John 14: 8-17
8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 

12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 

15”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

The God We Meet in Church
Typically on the day of Pentecost pastors preach on the scripture verses from Acts 2 – the rushing wind from heaven, the tongues of fire, and the great sermon given by Peter, one that brought over 3000 people into faith in a single day. Those big numbers are what pastors dream about! But Pentecost is a scene that has been repeated throughout history, during great revivals that have occurred all over the world (one of the most recent recorded revivals being a Pentecostal revival that began in California in 1904). And it’s not always a phenomenon that occurs over a wide area; individual church that grow from 20 to 50 members experience their own Pentecost. But one thing that these revivals seem to have in common is that God’s glory is made manifest. His presence is known, and naturally people are attracted to that presence.
And God’s presence is not measured by how bright a room gets. His power is not measured in terms of megawatts. A common misbelieve among many a believer is that God’s comes to us in strictly supernatural ways. People fall from a window, and because they suffer no injury they credit it to God. People severely ill, and when the illness goes away they credit it to God. It’s fine to credit these things to God, but what does that say for people who suffer severe injury when they fall from a window or people who are seriously ill and despite their prayers they become more ill? Are we going to say that God is not with them? Are their prayers are not as good as they should be? Are they paying for their past sins? People were telling Jesus to save himself from death on the cross, yet his glorious death speaks of God’s presence, not his absence. 
I’m glad that our lectionary pairs the reading from Acts with the gospel reading from John today. The account from Acts is like a 4th of July event, with pyrotechnics and “flaming tongues” and whatnot; in other words the presence of the divine is clear and shocking. In the reading from John, however, we have Philip standing before Jesus, the son of the living God, saying, “I don’t see anything - Where is God?” To which Jesus answers, “I’m standing right in front of you.” God’s presence is not experienced strictly in pyrotechnic displays; the Spirit of God is not a force that only aims to amaze spectators and make us feel all tingly and charismatic (although the Spirit is capable of doing this). The Holy Spirit is in fact very much like Jesus, who is capable of doing amazing things – walking on water, calming storms, changing water to wind – but the point of these actions is not to astound and amaze but rather to allow us to see something of God’s own character. Jesus heals the sick and lame and blind because it is God’s will to heal. Jesus feeds the masses because it is God’s will that the hungry should be fed. When Jesus overturned those tables in the Temple it was God’s anger against those who would fleece the poor in God’s own name! But even the miracle of changing water to wine was done in order to save the hosts from humiliation, his calming the storm was to save his friends from perishing at sea. Everything Jesus did was a display of God’s will for this world; likewise everything that the Holy Spirit does is an expression of God’s will for this world. It’s not just a show! The point of the Spirit allowing the disciples to speak in foreign languages signifies the desire of God to draw all people unto himself, to share the wonderful news of Jesus Christ with the entire world, beginning with those gathered in Jerusalem. 
And that same Spirit prompted the first Christians (though they were not yet called Christians) to continue to meet together, to encourage and support one another, to place all their belongings into a common treasury from which anyone with need could draw upon. In the first Christian community, the Holy Spirit was actively showing the world the character of God’s kingdom, a kingdom where everyone addressed the needs of others and could rest assured that others would address their needs – a world of no fear of neglect or scarcity, because that Spirit of God made it abundantly clear that you were loved by God as reflected in the love that your brothers and sisters in Christ expressed to you. The Spirit was and is realizing the words that we pray, “thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.” 
Now I paint a pretty rosy picture, but the Bible does record some bumps along the way; the first Christians seemed to be distributing food unequally between the Jewish widows and the Gentile widows. Peter had some hang-ups about diet, refusing to eat with some gentiles, and Paul had his share of challenges with folks trying to distort his message by telling folks that God’s grace was contingent upon certain acts we must perform, which means that his grace is no grace at all. Oh yes, the early church had her share of controversies, as she has throughout history, and still has today. Though we are called to be a foretaste of the kingdom of God on earth, we are prone to jealousy and hypocrisy and pride and arrogance and all the human frailties. We argue, we talk behind each other’s back, we mock and we ridicule and do all those things that left a man like Mohandas Ghandi saying things like, “I like your Christ; I don’t like your Christians. They are so un-like your Christ.” 
We Christians must always be asking ourselves, “How is God’s presence seen in me?” “How am I glorifying God in my thoughts, words, and deeds?” It’s tempting to try to convince ourselves that, because we bear the title “Christian” that we are somehow, as individuals, saved from perishing, yet we must accept that old adage, “You reap what you sew.” If your heart is filled with spite and anger and hatred, what good is it to be Christian? If you are set upon building your own kingdom and power and glory, what good will that title “Christian” bring to you? And if, on Sunday, a building like this is occupied by people who just like to hang out, drink coffee, and chit chat, are we really a Church? To put it more succinctly, is the Holy Spirit active in our midst? 
And that is our challenge. Today Joseph John Leary joins our church, and we must do all we can do to ensure that this is a church for Joseph John. With his wide wondering eyes and his inquisitive mind, will he see God’s glory when he comes here? Will he experience God’s forgiving grace through the love and forgiveness and guidance of others when he comes here? Will he find a community that is ready to address his needs here? Will he see the Holy Spirit acting here? Will he find God here? 
In today’s Gospel lesson, the disciple Philip says to Jesus, “Lord, just show us the Father and we’ll be satisfied.” If that request came from one of Jesus’ own disciples, if Philip found it hard to recognize God’s presence in Jesus, you can appreciate how difficult it is for others to recognize God’s presence in the Church. But Jesus appeals to Philip, “If you don’t believe my words, that the Father is in me and I am in the Father, believe because of my actions.” The world needs to see God in our actions. Joseph John needs to see God in our actions, which means that the Holy Spirit of God needs to find her home in us. 
In a little while we’ll be making a vow, before God, before Joseph John, before his parents and their entire family, that we will surround Joseph John in the kind of love that Christ has demonstrated to us, giving and forgiving, teaching and sacrificing. Far too many a young person has looked at the Church and said, “I don’t find God there” because they don’t find God in the people who come there. Far too many a young person has failed to learn how to serve God in serving one another through the church. Far too many a young person has ended up sad and lonely and afraid and desperate to the true God as the community we call the church shakes its head from a distance and says, “What a pity.” That’s not a love that embraces. That’s not a love guides and counsels and sacrifices. That is not the love of God enacted by the Holy Spirit.
Today we celebrate another opportunity for us to serve God as we accept Joseph John into our care. We are given the opportunity to show Joseph John his heavenly Father, from this day forward until he is satisfied. Then he too will show the Father to those who come after him. It’s not a task that is humanly possible but can only be done through the rushing force of the Holy Spirit that so rattled the disciples on that morning of Pentecost, the power that ensure that we follow through with our promises. May God grant us each a Pentecost that will embolden and inspire each of us to demonstrate the glory of God to this child. Amen. 
