John 16:12-15

12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

Romans 5:1-11

5Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
Hope for the Present
I’ve included the Epistle lesson as well as the Gospel lesson in the introduction as I intend to move quickly from the Gospel to the Epistle.
Christians acknowledge that the Holy Trinity is a mystery that no one can fully comprehend. Pastors find that Trinity Sunday is a mystery; we’re not sure who in the congregation is anxiously awaiting some satisfactory explanation of the Triune God, an explanation that we are doomed to fail in, and who is hoping that we avoid the conundrum entirely. I will attempt to take the middle road by explaining it vaguely and quickly. The Trinity is best explained either as Martin Luther explained it – God created, God redeemed, and God sanctifies – or in terms of a relational God – God, who is intrinsically relational (hence triune), so desires relationship with us that he became a human and then sent a spirit to make it possible for us to love him. There: I’m finished! That’s what I have to say regarding the Gospel reading, but to quote Jesus, “I still have many things to say to you.”  
Let me shift now to the reading from Romans. Paul begins by explaining that we have peace with God because we are justified – or made just in God’s eyes – by faith through grace. It is fundamental Christian theology that we try to reduce to mere doctrine. What I mean by that is that we tell ourselves that if we understand the mechanics of how our salvation works, we’ll get a passing grade: we profess faith in Jesus Christ, therefore we’re justified and hence escape God’s wrath, and that brings us peace…or does it? Truly understanding God’s grace should lead to a response: guys, if, when you were in high school, several girls come up to you a month before the Senior Prom and tell you that the most beautiful and popular senior girl really likes you, are you going to simply absorb the news intellectually? Okay, she really likes me. That’s great. It’s good to know that. Are you going to start planning to marry her, have children, settle down, and live your life with her? No, your mind will be set on the here and now; you’ll ask her to the prom. When the news of God’s love, so perfectly expressed in Jesus Christ, is communicated to you, it needs to sink in. It needs to find its way into your heart and into your brain, and when it does there will be an immediate reaction. Failure to act indicates a failure to grasp the news. The reaction to the good news of God’s love is expressed in our faith, or faithfulness, to God. And our faithfulness is expressed in far more ways than simply saying, “I am a Christian.” Our faithfulness is expressed in the way we live our lives. Jesus says, “If you love me you will keep my commandments.” You can argue that this is about doctrine, but any doctrine that you truly believe in should be expressed in your actions. If you truly believe God loves you, you should take heed of what he asks of you. 
And you should believe in his promises, namely abundant life and eternal life. THAT’S A WHOLE LOT OF LIFE! That’s both quantitatively and qualitatively everything we could ever want. We couldn’t ask for more because there’s nothing more to ask for. People often focus on the promise of eternal life and neglect the promise of abundant life, figuring one out of two aint bad. But if you don’t live an abundant life, you can start to lose faith in the eternal life, figuring perhaps that God is not good to his promises. But the problem is usually in how we define abundant life, which is certainly not synonymous with a life of material abundance, or a long life.  Using Jesus as an example of one who lived an abundant life, we find it to mean a life spent in a perfect, loving relationship with the Father and with humanity. Jesus was the freest man to ever live because he had no fears that would hold back his love. His life was certainly not free of suffering, and not free of death, but neither suffering nor death detracted anything from the fullness of his life. And not even the grave could keep him from that perfect fellowship with the Father. 
Both abundant life and eternal life are given to us now. They are not promises that we have to wait for. Our hope is not only in assurance of an afterlife; our hope is not solely grounded in the notion that once our miserable life is over we are whisked off to paradise, where all our problems will be taken care of.  That’s why Paul writes: “Not only that but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us…” (Romans 5:3-5). Our hope is grounded not so much in the future as it is in the present, or to use fancy language, not so much in the transcendent as the imminent! The point of suffering is not just to get through it; it’s to grow from it. Suffering strengthens us and builds our character. Those are attributes that enhance this life, not the next. Therefore we can celebrate even as we suffer, knowing that God remains with us, participates in our suffering, and even death will not separate us from him. 

