webmaster for a Bethel WEBSITE 





Editor for Beacon Newsletter 





Please contact Pastor Matt to volunteer!





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���









_1019663046.bin

_1344332981.doc
[image: image1.png]






