
THE HEBREW LESSON                                 Jonah 3:10-4:11 

10 When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 

about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.  

4But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. 
2
He prayed to the Lord and said, 

‘O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my own country? That is why I fled to 

Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. 
3
And now, O Lord, please 

take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.’ 
4
And the Lord said, ‘Is it right for 

you to be angry?’ 
5
Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a 

booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the 

city.  

6 The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade over his head, 

to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. 
7
But when dawn came 

up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. 
8
When the sun 

rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was 

faint and asked that he might die. He said, ‘It is better for me to die than to live.’  

9 But God said to Jonah, ‘Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?’ And he said, ‘Yes, 

angry enough to die.’ 
10

Then the Lord said, ‘You are concerned about the bush, for which you 

did not labour and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. 
11

And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 

hundred and twenty thousand people who do not know their right hand from their left, and also 

many animals?’  

Philippians 2:1-13 
 
2If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the 
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,  
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
   did not regard equality with God 
   as something to be exploited,  
7 but emptied himself, 
   taking the form of a slave, 
   being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form,  
8   he humbled himself 
   and became obedient to the point of death— 
   even death on a cross.  



 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
   and gave him the name 
   that is above every name,  
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
   in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
11 and every tongue should confess 
   that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
   to the glory of God the Father.  
 
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is 
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  
 
Luke 9:1-6 
 
Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and to cure 
diseases, 2and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal. 3He said to them, ‘Take 
nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money—not even an extra tunic. 4Whatever 
house you enter, stay there, and leave from there. 5Wherever they do not welcome you, as you are 
leaving that town shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.’ 6They departed and went 
through the villages, bringing the good news and curing diseases everywhere. 
 
LOVE THAT EMPOWERS 
 
So the point of the first lesson should be clear; in the story of Jonah, God tells Jonah to go on a 
mission to a foreign country, and Jonah refuses, only to get thrown off a ship, swallowed by a 
whale, and finally spit up on the beach. So God tells him one more time, and Jonah says, 
“Okay.” From this we should discern that when God tells you to do something, your best option 
is to do it.  God sends every one of us on some mission – He could send you to preach the good 
news to people in faraway countries, and it may be to bring healing and reconciliation to people 
in your own family, but either way he sends us as Christ’s ambassadors to transform this world 
we live in.  
 
But the story of Jonah teaches us another lesson; whatever you do for God, do it with the right 
attitude. Jonah eventually capitulated to God’s command and preached to the people of 
Ninevah, and because he obeyed God, the people of Ninevah, as well as the animals, were 
spared the wrath of God. But Jonah himself was upset with God for saving these people; Jonah 
wanted them to burn, and there is no indication in the Bible that Jonah ever changed his 
attitude, an attitude that is still quite prevalent in our world, that those foreign folks with their 
weird customs are despicable, that the infidels deserve to die, that we need to steer clear of 
their corrupt ways and let God punish them.  
 



And I can’t help but wonder if the story could have had an even happier ending if Jonah had 
stopped being such a bigot. When you go on a mission, it helps to have the right attitude, and 
that is the point of the Epistle lesson; be of the mind of Christ Jesus, who humbled himself in 
every way. One of the issues our mission team experienced in Haiti was a climate of extreme 
dependence among the people. It was detectable before we arrived; we bought enough fabric 
for them to make uniforms for their entire combined church choir, and I knew there was a 
sewing instructor who was being paid through contributions made by churches and other 
charitable organizations here in the U.S., and those same churches and charitable organizations 
had donated sewing machines for the community to learn sewing, so I was a bit taken back 
when one of our liaisons in Haiti suggested that we also pay the people of Furcy to make the 
choir uniforms. I told them that we didn’t have enough money for that; what I should have told 
them was simply “No; you need to figure out how to motivate your church to make the 
uniforms without charging to get them made.  
 
Now you may be thinking that this is just the way the Haitians are, that they’ve always been 
that way and that they always will be that way, but that’s simply not true. What I want you to 
glean from this message is that to a large extent, missionaries have contributed to the 
dependency shown by so many residents of Furcy, and that both missionaries and the people 
they visit need to change their behavior in order to grow as God wants us to grow. God wants 
us to build relationships founded on love that empowers the other, and for that to transpire, 
both the missionaries and the people they reside with need to be grounded in Christian 
discipleship. 
 
Here is a brief history of Haiti. There were people living and thriving here before Christopher 
Columbus landed on the Island. Within a few generations, that population was entirely wiped 
out either by diseases imported from Europe for which the people had no immunity or by the 
brutality of the Spaniards who forced the people to go mining for gold. Eventually the French 
established a slave colony on the west side of the island, the part we now call Haiti, and they 
imported slaves from Africa and forced them to work on sugar plantations, and the slaves were 
treated so brutally that it was cheaper for the landowners to import more slaves from Africa 
than it was for them to perpetuate the slave population through human reproduction. 
Sometimes that was the slaves only form of protest, was to not procreate for their masters, and 
these slaves were tortured and disfigured for their resistance. The slaves were treated so badly 
that in 1793 they revolted, and after years of conflict and power struggles they finally won 
independence from France in 1804. The U.S., having a substantial slave population in the South, 
refused to recognize their new neighbor despite overtures by the Haitian leaders to secure 
diplomatic relations with us. Haiti had to pay France to recognize them as a nation in hopes of 
building more trade with other nations. The U.S. occupied Haiti in the early part of the 20th 
century in part to deter the Germans from exercising more influence over the people, and it 
was under U.S. occupation that Haiti was forced to change its constitution to allow foreign 
ownership of its land mainly to benefit American businesses. Meanwhile leader after leader of  
the Haitian republic sought to secure power often through corrupt means, and the people grew 
more and more cynical about their leaders. The reason I present this history is because it is 
imperative that you know the mindset of the people of Haiti. I spoke to a young successful 



Haitian businesswoman in April and asked who she was going to vote for in the upcoming 
elections. She frowned and said, “Vote? I don’t vote. There’s no point in voting.” That’s typical 
of the Haitian people; they see no hope in the democratic process because it’s been corrupted 
and monopolized by a few factions that are basically self-serving. The reason the roads to Furcy 
have been improved over the past few years; an ex-President decided to build a villa near the 
community. That’s how progress is made in Haiti. Unemployment is estimated to be around 
80%, so most people are very pushy when it comes to selling their wares or their services; they 
need to be pushy in order to survive and provide for their families.  
 
Now enter the American missionary, many of whom come with a “my-way-or-the-highway” 
mindset. They come to save the people from despair, and so they build a clinic, or a school, or a 
water-filtration system. All these are good and well, but what is their mindset? Do they know 
anything about the people they serve, except that they lack a clinic or a school or clean water? 
And when they have completed the project, are they more happy for the Haitian community or 
are they more proud of themselves? Do they work with the community on the projects they 
plan? Do they plan them with the community? And at the end of the day, do they speak kindly 
of the community they work with, or do they denigrate them among themselves? Do they know 
the people on a first-name basis?  
 
If the missionary comes with the mindset that he or she are going to do something nice for the 
community without the involvement of the people they are serving, without spending time to 
get to know them, and with the intent of padding their own egos, these missionaries only 
perpetuate the culture of dependency by the people they are supposed to be helping. They are 
“enablers” in the worst sense of the word; the people continue to depend on them to solve 
their problems for them, and the people learn nothing about solving their problems for 
themselves. And neither the missionary nor the people in the community get to know each 
other or appreciate each other or better serve one another.  
 
The primary mission of any mission is to develop relationships with the people they spend time 
with. Projects are secondary and should always be planned and executed in partnership with 
the people of the community. Missionaries need to see themselves as neither better nor worse 
than the people of the community they are visiting, and they need to be willing to receive from 
the people as much as they give to the people; that’s how healthy relationships work. If you 
think of yourself as the “giver” and the other as the “receiver” you are disempowering that 
other person. Jesus had no problem asking others for food or water when he was hungry or 
thirsty, and he taught his disciples to go and stay at people’s homes without paying for lodging. 
We all depend on one another to take care of our needs, and in the process we develop loving 
relationships.  
 
And so I look forward to going back to Furcy next year, to serve and be served, and to empower 
the people there as they empower me, as we co-labor to build God’s kingdom. We need to help 
one another build relationships founded on love of self, love of others, and love of God. May 
we do the same with the relationships we build here in our own community among our 
neighbors that God may be glorified in our lives.  


