Isaiah 62:1-5
1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
2 The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give.
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken,*
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;*
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,*
and your land Married;*
for the Lord delights in you,
and your land shall be married.
5 For as a young man marries a young woman,
so shall your builder* marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
so shall your God rejoice over you.
John 2:1-11
1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there.2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.3When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.”4And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.”5His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”6Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.7Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the brim.8He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.” So they took it.9When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom10and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.”11Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
Sermonic interrogation: 
Americans have been accused by some of not knowing how to celebrate a wedding. While a wedding reception in this country can last for many hours, a Ukrainian vesillia can last days  or even weeks. There’s wine and dancing and a feast that the entire community is invited to.  These people know how to party. It seems that the Galileans knew as well. Weddings were incredibly festive events that would last for several days. And it’s noteworthy that Jesus is there. Some folks find this hard to believe – “A week-long party? No, not Jesus!” There are some sects of the Christian faith, and always have been, that believe in practicing severe austerity, that deprive themselves of any worldly pleasure because they believe that life here is to be endured rather than enjoyed. Yet here we find Jesus, perhaps arriving a bit later than many, but still he is in the midst of a festival, people making merry, and I don’t think Jesus was the least bit uncomfortable, nor do I think he stood out in the crowd as some sort of prude or killjoy who stayed in the background and watched everyone else making merry; likely he was dancing and drinking and laughing and eating with the rest of the guests. And when the wine ran out, which was a huge embarrassment for the hosts, Jesus took appropriate steps to prevent such embarrassment. 
This story can be a stumbling block for some who would rather believe that Jesus changed water into grape juice sparkling cider. But there is nothing at all about Jesus’ actions at the wedding at Cana that is inconsistent with the rest of his ministry, and here is a point that we as Christ’s Church must never neglect: God’s plan for us is a plan for celebration. God’s presence among us enhances this celebration. The wine is not the issue here; the presence of Jesus is! 
The passage that we read from Isaiah has the same flavor as this story of the wedding at Cana: God is all about joy and celebration. Written at a time when Jerusalem was in ruins and the best the average Israelite hoped for was food, shelter, and safety from their enemies (who, by the way, ruled over the Israelites while they rebuilt their city), a time when all the average person was hoping for was survival, God declares:

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.

MERE SURVIVAL NOT GOOD ENOUGH FOR HIS PEOPLE BECAUSE HE DELIGHTS IN HIS PEOPLE AS A BRIDEGROOM DELIGHTS IN HIS NEW BRIDE. HE’S NOT JUST RESTORING THEM; HE’S MARRYING THEM! Being in God’s presence is like being at your own wedding, which most people remember to be the best day of your life. 
But do we even recognize God’s presence? where we have not felt God’s presence? Jesus’ presence at the wedding likely went unnoticed by many. Jesus most likely blended into the congregation of wedding guests – he wasn’t wearing a halo. He wasn’t preaching or teaching or healing. No, Jesus may have been virtually unnoticed by most of the guests. Many of us can go through most of our lives without caring if Jesus is with us or not. Things go along just fine for us until…the wine runs out. And even then, Jesus can save the day while remaining virtually unnoticed. The passage doesn’t tell us if the host ever learns that Jesus changed water to wine – interestingly it’s the disciples and the servants who witness the miracle.  
But the day will come when the wine will run out. Our life can go along just like that wedding at Cana; things can be hunky dory for a long time, then one day you notice that you’ve run out of wine. The day comes when you find that you lack money, or health, or security, or you just detect something is missing from your life. You young folks out there, I give God a special thanks that he brought you here, because so many young folks find that life is going along too well for them to bother with church. It’s only when you see that the wine is running out, when you detect that what the world has to offer you cannot satisfy your thirst, that you find need for Christ. And we may panic, like the wine steward at the wedding at Cana must have panicked (what am I going to do for these guests?), like the Israelites coming “back” to an unwelcoming crowd in Jerusalem must have (I thought these people were my kinsmen, but they treat me as an enemy). We panic because we see no solution to our problem. If the host had found out that he was running out of wine, he probably would have sent the guests home, because he so no solution to the problem. We look around and see only scarcity – not enough resources to manage, and all we can do is to preserve what we have, to withhold our charity because we see no way of restoring what we give or spend. But the wine continues to run out. Maybe we’ve found financial security, but then our health starts to fail. I have met a few folks during my stint as pastor who have confessed to me that they feel God has abandoned them. The story is the same for each of them; life was going along well, I had a lovely husband/wife, lovely children, good-paying job, was at the top of my game, then WHAM! I got cancer, I was in a car accident, I lost my job, something. Sadly too many of these people live out their lives in this state of shock and confusion, asking themselves, “What happened?” “Where is God?” “Why is he punishing me? “ 
But there are others who recognize Jesus’ presence in those circumstances; the wine has run out, my job has evaporated, my health is failing, BUT JESUS IS HERE. Circumstances may be dire, BUT GOD IS STILL WITH HIS PEOPLE, AS CLOSE AS GROOM TO HIS BRIDE. HE HASN’T LEFT THE PARTY, AND HE HAS NO PLAN TO EVER LEAVE US. Does his presence mean that things will instantly get better? That may not be the right question to ask; instead ask, “Doesn’t his very presence make things instantly better?” When I can see with eyes of faith that Jesus is standing in our midst, that itself brings me comfort. Jesus himself is the wine that sustains us.  

But recognizing that fact, let’s go a step further: True, we can find comfort and peace recognizing that Jesus is in our midst. But knowing who God is should lead us to ask for more. Knowing that God wants our lives to be full, complete, knowing the depth of his love for us, we can, like Mary, go to Jesus believing that he could fix the problem. She asked Jesus in faith, and Jesus did not disappoint you. He didn’t just create more wine; he created the best wine. 
God is interested in giving us his best. He doesn’t just want to supply our needs; he wants our lives to be abundant in joy, in fellowship. He’ll not just provide you with food and security; he’ll embrace you and delight in you, and that’s the best kind of security, the knowledge of God’s love and care. He will not forsake his people. 

Yes, we must cultivate a faith like Mary’s, a faith that starts with the mere recognition of God’s presence among us, and progresses to a faith that knows God’s desire to delight in his own people, and a faith that does not hesitate to ask God to provide for our needs. 

As we grow in number and ministry here at Bethel, having more young children, more Sunday school classes, more involvement with Hurricane Sandy relief, more building projects, we face huge challenges, challenges that we must present to God, needs that we have to accommodate the growth that we are experiencing and God-willing will continue to experience. We’re at the wedding, and we may feel that the wine has somehow run out. We can’t simply acknowledge God’s presence with us and expect that to be enough. We need to ask God for the things we need in this church and in our own hearts. Some need to ask for a faith that we can accommodate growth in our church and in our hearts. But all of us need to ask. All of us need to expect miracles. All of us need to recognize that in the presence of Christ, the one who loves us, who delights in us, we can be confident that our cups will always be overflowing.

