 (
    
  
The Bethel Beacon
Bethel United Methodist Church
                                                   July - August
 2011
)[image: lighthouse%20beacon]   [image: C:\Users\Matt\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\D82UOO7U\MM900336513[1].gif]



I pray that this letter finds you in good health and good spirits. After all, it’s summer! The blizzards of Christmas Past are now just unpleasant memories. Now it’s time for street fairs, vacations, and celebrations - the ice cream is dripping, the sprinklers are sprinkling, the fireworks are working, and the air conditioners are installed in the fellowship hall. Hallelujah!
Another reason to celebrate: I’m still here! This is your first summer in a few years when you haven’t been planning for a new pastor…unless you know something that I don’t. I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my first year with my family at Bethel, and though God keeps adding to our “to do” list, our ministry is blossoming. Pray that God would continue to guide us as we embark on ministry together.
June was a busy month (what month isn’t busy?). We rang in the month with a literal BANG as Beauvais-Hudson Post 126 of the American Legion gave a twenty-one gun Memorial Day salute in front of the church. Our own Gordon Ekstrand led the color guard. It was a beautiful service as prayers were said and tribute paid to our fallen heroes of wars present and past. 
On June 4th, many of us enjoyed the Strawberry Festival at Saint Mark’s Church, complete with a flea market, burgers and hot dogs, baked goods, a bouncing castle for the kids, and spectacular strawberry shortcake. 
 (
Greetings,
Friends
)Jason Ciarlante, Nick Henoumont and I spent four days (June 8th – 11th) at Hofstra University for the New York Annual Conference (Gabi and J.J. joined the celebration on the last day). We learned about the varied and abundant ministries of the United Methodist Church, voted on legislation and representatives for the Judicial Conference and 

the big General Conference to be held in 2012, met a lot of great people, and worshiped together. God blessed us all with a spirit of unity during the conference as almost all of the proposed legislation passed by a wide margin. Jason prepared a huge display and comprehensive presentation for our congregation. You can still see the display in the fellowship hall, and Jason, Nick and I are available to answer any questions that anyone may have about Annual Conference.
I was able to take a trip to Indiana to visit my father. We had a wonderful time together, and I was also able to visit aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends. I thank you all for your prayers!
To top off the month, we welcomed two new members on June 26th: Chris and Eileen Tatarka. Chris attended Bethel as a young teenager. He and his wife Eileen have a lovely daughter, Alyssa, who was baptized on the same day that Mommy and Daddy joined Bethel…and she didn’t cry!
On the business side of things, our Board of Trustees has been procuring bids to have some work done on the outside of the church, work which will begin soon! Much of what our Trustees too often goes unnoticed.We are indeed blessed to have a very active, responsive Board that is working hard to take care of our church. Please thank them for their tireless attention to Bethel, and be praying for Bethel as we move forward in our efforts to beautify her and keep her structurally sound for years to come!
Aside from the baptisms / new member services we’ll be holding on July 17th & 24th and August 21st, we’ll be holding worship services downstairs in the Fellowship Hall throughout the Summer. I know that many of you will be traveling around this summer. Let us keep one another in prayer throughout the season 

Peace in Christ,    




Our Covenant:  
To faithfully share our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service
Our Prayers

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

We have been blessed to witness God’s healing in many of our friends and family on our prayer request list. If you have been attending Sunday worship, you know how God has been working through us, in us, and around us. After a long illness, Shirley Blauth is back in church and looking as healthy as ever. Carol Josey has been celebrating her clean bill of health for several weeks. We have also witnessed how God has spoken to the hearts of many a young couple, and we all rejoice at the growing number of toddlers toddling around the church. Despite all of these blessings, our hearts still ache for family, friends, and neighbors who are suffering. In faith, please continue to pray for Gladys Dahlquist, Joyce and Janet, Jim Secola, Erik Brown, George Brown, Jackie Haworth, Michael, Ginna, Danny, Tracy, Barbara Curcio, the family of Anna May Quinn, the Sterner family, Donna Bergrin, Rudy Geiger, the people of Japan, Leslie Alleyne, Hector Ortiz, Seth, John Schaeffer, Patti Sportiello, the family of Evelyn Salerno, Diane Gerardi, James Cambareri, Paul Lol Norden, Valerie Espinoza, Naz Sael, Jerry, Lucas, Tracy, Hilj VanPelt, the family of Mary and James Regan, Cathy Kasza, the family of Woody Smith, Danielle S., Nicole Jensen, Carole Passarini, Shirley Blauth, the Shiekes family, Arthur & Elizabeth Holmberg, the Ward family, Frankie Filapazzo and family, Anula, Donald, and Dinu Perera, Alex Yeats, Jimmy Hills, Dorothy Dolan, Carol Josey, the family of Jessica Moore, Celia Perla, Mary Lake, Jill Kelly, Adrian, Elise Weiser, Peter Rocchio, Robert Helbig, Nancy Aaman, Pearl Ameduri, John Gelles, Bill Cameron, Wally Eagle, Mildred Ekstrand,  Tom Harkins, Caroline Hockins, Marion Iatauro, Irene Olsen, Carol Plumb, Ann Reimenschneider, Estelle Rudd, Isabel Taylor, Samila, Brittany, Al Gundersheimer, the people of Haiti, the people who are struggling for human rights across the world, those who are seeking employment, our service members, veterans,  and their families. May God provide healing for these our friends and family, near and far. 
   

Our Presence
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.” (Matthew 5:14)

Banners are up and flyers are circulating, letting the community know about Vacation Bible School from August 8th – 12th. Looks like it’s gonna be bigger than last year’s, with more staff and (most likely) more children! This a splendid opportunity to teach the Bible basics to our future grown-ups.  Thank you to all who have volunteered thus far. I’d also like to recognize so many of our members who are active ambassadors of Christ throughout the community, on the job, at school, in organizations like the American Legion, the South Shore Band, AARP, UNICEF, and SINY. You truly are bringing light into darkness. May God continue to bless your ministry of presence.
 
Our Gifts
“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.” (Matthew 10:8)
The Holy Spirit has bestowed on our congregation the gift of generosity. Your offerings given on Peace with Justice Sunday have helped people victimized by the ongoing war over resources in The Democratic Republic of Congo. The special offerings we collected to alleviate the suffering of those who were devastated by the earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear crisis in Japan and those suffering from the wave of tornados that recently inflicted so much damage in the South have provided vital resources and services to neighbors around the world, and the tithes that you faithfully offer allow Bethel to remain an active and thriving church.
 
      Our Service
“Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.”(Matthew 25:34-36)
While Bethel actively supports Project Hospitality and the South Shore Food Pantry, we may easily forget that our service to others is service to Christ, and that Sunday Worship is , in fact, service! All our good works should come from thankful hearts that praise God for the salvation that He has already secured in us.  Wherever you may be over the summer, please remember to serve God through communal worship on the Lord’s Day! 


Worship News


 (
July 2011
) (
Contemporary Worship on Saturday Nights
.
In response to the need of many in our community to offer an alternative time for worship, Bethel began holding Saturday Worship in October. We invite you to join us on Saturdays at 5
:30 
pm for worship featuring contemporary Christian praise songs on guitar and drums,
 preaching, and prayer (fellowship and snacks afterwards).
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	  SUN
	MON
	      TUE
	   WED
	 THU
	FRI
	   SAT

	
	
	
	
	
	`
	2
Worship
5:30 p.m.
Movie Night
7 p.m.

	3
Worship 11 a.m.
	4
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	5  Trustees
     3:30 p.m.
Bible Study
7 p.m. 
Parsonage
	6
Leadership 
Training 7 p.m.
87 Nashville St.
	7
	8
	9
Worship
5:30 p.m.


	10
Worship 11 a.m.
	11
	12
Bible Study
7 p.m. 
Parsonage
	13
	14
	15
Project
Hospitality
	16
Worship
5:30 p.m.


	17
     Baptism of     
    Jason Wayne   
     Ciarlante Jr. 
11 a.m. worship
	18
Bowling 
6 p.m.
Showplace
Bible Study
7 p.m. 
   Parsonage
	19
Council 
Meeting 
7:30 p.m.
Bethel
	20
	21
VBS 
Meeting
7 p.m.
Church
	22
TnT
Barbecue
6:00 p.m.
385 Mosely
	23
Worship
5:30 p.m.
 (
Spend Some 
in God’s Word Daily
Visit
http://www.upperroom.org/devotional
Or just visit our website at
www.bethelumcsi.com
and
 click the link on the home page.
)

	24 
    Baptism of 
  Annika Noelle
       Harkin
11 a.m. worship
	25
	26
Bible Study
7 p.m. 
Parsonage
	27
	28
Investment
Meeting
11 a.m.
Church
	29
	30
Worship
5:30 p.m.


	31
 Worship 11 a.m.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
 (
Explore Genesis & Exodus
The scripture readings and sermons for our Saturday evening services throughout July, August, and September will come from the first two books of the Bible, Genesis and Exodus. Genesis means “beginning,” and Exodus means “departure.” These two books cover our faith history from creation to the construction of the Tabernacle in the wilderness after the Hebrews, led by Moses, fled from Egypt. We see how God remains forever with His children, from the eviction of man and woman from the Garden of Eden through their idolatry at the foot of Mount Sinai. We see God’s faithfulness to the promised He makes to Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses. We see amazing allusions to Jesus in God’s words and acts, as He does everything necessary to save His people. We hope you can join us in worship and celebration every Saturday at 5:30 p.m.
)August 2011


	  SUN
	MON
	      TUE
	   WED
	 THU
	FRI
	   SAT

	
	1
	2
Bible Study
7 p.m. 
Parsonage
	3
Pastor out of 
 Office.
	4
	5
	6
Worship
5:30 p.m.
Movie Night
7:00 p.m.


	7
Worship 11 a.m.
S.I. Yankees 
   4:00 p.m.
Richmond 
County Bank
Field 
	8    VBS
	9    VBS
   Trustees 
   3:30 p.m.
   Church
Bible Study
7 p.m. 
Parsonage
	10  VBS
	11  VBS
	12 VBS
	13
Worship
5:30 p.m.


	14
Worship 11 a.m.
	15
	16
Bible Study
7 p.m. 
Parsonage
	17
	18
	019
	20
Worship
5:30 p.m.


	21
Baptism of 
Devon Rumolo Worship 11 a.m.
	22
Family
Portraits
Bethel
	23
Family
Portraits
Bethel
	24
Bible Study
7 p.m. 
Parsonage
	25
	26
	27
Worship
5:30 p.m.


	28
Worship 11 a.m.
	29
	30
Bible Study
7 p.m. 
Parsonage
	31
	
	
	















 (
Lectionary Readings
June 5
th
Acts 1:6-14
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
John 17:1-11
June 12
th
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
John 7:37-39
June 19
th
Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a
Psalm 8
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Matthew 28:16-20
June 26
th
Genesis 22:1-14
Psalm 13
Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42
)

Other news
 (
   
Team Bethel wants You
!
 
 
  
   
Do you like to sing?
Do you play a musical instrument?
Do you enjoy praising God?
Join 
Team Bethel!
Practices are 3 Sundays each month 
from
 9
:30
 – 10
:30 
a
.
m.
For more information,
 
contact 
Karen Jensen at (718) 967-9127
)[image: pointing hand] (
JOIN US FOR
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
August 8
th
 – 12
th
, 2011
9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
For more information
Call (718) 984-1277
Or visit our website: 
www.bethelumcsi.com
)[image: C:\Users\Matt\Pictures\Bethel\VBS\logo_cafe.jpg]
[endnoteRef:1] [1: ] 

 (
          
Across
2. Jacob tricked his father into giving 
   
this
 to him 
rather than
 to his brother.
9. Jacob's job title when he worked for 
Laban
.
10. Jacob's big brother.
11. Where Jacob wrestled with an angel.
                 
Down
1. Son of Jacob and Rachel.
3. The place where 
Laban
 finally caught up 
   
with
 his fleeing son-in-law.
4. The name of the woman who Jacob loved.
5. Number of years that Jacob served 
Laban
.
6. Jacob got this name because he had striven 
   
with
 God and humans.
7. The place where Jacob first met God in a 
 
   
dream
.
8. Jacob's father-in-law.
) (
The Story of Jacob
If you think you have a tarnished past, read about Jacob in Genesis 27-33. Then see if you can solve this 
puzzle!
) (
Would you like to help with our Social Hour
?
It’s easy because we’ll help you! Just sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board (in the entranceway), and let us know what you can bring (the pastor loves sweets!). We’ll brew the coffee and bring in whatever else is needed!
) (
Would you like to receive 
The Beacon
 electronically?
Just email us at 
bumcsi@verizon.com
and
 ask to receive our newsletter via email. 
Be green: save trees!
) (
           
)[image: ]
Happening around Bethel

 (
Judo & Aikido
For 
Youth, Teens, & Adults
with
Blackbelt
 Instructors:
Claire and Dave 
Dogery
                                        
For more info,
call
 Claire
 
at (718) 984-3488
or
Bethel Church
 
at (718) 984-1277
)[image: Judo]
	WHAT’S HAPPENING?
	WHERE?
	WHEN?

	123rd Precinct Meeting
	Aspen Knolls Clubhouse
151 Ilyssa Way
	July 19th
8:00 p.m.

	Thursday evening Starlight Concert
	Snug Harbor Culture Center
	July 21st 
8 – 9 p.m.

	Ragtime Music performed by
Celeste Lederer
	Richmondtown Library
200 Clark Ave.
	 (
New Classes beginning 
In September!
)July 23rd 
2:30 p.m.

	Van Duzer Days
	Van Duzer between Beach & Wright
	July 23 & 30, 
August 6 & 13
Noon – 8 p.m.

	Alzheimer’s Foundation Chinese Auction
	789 Post Ave.
	July 29th 
7:00 p.m.

	Moby Dick Music Celebration
	Fort Wadsworth Harbor Overlook
	July 30th 
6:30 p.m.

	Night Out Against Crime
	Midland Beach 
Turtle Circle
	August 2nd 
5 p.m. – 9 p.m.

	Thursday evening Starlight Concert
	Conference House Park
	August 4th 
7:45 – 10:00 p.m.

	Staten Island Yankees Game
	Richmond County Bank Ballpark
	August 7th,
4 p.m. 

	Thursday evening Starlight Concert
	Clove Lakes Park
	August 11th 
7:45 – 10:00 p.m.

	Back to the Beach Celebration
	Midland Beach
Sea Turtle Circle
	August 13th – 14th 
 (
Keep the dates!
Olan Mills Studios 
will
 be taking
Family Portraits
For our
New Church Directory
On August 22
nd
 & 23
rd
 from 2 p.m. to 9:20 
p.m
Rain dates are available.
Please call (718) 984-1277 to set up an appointment
)12 – 9 p.m.

	Thursday evening Starlight Concert
	Alice Austen House
	August 18th 
8 – 10 p.m. 

	Annual Clothing Distribution
	Brighton Heights Reformed Church
	August 20th 
For info, call  
718-442-5215

	Ragtime Music performed by
Celeste Lederer
	Port Richmond Public Library
75 Bennett St.
	August 20th 
2:30 p.m.

	Golden Oldies Concert & Fireworks
	Ocean Breeze Fishing Pier
	August 26th 
9:00 p.m.

	Peace Pole Dedication/Walk
	St. Peter’s Catholic Church to St. George Terminal
	 (
Remember to wish a 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
to
 the following people!
Laura Ryan (7/1)
EC 
Toth
 (7/11)
Arlene 
Schweikert
 (8/24)
Alex 
Henoumont
 (8/25)
Chris 
Tatarka
 (8/25)
Wally Eagle (9/9)
Please let us know if you were born in July or August 
and
 we didn’t list your birthday here!
(718) 984-1277
     
bumcsi@verizon.net
)August 28th 
2 p.m – 5:30 p.m.

	AARP Chapter Meeting
	St. Paul’s UMC
	September 6th 
1:00 p.m.

	S.I. Council of Churches 
Board Meeting
	2187 Victory Blvd.
	

	Project Hospitality Meal
	Prepared at Bethel
Served at P.H.
	September 16th 
4:00 p.m.

	S.I. Council of Churches Fall Assembly Dinner
	Castleton Hill Moravian Church
	October 6th 
6:30 p.m. 

	Harvest Festival
	St. Paul’s UMC
	October 22nd 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

	WUMC 240th Anniversary Celebration
	Woodrow UMC
	November 12th 




Bethel United Methodist Church
7033 Amboy Road
Tottenville, Staten Island, NY 10307
[bookmark: _Toc281997946][bookmark: _Toc282028216][bookmark: _Toc282028269]Pastor Matt Schaeffer
 (
Bethel United Methodist Church
7033 Amboy Road
Tottenville
, NY 10307
Office: (718) 984-1277
Parsonage: (718) 984-1354
bumcsi@verizon.net
Sunday Schedule
 11:00 A.M.:  Worship
         11:15 A.M.: Sunday 
School
 
(after Children’s Sermon)
   12:15 pm Social Hour
      
Saturday Worship: 5:30 P.M.
Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 P.M. 
(at the parsonage)
Prayer Service: 6:00 – 7:00 A.M. daily
Church office hours:   Tuesday – Thursday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
      Fridays and Saturdays by appointment
)
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