John 13:31-35

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, *God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ 
What Will You Leave Behind?
One summer morning in 2006, Eric Jacobs of Ankeny, Iowa woke from a nightmare, a terrible dream in which he had died. Eric was married, had four children and fifth one on the way. The nightmare had scared him so much that he crept out of bed, went down to the basement, turned on the camera on his laptop computer, and recorded a video. I’d like to show you part of that video.

(those reading this, please go to the following link and watch the first 8 minutes of the video Eric left behind: http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20101214/ERICSLASTWISHES02/312130005)
On November 13th, 2006, Eric Jacobs died in a plane crash as he was returning from a one-day business trip to Indiana. Two days after the tragedy Eric’s wife Heather found this recording in the fire-proof safe where Eric had kept his will. 

Besides drawing a few tears, this video makes us think, “What would I like people to do when I die?” Today’s Gospel reading is, we could say, Jesus’ last will and testament, instructions as to what he would have his disciples, us included, do when he “goes away.” His instructions are simple, but not so simple: Love one another as I have loved you. The “Love one another” part sounds simple and is hardly new. Both in Leviticus and Deuteronomy God gives us the same instructions – love one another. These instructions are not unique to Judaism or Christianity; Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus and others all have texts that say the same thing. Even rock and roll songs declare this message. What is not so simple about Jesus’ instructions is to love one another “as I have loved you.” 
Everyone has their conception of what love is exactly, from a patently sexual definition to something more virtuous. But can we ever know the nature of divine love? We can talk of astounding acts of charity and self-sacrifice and say, “this is love,” but does that fully define divine love? I think only the divine itself can show us what divine love truly is. God becoming flesh is how God communicates divine love to us, therefore observing the life and death of Jesus is our only way to truly comprehending divine love, and only through Christ are we able to experience the divine love. 
Today’s passage gives us insight into the nature of divine love when we see it in the context of what happens immediately before and after Jesus gives these instructions to “love one another as I have loved you.”  Just before this passage, and right after Jesus has washed the disciples’ feet, Judas leaves the upper room to betray Jesus, and Jesus does not confront him or rebuke him or scold him but only says, “Go and do what you must do.” Immediately after this passage, Peter swears to Jesus, “Lord, I will lay down my life for you,” only to deny even knowing Jesus later on the same evening. Jesus’ instruction to love one another comes between his betrayal and denial by two of his closest companions. 
The crowning act of love of course is the crucifixion. Jesus is giving himself away, to us and to the Father, as an expression of love, of the fullness of his relationship with God and God’s love for the world – that’s what Jesus is talking about when he says, “If God has been glorified in him, *God will also glorify him in himself.” God’s love is manifest in Jesus; when you comprehend Jesus’ love, you comprehend God’s love.
But comprehending is not the same as experiencing. We experience God’s love in the Living Christ: it is only because Christ is alive that the disciples, or you, can experience God’s love, which comes when we give ourselves away to Christ, and we must give ourselves over to Christ every day; discipleship is a life-long process. Eric Jacobs gave himself away to Jesus Christ – he mentions in his video that his love for Heather comes a “close second” to his love for God.
It is because Eric gave himself away to Christ that he could instruct Heather to find a new husband, and he even prays for that new husband on the video. It was not easy for Heather to do this, and she didn’t believe it was even possible – a widow with five young children, but as God would have it, and as Eric wanted it, a father of one of her son’s little league teammates, a father of five who was divorced, fell in love with Heather.  It’s interesting that Jesus repeats his instructions to his disciples to love one another in the fifteenth chapter of John, and just before giving these instructions he says, “I have said these things to you that my joy may be in you, and your joy may be complete.” Christian love means working for that joy in others and finding that joy within you. 
In a way, Eric was blessed in having a strong premonition that his life would end soon. Because that nightmare was so vivid, seemed so real, Eric was able to imagine a world without him and leave his family with instructions that would help them overcome their loss. Those instructions echo Jesus’ instructions to his disciples; love one another as I have loved you. Take care of one another; give yourselves to one another; sustain one another. 

Whether we are Christians or not, our lives are always in the balance – you never know when your time is up. Do you live your life in such a way that you could leave without a moment’s notice? Do you have things you need to tell others? Are there apologies you need to make? Are people who you need to forgive? Is there someone who needs to hear you say, “I love you?” Are there things you can do now to make others’ joy more complete? I pray that you would think about what you leave behind and do everything you can while you’re alive to demonstrate Christ’s perfect love, especially to those you love.
