2 Kings 5:1-14

5Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favor with his master, because by him the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy. 2Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. 3She said to her mistress, “If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” 4So Naaman went in and told his lord just what the girl from the land of Israel had said. 5And the king of Aram said, “Go then, and I will send along a letter to the king of Israel.” He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten sets of garments. 6He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you my servant Naaman, that you may cure him of his leprosy.” 7When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.” 8But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a message to the king, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.” 

9So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. 10Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean.” 11But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, “I thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! 12Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them, and be clean?” He turned and went away in a rage. 13But his servants approached and said to him, “Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean. 

Luke 10:1-20

10After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this house!’ 6And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you. 7Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house. 8Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’ 16“Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects me rejects the one who sent me.” 

17The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!” 18He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 19See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

Cold Calling for God
1. What makes miracles possible? 
If you’re like me, what gets your attention in passages like today’s is the miraculous. Our minds get caught up in the healings, casting out demons. We are amazed, and wonder if it’s possible for such miracles to occur today. I believe that they can occur, but before they can, one thing is necessary: we have to go out.
2. We are called to be both disciples and apostles.
The Church talks an awful lot about being a disciple of Jesus, but just as important is being an apostle of Jesus. The Greek word for ‘disciple’ is mathētēs. It literally means learner. In today’s passage from Luke, Jesus talks of sending out his followers. The Greek for ‘sent out’ is apostello from which we derive the English word Apostle. Jesus not only teaches us; he sends us out. We are called to be both disciples and apostles. 
There are those who spend a lifetime “taking it all in,” studying scripture, listening to sermons, and learning all they can about Christ. They are good disciples in the sense that they learn an awful lot about the faith, about theology. They may memorize a lot of scripture verses. But do they really exercise their faith? Do they “go out” to serve Jesus? James points out that faith without works is dead…meaning it’s no faith at all. Those who only learn and never put their learning into practice are like the Dead Sea; Everything flows into them, but nothing flows out. The result is that they are spiritually dead. There has to be a “going out” in faith. Of course if nothing is feeding your faith, there can be no outflow (or as one pastor put it, “How can a person worry about burning out if they were never on fire to begin with?”)
3. All of us are called
You may think that you’re not qualified to be sent out. Keep in mind that Jesus, just prior to sending out these seventy followers, has just rebuked two of his disciples, James and John, for suggesting that they “call down fire from heaven” to consume the Samaritans who are not receptive to Jesus’ message. Would you send out two pyromaniacs? And keep in mind that James and John were among Jesus’ closest disciples; what were the sixty that were not part of the elite twelve like? Jesus had a reputation for hanging out with the unclean and the undesirable. Are these among the seventy that he sends out? If so, we could likely find more reasons to disqualify them from going out than we could for ourselves. Jesus sets a pretty low bar, and we all qualify to serve him. 
4. What a set up! 
Now picture, if you will, this band of seventy disciples – the pyros James and John, and Judas Iscariot is among the chosen, a bunch of fishermen, perhaps a few ex-tax collectors and prostitutes – going out to bring the good news of the kingdom to the local villages. You’d think that maybe Jesus would help them along a little bit, like provide them with some money for food, some accommodation, some recommendation letter, anything! But he doesn’t; they go out with no provisions and no prospects. It’s the worst kind of cold calling you can image, nothing to “sell” besides peace. Can you imagine?  These are not well-dressed pillars of the community bringing their message door-to-door. How would most people respond to their message? I would guess that many a door would be shut (or slammed shut). They come with nothing but a message, and they are in need of food and shelter. Who would open their homes to such people? Jesus is not kidding when he tells them that he is sending them out “as sheep among wolves.”
Then and now this is probably the hardest step for a disciple to make; the first step, the step of faith that has us rely upon nothing but God and the kindness of strangers. It’s a scary step, and one that few people take. But we reap what we sow – the smaller the risks we take, the smaller the harvest, and if we refuse to venture into the unknown there is (by definition) no chance of us ever witnessing a miracle. It’s faith that takes chances, that believes in what cannot be known. And so it is when we are sent out by Jesus – we trust only in his promise that God does not abandon us. 
5. Amazement.
What we find, over and over again, is that when we are completely reliant upon God, he  comes through. The disciples return to Jesus in joy, not disappointed but amazed. They found people who took them in, fed them, received their message. And they found people to heal, to serve, to save from the powers of evil. Together with their host, they experience wonders of God’s healing power. Indeed the kingdom of God has come upon them. 
A church should be a place where the kingdom of God comes near – where together we share in God’s love and witness his power, but we are all called to take that kingdom out of the church and into the world. We do this with some trepidation, but in faith we trust that some will hear what we have to say. Some will welcome the news. For some it will be the best news that they have ever heard. Some lives will be forever transformed. 
Don’t be surprised if you witness miracles!

