Children’s sermon

Do What Is Right, Not What Is Popular
Think of a day you felt really special.

A lot of pressure  to be popular

Sometimes people say that they’ll like you if you do something for them.

· Like asking if they can copy your homework, because they didn’t do it.

· Or giving them something they want, just so you can be their friend.

Sometimes we have to say no to people, because we know that what they want you to do is bad. 
Jesus made a lot of people angry. He made some of neighbors very angry because he said “no” to something they asked him to do, because what they asked was wrong, and Jesus always does what is right.

So some people are not friends of Jesus, but do you think Jesus has friends? 

Yes! He does. We are his friends because we love him and he loves us.

And friends don’t ask friends to do something that’s bad.

Jeremiah 1:4-10

4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying,
5 ‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
and before you were born I consecrated you;
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.’
6Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.’7But the Lord said to me,
‘Do not say, “I am only a boy”;
for you shall go to all to whom I send you,
and you shall speak whatever I command you.
8 Do not be afraid of them,
for I am with you to deliver you, 

says the Lord.’
9Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me,
‘Now I have put my words in your mouth.
10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,
to pluck up and to pull down,
to destroy and to overthrow,
to build and to plant.’

1 Corinthians 13:1-13

1If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.2And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.3If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast,* but do not have love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant5or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;6it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.7It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.9For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part;10but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end.11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways.12For now we see in a mirror, dimly,* but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.13And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

21Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’23He said to them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, “Do here also in your home town the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.” ’24And he said, ‘Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s home town.25But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land;26yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.27There were also many lepers* in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.’28When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage.29They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff.30But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

Some of you may be familiar with the name LeBron James, a very talented athlete who plays basketball for the Miami Heat. He didn’t always play for the Miami Heat; from 2003 to 2010 he played for the Cleveland Cavaliers. Cleveland was, in a way, his hometown. And LeBron was Rookie of the Year in 2004, he was MVP in 2009, and he had a lot to do with the the excitement for basketball in Cleveland. Then he decided, rather publicly, to move to Miami and play with another team, to “take his talents to South Beach” as the saying goes. And his fans in Cleveland quickly turned sour. Some sent him videos of them burning his basketball jersey. The owner of the Cleveland Cavaliers published an open letter denouncing LeBron’s decision. It took him two years to recover some of his earlier popularity across the nation, and there are many in Cleveland who still wince when they hear his name.

We are proud of hometown folks who make a name for themselves. We’re proud of the chorus from PS 22 who sang at the Presidential Inauguration. We’re proud of Joe Andruzzi, a football player from Tottenville, even though he played for the New England Patriots. It gives us a great feeling to look at the television or out on the athletic field and say to someone, “They’re from Staten Island. He’s from Tottenville.”
And when someone famous decides to settle in your town, you feel even a greater sense of pride. Not only is the chorus of PS 22 from Tottenville; the school is in Tottenville. We’re on the map! I wonder if it was a smart publicity agent who began referring to Jesus as “Jesus of Nazareth.” It makes your town sound important because its name is attached to someone important. And imagine the boom to the business community that would come when someone as talented as Jesus sets up his ministry in Nazareth:
Afflicted with leprosy? Come to beautiful Nazareth and visit the renowned physician, Jesus of Nazareth. While you’re in town, visit our lovely mountains. Stay at our delightful inns. Experience the hospitality.
But how would you feel if someone from your hometown publicly denounced your hometown? I don’t think LeBron James would feel comfortable comparing himself with Jesus, so let me make the comparison. One thing that LeBron and Jesus have in common: they both upset their hometown fans. LeBron may not have been intentional about upsetting the good people of Cleveland, but by taking his gifts to the Miami Heat he upset so many folks from his hometown. Jesus, on the other hand, was intentional; he said it in this sort of way: “If you folks think that I’m going to be performing wondrous things here, think again. No prophet is accepted in his hometown, and God has a history of ministering to foreigners more than to the ‘hometown’ crowd.”  
You can imagine the smiles rapidly disappearing from the faces of the congregation and being replaced by frowns. You can the gnashing of teeth, the growls of anger. And you can sense the rage, which is illustrated by the fact that, according to Luke, the people nearly drove Jesus off a cliff. But why the rage? Did Jesus owe anything to the people of Nazareth?  

No, Jesus didn’t owe the people of Nazareth anything. But there were people then, and there are people now, who want to profit from Jesus. Back then and today there are people who would capitalize on his name. Back then and today there are people who would kill and prompt others to kill, in the name of Jesus, all for their own personal gain. The people of Nazareth liked being affiliated with Jesus because it worked for their own glory rather than the glory of God.
And when Jesus made it o so clear to them that first of all he was not going to be putting on any shows in Nazareth and second of all that the reason hw would not was that the good people of Nazareth rejected him in the first place, well, you could say it was a self-fulfilling prophecy: So, Jesus, you’re not going to do the same for us as you’ve done for others, and you say the reason is that we don’t accept you in the first place. Well guess what, Jesus? We don’t accept you! And this lynch mob becomes a cliff mob, intent on throwing Jesus of the cliff at the edge of town. You say we reject you, Jesus? We’ll show you what rejection is! 
There’s more than a little irony here: not only is Jesus nearly murdered by the people of his hometown, but Jesus actually does perform a wondrous deed in their midst; from the brow of the hill, where he was about to be killed, Jesus passes through the midst of this mob and goes on his way. How does this happen? It doesn’t say that the mob suddenly changed their mind and released him. No, Jesus just “passed through the midst of them,” kind of like a magician. There is the wondrous act people were looking for. They just didn’t imagine that the single wondrous act Jesus would perform would be to elude their grasp and simply pass through their midst 

And Jesus continues to elude the grasp of anyone who would attempt to kill him, even to this day. The Church, which is the body of Christ, has often been driven to the edge of a cliff. Nations and ideologies have made her illegal, tried to outlaw her, and tried to wipe out her population – the long list of martyrs continues to grow day by day. There have been people operating from within the walls of the church who have attempted to corrupt the Gospel for their own gain, trying to poison the church from within. But all such attempts have failed and will continue to fail for one simple reason: you cannot kill something that is eternal. Truth is eternal. God is eternal. Christ is eternal. The Church is eternal. Every human attempt to assassinate what is eternal will end in failure, because what is eternal “passes through the midst” of all that is temporal. A humanity that is limited cannot limit God. 
But God, who is unlimited, can “un” limit humanity. That’s what life in Jesus Christ is all about – setting us free from limits, like limited love – we become free to love the way Paul describes love (bearing all things, hoping all things, believing all things). God frees us from limited life, limited faith, limited relationships. Every time anyone tries to drive the Church off a cliff, the Church will pass through the midst of her enemies and come through alive because she is by her very nature eternal. 
You may argue that Jesus would one day be handed over to his enemies, mocked, scourged, tried, and executed by men, but don’t forget what happened on the third day. While death may seem eternal for some, for a Christian death is merely a veil through which we must pass on our eternal voyage. Jesus passed through it; so will we. And at that time, Paul says, the veil will be rolled back, and we will see God as he truly is. 

But in the meantime, we must always remain within the Church of Christ – I’m not pushing one denomination over another; God is more interested in your heart than in your head. The question we need to ask ourselves is, “Am I standing up for the Truth that is eternal, or am I seeking some temporal gain? Am I standing up for Jesus, or am I concerned about my own agenda? Inasmuch as you hold fast to the eternal things of God, you are within the Church, and you are already experiencing eternal life. You may not be popular, but you need not worry because you have God on your side. In the passage we read from Jeremiah, God tells his prophet, “today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow,to build and to plant.” God says this to a young boy. With God, all things are possible. We have nothing to fear, so there is no need to compromise our actions for security sake. God will lead you through every struggle and bring you into his promised Kingdom. 
