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That’s right – Summer is nearly here, which means it’s allergy season! I guess you could call all the blossoms and newly sprouting vegetation a real mixed blessing. 
( And speaking of vegetation, the Cemetery cleanup on April 9th went quite well. George Clark organized a number of Boy Scout troops to assist us in raking and cutting and hauling off debris. Several of our Girl Scouts (and their families) joined them, as did Tom and Diane Kasprowitz, Don Josey, and Mike Burke. Paul Toth generously provided a l large dumpster. Dottie Baker, Arlene Schweikert, and Carol Josey served up lunch to the hungry scouts when the job was completed. Thank you to all who helped with this event. Bethel Cemetery is looking better than ever!

( We had a spectacular series of Sundays that followed the cleanup: We honored the Girl Scouts on April 10th, and they reciprocated with wonderful baked treats (I sampled them all!) which were promptly consumed during social hour. On April 17th we welcomed The Faith Family Ministry for our Palm Sunday worship celebration, and we were blessed with beautiful, heart-felt music. We had a wonderful fellowship on Easter Sunday as we were reunited with many of our friends and family – among them were Gloria Sweiden and family! We were also blessed with special music by Karen Jensen, Alex Henoumont, Bea Jay, and the Bethel Choir! The following Sunday, often referred to as “Low Sunday” because attendance typically drops dramatically on the Sunday after Easter, was anything but low; We had four young children attending, and Angelina Lubniewski gave me a wonderful sermon. May 8th was Mother’s Day, and Bethel was again blessed with wonderful music, provided by tenor Aaron Caruso and baritone Ross Benoliel. All mothers were honored with flowers, with special recognition given to the youngest mother in attendance (Lori Harkin), the oldest mother in attendance (Mildred Ekstrand), and the mother of the most children in attendance (also Mildred Ekstrand). Mildred reminded us of another mother who could not attend worship but nonetheless deserves mention: Irene Olsen who truly holds the title for the oldest mother in the congregation, beating Mildred by two years! May 15th turned out to be a “normal” Sunday, but we were blessed to see Ken, Shannon, and Julianne Quick with us having recently returned from vacation. Julianne broke the news to the congregation that she’s expecting a little sister or brother soon! On May 22nd we welcomed our District Superintendent Noel Chin to our worship service and held a lunch celebration after the service to dedicate the parsonage. Thanks to Dottie Baker, Arlene Schweikert, Vicky Rivelli, and all the folks who brought in the food for making the event both fun and delicious. Thanks also to Bob Brown for painting the trim in front of the parsonage, and Tom Kasprowitz and Don Bischoff for their gardening expertise. 

( Bethel held it’s Spring Fair and Plant Sale on May 6th and 7th. The weather was perfect, and the pulled pork went over particularly well. Thanks to all those dedicated Bethelites (Bethelians? Bethelese?) who made this event so successful. Sous Chef Edwin Duran served up a hearty and gourmet breakfast with Gary and Danielle Bergrin and Bob Brown ably assisting.  
( I should not fail to mention Irene Olsen’s birthday party. Many of us gathered at her house to ring in her ninety-second birthday on April 19th. Fun was had by all, and we look forward to more celebrations down the road!

( As I’m writing this, I’m also in the midst of planning for our May 29th worship service. We look forward to welcoming Paul and Rosemarie Gierman as we dedicate our newest hymnals (The Faith We Sing) in memory of Paul’s father, George Gierman. I’m looking forward to an exciting Summer at Bethel. May God bless all of you!
Peace in Christ,    

Our Covenant:  

To faithfully share our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service

Our Prayers

“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)
The friends and family of Bethel UMC thank our Lord God for giving us one another that we may worship together, rejoice together, laugh together, and sometimes cry together. We lift up those members of our family and community, local and global, who are in need of God’s healing and comfort: We pray that the light of Jesus Christ would reflect from all people and that God’s love would guide our thoughts, words, and deeds. We also bring the needs of the following friends before God: Susan Stack, the family of Edward McCann, Michael, Ginna, Danny, Tracy, Barbara Curcio, the family of Anna May Quinn, Marie Kleinfeldt, the Sterner family, Donna Bergrin, the people of Joplin, Missouri, the people of Japan, Leslie Alleyne, Hector Ortiz, Seth, John Schaeffer, Patti Sportiello, the family of Evelyn Salerno, Diane Gerardi, Lois Victor, James Cambareri, Paul Lol Norden, Mary Dyre, Valerie Espinoza, Naz Sael, Jerry, Lucas, Tracy, Hilj VanPelt, the family of Mary and James Regan, Cathy Kasza, the family of Woody Smith, the family of Louise Hewitt Farrell, Danny D’Albero, Danielle S., Nicole Jensen, Carole Passarini, Shirley Blauth, the Shiekes family, Arthur & Elizabeth Holmberg, the Ward family, Frankie Filapazzo and family, Anula, Donald, and Dinu Perera, Alex Yeats, Jimmy Hills, Dorothy Dolan, Carolyn Leary, Carol Josey, the family of Jessica Moore, Celia Perla, Mary Lake, Jill Kelly, Adrian, Elise Weiser, Peter Rocchio, Robert Helbig, Nancy Aaman, Pearl Ameduri, John Gelles, Bill Cameron, Wally Eagle, Mildred Ekstrand,  Tom Harkins, Caroline Hockins, Marion Iatauro, Irene Olsen, Carol Plumb, Ann Reimenschneider, Estelle Rudd, Isabel Taylor, Samila, Brittany, Al Gundersheimer, the people of Haiti, the people who are struggling for human rights across the world, our service members, veterans,  and their families.
Our Presence

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.” (Matthew 5:14)
Bethel Church actively shares Christ’s presence by engaging in various community activities such as Project Hospitality, the South Shore Food Pantry, and the South Shore Council of Churches. The church most recently hosted our Spring Fair and Plant Sale which brought together friends from the community for two days of delicious food, flea market shopping, and overall good fellowship. Members of our congregation bring Christ to the community through their professions and volunteer services; among our congregation are people actively involved in the American Legion, the South Shore Band, AARP, and Project Hospitality. Some of our members volunteer their time and talent by reading for children, visiting those in nursing homes, and advocating for those who are suffering from cancer. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we faithfully serve our Lord with our presence.

Our Gifts

“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.” (Matthew 10:8)

Giving is an expression of our faith. As a part of the United Methodist Church, Bethel participates in disaster relief efforts in Sri Lanka, Brazil, Haiti, Southern Sudan, Mexico, Japan, and most recently the Southeastern United States. Through special offerings collected on Human Relations Day, One Great Hour of Sharing, Native American Ministries Sunday, Peace with Justice Sunday, and United Methodist Student Day, we faithfully provide  support to our brothers and sisters in need. The church is actively engaged in advocacy against human trafficking. We offer support to Project Hospitality and the South Shore Food Pantry to address more local needs. Through our financial, material, and musical gifts, the people of Bethel freely and joyfully offer ourselves to God and community.  
      Our Service
“Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.”(Matthew 25:34-36)
It is the greatest honor and pleasure to serve God, and we at Bethel celebrate God’s calling each one of us. We continue to build our church ministry to become more engaged in service to our community. We hold leadership classes to help us build a strong body in Christ and provide spiritual and material support to our family and community. We always welcome those who care to join us in offering the sacrifice of praise through our worship. As our numbers grow, so too shall our service to Christ increase.  To God be the glory!
Worship News
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   Leadership  

       class

      7 p.m. 

  87 Nashville St.


	2
	3
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    Movie

    Night

	5   
	6
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planning 

meeting

7:30 p.m.
	7


	8                           9           10            11

New York Annual Conference – Hofstra

	12  
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	14  Flag Day.

     Trustees 

     Meeting 

   12:30 p.m.
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Father’s Day
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Justice Sunday
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      Summer

      begins
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Other news
[image: image9.wmf][image: image10.jpg]







Happening around Bethel


	WHAT’S HAPPENING?
	WHERE?
	WHEN?

	Staten Island Yankees Game
	Richmond County Bank Ballpark
	August 7th,

4 p.m. 





Bethel United Methodist Church

7033 Amboy Road

Tottenville, Staten Island, NY 10307

Pastor Matt Schaeffer





Bless You!





    �  The Bethel Beacon


� EMBED MSDraw.1.01 ���


Bethel United Methodist Church						                                                            June 2011





What is Pentecost?











 





vbs








           � INCLUDEPICTURE "http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/puzzles/84892xrivy.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





Easter Day





Read the Resurrection story in John (chapter 20) to help you solve the crossword puzzle!








          clues





Across


2. Which disciple was missing from the room when Jesus first appeared?


5. Which Mary arrived first at Jesus' tomb?


Down


1. Who entered the tomb first on Easter?


3. Mary saw two of these sitting inside the tomb.


4. What the disciples did when they saw Jesus.


6. The condition of the tomb on Easter morning.





Don’t Neglect Your Spirit this Summer.


It’s getting to be vacation time for many of us – time to get away, to meet new people or visit friends in distant places, TO HAVE AN ADVENTURE! Relax. Enjoy yourself. Don’t answer your cell phone. In fact, don’t even look at your watch! But don’t forget to worship the Lord.


We have forgotten the purpose of the Sabbath Day. God gave us a day of rest, but rather than being a time to get away, the Sabbath was intended to be a time to reflect upon God’s goodness, to be thankful for what He has provided us, To rejoice over everything that God, in his grace has done for us.


Yet how often do we think about God during our “day off”? Our minds so easily become focused on own pleasure that we don’t even acknowledge that God has made it possible for us to have such pleasure. 


I encourage you this summer, as you rest on a beach, as you dance in a club, as you ride the newest roller coaster, to offer God a “thank you” for the joy you experience. And if you happen to be out of town on Sunday, find a place to worship. Christians are everywhere, and you can probably see a church from your hotel balcony.  Share your praises with others, thanking God for Christian fellowship and a love that embraces all people in all places. And pray for your church back home. We’ll be praying for you as well!





Would you like to help with our Social Hour?





It’s easy because we’ll help you! Just sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board (in the entranceway), and let us know what you can bring (the pastor loves sweets!). We’ll brew the coffee and bring in whatever else is needed!























Contemporary Worship on Saturday Nights.





In response to the need of many in our community to offer an alternative time for worship, Bethel began holding Saturday Worship in October. We invite you to join us on Saturdays at 5:30 pm for worship featuring contemporary Christian praise songs on guitar and drums, preaching, and prayer (fellowship and snacks afterwards).
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Judo & Aikido


For 


Youth, Teens, & Adults


with


Blackbelt Instructors:


Claire and Dave Dogery





                                                             �





For more info,





call Claire at (718) 984-3488


or


Bethel Church at (718) 984-1277





Family Movie Night 


Looking for a fun, wholesome way to spend a Saturday night? 


Come join us on June 4th at 7 pm for our Family Movie Night 


at Bethel Church in the Fellowship Hall. 


Free refreshments!


           �        �





Bethel United Methodist Church


7033 Amboy Road


Tottenville, NY 10307


Office: (718) 984-1277


Parsonage: (718) 984-1354


bumcsi@verizon.net





Sunday Schedule


 11:00 AM:  Worship


         11:15 AM: Sunday School (after Children’s Sermon)


   12:15 pm Social Hour


      Saturday Worship: 5:30 PM


Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 PM (at the parsonage)


Wednesday Bible Study: 10:00 AM (at the church)


Prayer Service: 6:00 AM daily





Church office hours:   Tuesday – Thursday, 9am – 3pm


                           Fridays by appointment




















June 2011

















Lectionary Readings


June 5th


Acts 1:6-14


Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35


1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11


John 17:1-11





June 12th


Acts 2:1-21


Psalm 104:24-34, 35b


1 Corinthians 12:3b-13


John 7:37-39





June 19th


Genesis 1:1 – 2:4a


Psalm 8


2 Corinthians 13:11-13


Matthew 28:16-20





June 26th


Genesis 22:1-14


Psalm 13


Romans 6:12-23


Matthew 10:40-42





   Team Bethel wants You!  


  �


   


Do you like to sing? Do you play a musical instrument?   


       Do you enjoy praising God? Join Team Bethel!  


      Practices are 3 Sundays each month from 9 – 10am.  


For more information,


contact Karen Jensen at (718) 967-9127





Spend Some in God’s Word Daily





Visit





� HYPERLINK "http://www.upperroom.org/devotional" �http://www.upperroom.org/devotional�





Or just visit our website at





� HYPERLINK "http://www.bethelumcsi.com" �www.bethelumcsi.com�


and click the link on the home page.





Bethel Opens Early for Prayers


How lovely is your dwelling place, LORD Almighty!


(Psalm 84:1)


That’s right! Each and every morning, you’re invited to come pray at Bethel. Doors open at 6am. Come join us! Get your day started by spending some quiet time with the Lord. And join the pastor for a Fellowship Breakfast every Saturday morning after prayers.
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