
Acts 1:1-11 
1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 
2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to 
them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have 
heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.’  
6 So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will 
restore the kingdom to Israel?’ 7He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that 
the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.’ 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up towards 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’  
 
PSALM 93 

Leader:  The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; 
              the Lord is robed, he is girded with strength. 
People: He has established the world; it shall never be moved.  
Leader:  Your throne is established from of old;  
              you are from everlasting! 
People: The floods have lifted up, O Lord, 
              the floods have lifted up their voice; 
              the floods lift up their roaring.  
Leader:   More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 
               more majestic than the waves of the sea, 
               majestic on high is the Lord!  
People:  Your decrees are very sure; 
               holiness befits your house, O Lord, for evermore.  

 
 
Matthew 13:44-46 
44 ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  
45 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one 
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  
 
 



 
The Kingdom Is Here! 
 
First things first; let us honor our mothers, those still with us, and those have departed. And on 
this day at this time, I would like you to think about God as a mother. The Bible was written by 
men in a culture dominated by men, so God ends up being referred to as Father, but let’s face 
it; God is beyond gender. When you hear me referring to God as a “he,” it’s only because I’ve 
become accustomed to it.  And it can be very helpful for us to think of God as “she,” 
particularly on Mother’s Day as we celebrate the women who have brought us into the world 
and nurture us. Of course mothers are human, prone to sin and not always wonderful, so it’s 
not always helpful to think of God as either father or mother if your human father or mother 
has not been a good parent, but mothers have a lot in common with God when they are at 
their best – loving, patient, caring, nurturing, gentle, supportive.  
 
So as today’s topic is on the Kingdom of God, it would be just as valid to think of the 
“Queendom” of God as I speak today – I say kingdom only out of habit and not because I’m 
chauvinist. And the central point that I would like you to glean from this sermon is that THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD IS HERE. It is part of our future, but most importantly it is part of the 
present as well. Last Thursday was National Day of Prayer, and I attended a prayer service at 
the ICC on Richmond Ave. I was glad to see hundreds of people coming together and praying 
for two hours together; I was so inspired and joyful to be there. We prayed for church unity, 
for a spiritual revival, for an end to the drug epidemic that has swept this island, for the 
violence that occurs in our neighborhoods. But too often people were asking God to deal with 
the problem, to fix it, as if God was a car mechanic. Too often, the prayers were asking God to 
change the environment around us so that we can be safer, we can be more prosperous, we 
can be happy in our little comfort zone. Too often the prayers were about changing people or 
institutions that the people did not agree with into people or institutions that followed their 
agenda. Too often the prayers sounded like the cries of the Israelites, “Restore the Kingdom of 
David,” “Restore our kingdom, God, so we can live in the glory in which we used to live, with 
plenty of food and money and land, where we ruled over other people, where we were at the 
top of the food chain.” Too often people were praying for God to restore THEIR kingdom. 
 
It must have sounded funny to a lot of people when Jesus declared, “The kingdom of God is 
upon you!” The poor farmer barely able to feed his family, living under an oppressive foreign 
rule, must have looked around him and asked, “Where? Where is this kingdom you’re talking 
about, Jesus? I certainly don’t see it. I’ve been told that there was a day when we had plenty 
of food, when we could buy things, when our borders were secure, when a king of our own 
people ruled. I don’t see any of that, Jesus.” And that same confusion exists today in the 
church. When people hear that “the Kingdom of God is upon you” they think of the second 
coming. They think Jesus will arrive soon and make things just right for them by whisking them 
off to paradise and barring from paradise all the people that they don’t get along with. IT’S ALL 
ABOUT THEIR KINGDOM, NOT GOD’S. 



 
I think it’s appropriate that today is Ascension Sunday and that we talk about God’s kingdom, 
because it drives in Jesus’ point that the Kingdom of God is here even when Jesus isn’t. Think 
about the disciples who were so confused when Jesus was arrested and crucified; he has been 
doing great things – healing the sick, casting out demons, speaking truth to people in power, 
criticizing them for the way they were treating others – and they’re thinking “Let’s make Jesus 
king!” Instead he’s arrested, ridiculed, beaten, and crucified. They thought that Jesus was 
actually going to establish a kingdom, but they must have been wrong. 
 
Then comes Easter morning; Jesus is back from the dead. Halleluiah! He has come back! 
Maybe we were right after all; maybe now he’s going to establish his kingdom. Then after 40 
days he ascends into heaven. Bye bye. “Where, ya goin, Jesus? We were just getting our hopes 
up again, and now you’re saying goodbye? Again?” A lot of them thought he was coming back 
again soon. A lot of people have always thought he was coming back again, soon, to establish 
his kingdom. So we come back to the question: if Jesus says that the kingdom of God is here, 
where is it? 
 
GOD’S KINGDOM REIGNS WHERE GOD’S PEOPLE LIVE ACCORDING TO GOD’S WILL. God’s 
kingdom reigns in the individual who turns her life over to God and seeks to serve God with all 
her heart and mind and soul and strength. God’s kingdom reigns in a community that devotes 
itself to loving one another and commits all her resources to spreading God’s love through 
word and deed. God’s kingdom reigns where people abide in Jesus Christ. God’s kingdom 
reigns at Bethel inasmuch as we are committed to that mission. The world beyond the 
individual or community that abides in Christ may be corrupt and violent and perverted in 
many ways, but if we are abiding in Jesus Christ, we are kingdom-dwellers. 
 
We’re challenged to remain kingdom dwellers; there are people who speak and act rudely 
selfishly both inside the church and outside it, and we need to be very prayerful if we are to 
continue to abide in Christ, but it can be done. 
 
And when we abide in Christ, we take on his nature; we are servants to others, always being of 
a mindset that seeks to make the world a just and peaceful and more friendly place. So our 
prayers are not for God to make everything nice around us for our sake but for God to work in 
us to make us more able to address the troubles we see in the world for his sake. 
 
Thus Jesus was able as both man and God to dwell in the kingdom while the powers of this 
world put him through the wringer. The world didn’t suddenly become a better place because 
he was around, but the world did not pull Jesus out of the kingdom. Likewise, things in this 
world can weigh us down, but they don’t have to pull us out of the Kingdom. 


