Children’s sermon for Transfiguration Sunday

Bring in a few crosses. Show children cross of palm leaves, one of wood, one of gold. Say how Jesus died on the cross, but as sad as that was, he didn’t stay dead. He rose from the grave and he is alive today. That’s why all these crosses are just crosses – Jesus is not on them, because he is alive and conquered sin and death. The Bible describes Jesus now as bright, and shiny, like this gold cross. And some of Jesus’ shininess is passed on to us. When we have Jesus living in our hearts, we shine like him, and others see that shininess, and then they can ask Jesus to come into their hearts.  
Exodus 34:29-35

29Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. 32Afterward all the Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. 33When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; 34but whenever Moses went in before the Lord to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 35the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 

2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:2

12Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, 13not like Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. 14But their minds were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it set aside. 15Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their minds; 16but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. 17Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the Spirit. 

4Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 


In 2 Corinthians chapters 3 and 4, Paul picks up the theme of the light of Christ shining through common Christians. The Living Bible paraphrase of 2 Corinthians 3:12-18 is enlightening.

We are mirrors. That's it. That's the missing ingredient in most of our churches. That's the missing element in much of our preaching. That's what is missing in many church members' lives. Christ is the light of the world. We are mirrors. All we have to do is focus on Jesus and reflect that light.

What is the purpose of the church? To reflect the glory of Christ, our Lord. Get that purpose clear and things have a way of falling into place. Miss that purpose and many good things may be done, but the radiance will be missing.
Luke 9:28-43

28Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. 29And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. 30Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. 31They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. 33Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah” —not knowing what he said. 34While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. 35Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” 36When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen. 

SERMON:
Transfiguration Sunday marks the half-way point between Christmas and Easter – seven weeks ago was Christmas; seven weeks from now it will be Easter. For seven weeks we have been focused, more or less, on the ministry of Jesus on earth, but as we start Lent, beginning next Sunday, the focus shifts to the ministry of the cross. According to Christian tradition it was the Transfiguration of Jesus on that mountain that marked a shift from Jesus ministry in Galilee to his long and difficult journey to Jerusalem, where he would be betrayed, arrested, mocked, whipped, and finally crucified before being resurrected on Easter morning.  
And the Transfiguration is like a mini Resurrection. How so? On this mountain, standing before his disciples, Jesus is glorified just as he is at the Resurrection; he appears with two men, Moses and Elijah, and he is wearing white garments which seem to glow – recall the scene on Easter morning, the two men in dazzling white apparel. Jesus’ face changes appearance – recall how the two disciples on the road to Emmaus did not recognize Jesus until he took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them. Remember also that it was Jesus’ ‘departure’ – his coming ascension into heaven - that was the topic of his conversation with Moses and Elijah. Everything is pointing toward the Resurrection. The disciples now get a glimpse of the glorified Christ as he would appear to them on Easter. 
Prior to taking Peter, James and John up the mountain, Jesus had told the disciples directly what was going to happen to him in Jerusalem, but it was a little too much for them to grasp. Why was it so difficult? Well let’s be honest; we too would have a hard time thinking of Jesus as anything but human. We still do. That’s what I used to think, and I would bet that many of you have felt, or do feel, that Jesus was simply a man who pushed the envelope too far, that he was a great teacher and preacher, healer and prophet, who advocated a new order, something called the Kingdom of God that would be characterized by justice, peace, and compassion for one another. But like so many who stand up to corruption, injustice, and authorities who would rule by fear through threat of violence, Jesus was just another well-intentioned victim of a ruthless dictators and jealous rivals who considered him a threat. Like the disciples, during those very dark days between Good Friday and Easter Sunday, we believe that the game was over. We believe that Jesus was! We have a hard time accepting the notion that he is. He is fully human certainly, but he is also fully divine – unlike Moses whose face merely reflects  the glory of God, Jesus himself is  the glory of God. He emanates light. During the Transfiguration, the disciples behold Jesus’ glory. God himself declares, “This is my Chosen.” Jesus comes off that mountain with neither Law nor prophecy because he himself is the fulfillment of the Law and prophecy. He is the real deal. The Transfiguration is God’s public declaration of that fact prior to Jesus’ death and Resurrection. God is telling Peter and James and John, “Look, guys. This aint just another prophet that you’re hanging out with. This is my Son, my chosen. Listen to him. Do as he tells you.” In other words, be disciples!
Does it take a mountaintop experience, like what the disciples experienced at the Transfiguration, for us to accept that Jesus is the Son of God, our Savior, our Lord? I think that every Christian has had such an experience – maybe not exactly as Luke describes it, maybe not as Moses or Paul or Peter or John or James experienced it, but in our own way we experience it. Do you remember the last speech given by Martin Luther King Jr., just days before his assassination? The speech where he says, “I have been to the mountaintop, and I have seen the Promised Land.” Like Martin we have been to the mountaintop in our own special ways. What was Samuel Taylor Coleridge experiencing when he wrote his “Hymn Before Sunrise, at the Vale of Chamouni”? Is it possible to understand, let alone articulate what happens to us when we have a religious experience such as the one described here? The last verse of today’s Gospel reading says that the disciples “kept silent.” Wouldn’t we? Could we even put into words what happens to us? And who would us if we tried to describe it? 
And that’s the problem. We doubt our own experience, and we’re afraid others will doubt it as well. We live in an age when we are always looking for explanations. Our minds are so conditioned to “believe” only what we can comprehend, and if an experience goes beyond our comprehension, we are suspicious of it. If we have some strange, personal experience, we dismiss it as a result of stress or exhaustion or diet, or we keep it to ourselves. If someone else comes and tells us about their religious experience, we wonder what they’ve been drinking, what meds they’re taking, or if they are psychologically stable. Our faith seems to be limited to what we can see and touch and understand, not what we feel inside, not what defies our limited understanding. 
But the fact that we cannot explain something does not mean that it is not real. One pastor notes an interesting observation about our faith found in the Gospel of Mark; in the fifth chapter, Jesus cures a hopelessly insane man of his mental illness, and it says that “All men marveled” at this miraculous healing (Mark 5:20). In the very next chapter, Jesus is in his hometown of Nazareth and is unable to do a whole lot of healing on account of the lack of faith of the citizens there, and “Jesus marveled because of their unbelief.” (Mark 6:6).
 From Jesus’ perspective, faith is the norm, not the exception. Faith makes all the difference in the world. Faith is what leads you into marriage, faith helps you start a family, and faith brings you into worship. People always say, “Love is blind,” but a very thoughtful woman who also happened to be in love once retorted, “No, love is not blind; quite the opposite. It has the ability to see some things others cannot see."
   Faith does not blind us to reality; rather it enables us to accept the reality of some things which are otherwise beyond our understanding.
The theme of our worship services as we move into Lent is “The Power of the Cross.” Every day we can see crosses all around us; church crosses, neon crosses, the crosses people wear on their necklaces, and those that hang on the walls of our homes. We can easily explain the meaning of the cross – it was the object on which Jesus was crucified in 29 A.D. But rather than explaining the cross, can we experience the cross? What does the cross of Jesus Christ tell us? If you hold a microphone up to it, and have a decimal meter next to it, you could say that cross says nothing. But if you listen with your heart, it has a lot to say. The cross is much more than an ancient means of execution when we look upon it with eyes of faith. It can speak more than any words can express. 
And in a miraculous way, we can be transfigured by the cross, not as Jesus, whose garments radiated divine glory, but more as Moses, who reflected that divine glory. Christ can shine through us, so that others may put their faith in him as well.  
As a community of faith, it is important that we share our faith experiences with eyes of faith, and we can validate one another’s experiences in faith. God speaks to us in our experiences, and he may speak to others as we share those experiences. Sharing them can help us all grow in faith, can help us encourage others, and give us even more reason to praise God. May God help us as a family to share Christ. We may not understand all that God does in our lives, but our faith allows us to accept what God is doing and freely share our experiences with others. 
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