Hebrews 10:19-25

19Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Mark 13:1-8

1As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!” 2Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

3When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him privately, 4“Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these things are about to be accomplished?” 5Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware that no one leads you astray. 6Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead many astray. 7When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come. 8For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs. 
You Gotta Be Torn Down to Be Built Up” 

Today we celebrate Bible Sunday. But be honest with me in answering this question: Do you really cherish the Bible? I look in our pews and there are, in this sanctuary I calculate, at least one hundred fifty Bibles, but how many are opened on a Sunday? How many of you read it daily? How many of you keep it next to your bed or in your living room? More often than not, the Bible sits on a bookshelf amid other distinguished-looking books, and remains there untouched for years.
This is why I’m not a big fan of evangelistic efforts to put Bibles in everyone’s hands – it probably doesn’t do any harm, but I wonder how much good it actually does. How many of those Bibles will end up in the trash, or on the “free items” table at a garage sale? The Bible itself possesses no magical power. Very rarely does a person open a Bible, start reading, and come to accept Jesus Christ into his life, and too often those who do accept Christ so readily are also those who become disillusioned and denounce the Bible and the Christian faith just as readily. Too often folks who tout the Bible quote scripture to defend their selfish agendas, to perpetuate racism, to repress women, and to justify discrimination. And so there are many good reasons why good Christians don’t want to read the Bible; they’re afraid of what they might find. It looks nicer when seen from a distance – like the guy or girl you take to the high school prom – you don’t want to see the blemishes. 
Something else that discourages many people from Bible study are the “doom and gloom” passages, like the one we just read from the Gospel of Mark. Jesus just rains all over the disciples’ parade; one of the disciples, upon seeing this spectacular temple in Jerusalem, truly an awesome sight, makes the offhand comment, “What large stones! Look at how many buildings!” He’s like a real estate agent; “Look at all this room!” And Jesus just bursts his bubble; “You see this temple? It’s all gonna get torn down.” This prompts Peter, John and James to ask Jesus when this is all gonna happen.
Now I believe that these “doom and gloom” passages discourage so many of us from having a serious look at the Bible because too many self-proclaimed authorities have given their interpretations, made their predictions of some apocalypse, and inevitably been proved wrong. And if everyone has been wrong in their predictions, what chance do we have in interpreting the signs of the times? 

But let’s step back for a minute and take note of two things: First, even as Jesus talks of “nations rising against nations,” of wars and famines and earthquakes and worse to come, he never answers the disciples’ question about when all this is gonna happen. Later on he tells that he doesn’t know when this will happen. Jesus simply tells us to be ready when it does happen. Second, we should seriously ask ourselves why we are so interested in knowing when the end is coming. 
I’m reminded of the joke about the a lawyer who was a professed atheist who one day learned from his doctor that he had an incurable illness and most likely had but a few months to live. The lawyer began to read the Bible tirelessly, day and night, scanning every page of scripture. When a friend asked him, “What exactly are you looking for?” the lawyer replied, “Loopholes.” 

I suspect one of the reasons people would like to know the day and the time of the end of the world is that they can know exactly how much time they have to do nothing! The Bible is quite clear that God has certain expectations of us, and most people have the aching suspicion that they are failing to meet God’s expectations. Having a literal deadline helps them in scheduling their lives, so they can maximize their pleasure while still leaving enough time to get their ducks in order with God. It would be nice to know how much longer they could be self-indulging without jeopardizing their eternal comfort. And so they ponder the words of the Bible looking for clues, even though Jesus himself says that only the Father knows exactly when this will occur – I guess they’re hoping for a close approximation. 
But they’re missing the point, and they’re deceiving themselves into thinking that they can put off any changes in lifestyle and still make the cutoff. Rather than giving his disciples an idea of the time when the temple will be destroyed, Jesus warns them not to be led astray. Remain my disciples. Don’t be alarmed, and don’t get sidetracked. Stay awake. In other words, don’t change. You need to keep the faith that you already have and not be drawn away from it. 
But most of us sense that we somehow need to change, and perhaps we do. As the saying goes, “If you think that something’s wrong, most likely something is wrong.” If the prospect of this world ending suddenly frightens you, then you must make the necessary changes now before it ends up being too late. This leads us to further frustration, because when we make an honest assessment of ourselves we fall so short of perfection that we see no hope for ourselves. Some imagine that if they can show themselves to be active in church that will be good enough. But be honest: you really don’t know if that’s going to cut the mustard. 

The disciple says to Jesus, “Look at this fabulous temple,” and Jesus says, “It will be wiped out.” Staten Island has just experienced the worst devastation than most of us have ever witnessed. Many a strong house was completely demolished by Hurricane Sandy. The storm took the lives of the strong and healthy as well as the weak and the sick. No temple that we construct with our hands can withstand all that nature is capable of doing. Even the strongest, healthiest, smartest, wealthiest individual is invulnerable when standing in the presence of God. We may consider ourselves metaphorically to be as glorious and awesome as the Temple in Jerusalem, but that is of no avail when you stand in God’s presence, because anything constructed by human hands is subject to decay. We have to be reconstructed with new material, with eternal material. We have to be rebuilt in God. We can’t just be repaired – we need to be overhauled.

There was a saying in the army basic training. They have to tear you down to build you up. You come in thinking you know everything and what you do know, you unlearn. The Jerusalem Temple was a monument to a religion that was over a thousand years old, but in that thousand years the religion had turned into a corrupted system that profited from animal sacrifice. People thought they knew what they were doing, but Jesus says the whole thing is gonna come tumbling down, and the Jewish religion is going to be radically changed. You and I have to go through the same process of demolition and rebuilding. The rebuilding is a life-long process, but the demolition is the first step. Paul says, “We are saved by grace through faith.” This is the single most precious point that the Bible makes. Grace is a gift freely given, not earned. God has to give to us because we can’t earn it. Christ freely offered his life, his blood, as Hebrews says, is the only thing that can give us confidence to enter God’s sanctuary. When we reaffirm our baptismal vows today, there’s nothing in those vows that says I have to follow certain laws, or tithe, or go on missions. It’s all about accepting God’s gift to you, and following Christ as your Lord and Savior. He’s the one who died for you, and he’s the one who you must follow. What you must do is accept his offering of his life, and offer him yours. This is how divine love works – God gives his all to us, and we give our all to him. Giving our all, means that we are torn down. 
1. Jesus sees things differently

a. Last week we have a poor widow dropping two small coins in the treasury, and Jesus takes note while others don’t.

b. This week we have a disciple expressing his awe for the Temple, and Jesus pretty much telling him that this great human accomplishment will be laid to waste. 
i. Description of Temple.

ii. The destruction in 70 A.D. – this was worse than a 9-11 for the Jews. 

iii. The Romans would go on and systematically dismantle Jerusalem (Josephus).

2. There is fundamental difference in perspective between seeing things through human eyes and seeing them through God’s eyes.

a. Human eyes: We see monuments of our own glory.
i. The pyramids, the Taj Mahal, the Empire State Building. 

ii. All buildings that seem to speak of our permanence – buildings that we assume will remain long after our bodies whither away. 

iii. (Like headstones: read Jesus was buried in an unmarked grave – a criminal buried in someone else’s tomb).

iv. Humans strive to appear eternal – they long for the eternal.

b. As Hurricane Sandy has so recently reminded us, our lives hang in the balance. 

i. Not only can a strong wind and a storm surge destroy in seconds what took years to build.

ii. But storms can take lives, and they don’t seem to discriminate which lives.

iii. And survivors are left in shock, with everything that it took a lifetime to collect wiped out in a single night.
iv. (and add to this the irony that those buildings that can withstand the storms of nature are demolished by human hands – the Twin Towers, the Temple)

Jesus sits because his sacrifice has brought perfection -- complete forgiveness of sins. He sits because his work is done.
Hebrews maintains a delicate balance between these two truths. Christ's death has brought perfection, but those who follow him are still being sanctified (10:14). In other words, they are members of God's household, but they have not yet reached God's house.
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Verse 19 describes the entry way into the sanctuary -- that is to the presence of God -- comes now through "the blood of Jesus."  His blood also gives the believer in his sacrifice a new attitude towards God, "...we have confidence...."  The Cross event dispels human hesitation before God since God has acted clearly in Jesus with an invitation to relationship.

In summarizing verses 19-21 of this passage, Jesus is described simultaneously on many planes.   He is the blood sacrifice which satisfies sinners to God; his flesh has become the new curtain through which access to God is now possible.  Finally, in verse 21 he is identified as the welcoming "great high priest over the house of God."  In other words, given all these functions, Jesus is the temple of God in its entirety in his flesh.  Nothing of the old temple system is needed anymore as his death has superseded all its manifestations and functions.  His body becomes the new temple of God.

Mark 13

It functions like a rumble strip on the side of a highway, meant to jar the community awake as it nods off and drifts toward the ditch.
