Jeremiah 31:27-34

27The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of humans and the seed of animals. 28An.d just as I have watched over them to pluck up and break down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring evil, so I will watch over them to build and to plant, says the Lord. 29In those days they shall no longer say: “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” 30But all shall die for their own sins; the teeth of everyone who eats sour grapes shall be set on edge. 31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

Luke 18:1-8

18Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
Will the Son of Man Find Faith? 
I think we would all say that we would like to see justice established on this earth sooner than later. We say that we want everyone to be treated fairly. We say that we want everyone’s voice was heard. We say that the weak should not be neglected or taken advantage of, that no one should be treated differently because of their race or gender or social status. But is that really what we want, and how badly do we really want it? What if I have an unjust advantage? If there were a pot of gold at the end of a race, and I my starting line was ten meters ahead of the other contestants, would I turn down the advantage in order to make the race fair, or would the lure of the gold persuade me to take an unjust advantage?
Perhaps we already do have an unjust advantage. As many laws as may be on the books guaranteeing liberty and justice for all, certain people have an unfair advantage due to no fault of their own but rather due to the prejudice of others. Because I am a male, I have a better chance of receiving a higher salary than a female with the same title or position. Because I am white, I stand a lesser chance of being detained by police when engaging in the same activities as my African American colleagues. Because I’m Christian, I escape scrutiny that people of other religions might face. I cannot help others from acting prejudicially, but do I not have a responsibility NOT to allow injustice to occur? Do I not have a responsibility to advocate for equal rights, equal pay, and equal treatment, or could I just accept the advantage my society or culture has given me?

Today’s parable poses a challenge to Jesus’ audience past and present. You see, women in Jesus’ day had very few rights: unmarried women were not allowed to leave the home of their father. Married women were not allowed to leave the home of their husband. They were restricted to roles of little or no authority. They could not testify in court. They could not appear in public venues. They were not allowed to talk to strangers. They had to be veiled when they left their homes. So imagine for a second how this parable sounded to Jesus’ (predominantly) male audience: A widow – who had neither a voice of her own nor the voice of a husband to speak on her behalf, and who could not testify in court – pleads with a judge, who, regardless of whether he is just or not, has no legal obligation to even listen to her.  Yet because of her persistence this unjust judge grants the widow justice. Do you see how Jesus is addressing not the victim but the perpetrator of injustice, and saying, “Even those whom you treat unjustly will receive justice if they are persistent.” While his audience may have considered themselves the victims of Roman oppression or religious abuses (there was no separation of Church and State in those days), Jesus opens their eyes to the fact that they are not just victims; they are also oppressors. And so I ask again, are we sure that we want God’s justice, a justice that allows no unfair advantage? Or are we more interested in human justice, imperfect justice, justice where we, rather than God, set the terms? 
Jesus makes his audience see from a different perspective, a puzzling perspective, because giving a voice to a widow is so strange to them. They have gotten so accustomed to their discrimination against women that it’s hard for them to see the injustice.  To give this widow a voice, a right to be heard, and a right to be treated fairly by God’s standards, may not be the justice they were hoping for. Jesus is challenging us to take a good, hard look at our culture and our community, and to see who the victims of injustice really are. As a white male of European descent I have not often been the victim of discrimination, but has my undeserved privilege blinded me or desensitized me to the discrimination that others suffer? Has my level of comfort made me complacent? Am I at all motivated to cry out to God for justice day and night? 
God most certainly has the ability to end all injustice, as he indeed will one day. But do we really welcome that day? Those who truly suffer injustice certainly do. I think of generations of African Americans who were enslaved and who must have cried continuously for God to grant them justice. I think of the Jewish people who were brutalized, not just in the twentieth century in Europe but throughout the world in every century. I think of the Native Americans who were forced off their land and sent hundreds of miles west into a dustbowl. The list could go on, and we can always add new names to it. There are always, always people crying for justice day and night. Why does God delay?

Perhaps the answer has something to do with the reading from Jeremiah. God’s justice will be established someday when God’s law is written in the hearts of his people. When will that happen? It will happen when people don’t need to be told not to act unjustly because they will, as a result of a transformation in their very nature, serve God and obey his laws. It will happen when we love God and we love one another as he loves us. But because God loves us, he is infinitely patient with us. Those who truly suffer injustice, those who are God’s chosen, may not receive justice in this life. But as God’s chosen, they have the assurance of salvation. Their suffering will end. Like Lazarus, they will be taken into Abraham’s bosom. The assurance of salvation (read FREEDOM) is evident in the songs and hymns that helped the slaves endure so much hardship. 
Jesus ends with a question: “When the Son of Man returns, will he find faith on earth?” Will those who suffer keep faith and continue to cry out? Will those who withhold justice have a change of heart that will prompt them to cry out with God’s chosen? May the Spirit of Christ, which calls us all to care for every person, give us hope and change our hearts! 
