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The Bethel Beacon
Bethel United Methodist Church
                                                   
Novem
ber
 2011
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Dear Family in Christ,
My heart is warmed and a smile comes to my face when I consider all the news from the past month. We have been a busy little congregation, and the fruits of our labor are evident:
· So many of you have been so generous.  People have brought in numerous contributions from the Cranberry Festival’s “most wanted list.” Aside from the soda and plates and forks and dish soap and sugar, FIFTY THREE TURKEYS have filled our freezers! Furthermore, we have more advertisements, boosters, and memorials for this year’s Cranberry Journal than ever before – special thanks to all of you who went out to solicit ads, and especially to EC, Karen, and Nick who compiled the journal. The busy bakers of Bethel spent two days in the church kitchen whipping up cranberry sauce and cakes – conveniently the pastor and a few trustees were on hand to ensure and confirm the delectability of all these goodies.
· And people have given in other ways: Many of you knit stocking caps for the children of North Korea as a way of showing them that Christ is alive and the world cares and prays for them. Our call for toys to stock our rapidly-growing nursery has been so graciously answered by a number of parents and grandparents that we now have a box of “reserve toys” for those tense situations when something new is needed to prevent a tearful outburst.
·  (
Let the Festivities Begin!
)A few days ago, a squad of Bethelites gave their time and energy to cleaning up around the church, sweeping sidewalks mowing grass, shoveling and spreading dirt, weeding, trimming, raking, bagging, and keeping their pastor physically fit. It turned out to be a splendid outreach opportunity as several pedestrians stopped to chat with us – one even joined in the clean up. Talk about outreach that pays off!
· Speaking of cleaning up, we’ve had some basic maintenance done on ol’ Bethel Church. A contractor was hired to repoint the brickwork in the bell tower and to remove some of the stucco that was separating from the brick on the outside of the church. The trustees brought in a consultant to advise us on what steps could be taken to fix the building exterior and they are currently exploring some repair options. Meanwhile, Bob Brown has been steadily working on the men’s room, painting the walls and fixing the floors, and Tom Kasprowitz is getting our “spare” bathroom in working order for the Cranberry Festival and beyond.
· In October we celebrated the wedding of member Jessica Belnaivis to Matthew Goll – may God bring them abundant joy as they begin their life together. We also celebrated the life of our very special friend Estelle Rudd, who was called home this past August and was such an inspiration to so many of our members. It was a joy to hear so many of her family and friends share their memories of this beautiful person. She will be missed. 
· Lastly, Bethel Churched was graced with new members this past month: Nick and Kristen Sannino joined the church on October 23. They bring with them their two sons, Ashton, who was baptized at Bethel in 2007, and Carson, whose baptism was celebrated on the day Nick and Kristen joined us. We thank the Lord for building our family and pray that we would uphold them in Christian love for many years to come. 
· I’m looking forward to seeing many of you at the Cranberry Festival on November 4th and 5th. May God bring you joy this Thanksgiving as you reflect upon all His grace and love and goodness.

				Yours in Christ, 






Our Covenant:  
To faithfully share our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, our witness.
Our Prayers

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” (Romans 12:12)

As we are bound, one to the other in Christ’s love, so we share in the struggles of friends, family, and neighbors, near and far. In earnest, we bring the before God in prayer: those who are suffering from hunger in eastern Africa, the Ronckowitz family, Nancy, Ju Hae, Ruth Knott, Greg and Kelly Costello, Naresh Kumar, Chris Kristaflakis, Paul Geidel, Joe Menahan, Tom Deluca, George Jensen, Ann Linkh, Wally Eagle,  Mary Dyer, Gladys Dahlquist, Joyce and Janet, Jim Secola, Danny, Tracy, Barbara Curcio, the Sterner family, Donna Bergrin, Rudy Geiger, Leslie Alleyne, Hector Ortiz, Seth, John Schaeffer, Patti Sportiello, the family of Evelyn Salerno, Diane Gerardi, James Cambareri, Paul Lol Norden, Valerie Espinoza, Naz Sael, Jerry, Lucas, Tracy, Hilj VanPelt, the family of Mary and James Regan, Cathy Kasza, the family of Woody Smith, Danielle S., Nicole Jensen, Carole Passarini, Shirley Blauth, the Shiekes family, Frankie Filapazzo and family, Anula, Donald, Triveni, and Dinu Perera, Alex Yates, Richard, Jimmy Hills, Dorothy Dolan, Carol Josey, the family of Jessica Moore, Celia Perla, Mary Lake, Adrian, Elise Weiser, Peter Rocchio, Robert Helbig, Nancy Aaman, Pearl Ameduri, John Gelles, Bill Cameron, Mildred Ekstrand,  Tom Harkins, Caroline Hockins, Marion Iatauro, Irene Olsen, Carol Plumb, Ann Reimenschneider, Isabel Taylor, Samila, Brittany, Al Gundersheimer, the people of Haiti, the people who are struggling for human rights across the world, those who are seeking employment, our service members, veterans,  and their families.
Prayer is not just about asking God to do something; prayer is also about being in God’s presence. Maintaining a discipline of prayer allows Christ’s healing to work within you, his Word to teach you, his grace to restore you, and his love to embrace you. Put God on your schedule, and through prayer and meditation on scripture, hear what He has to share with you.  
   
   Our Presence
“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.” (Matthew 5:14)

It’s not hard to see how badly this world needs Christ. As Christians, we bring that presence to those who suffer in their sin as well as to those who suffer at the hands of the sinful. Every day brings countless opportunities to 


shine God’s light in the darkness. And God’s light is not selective; “He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good.” (Matthew 4:45). Whether it be welcoming visitors to our church or checking out at the supermarket, the people we meet need to know God’s infinite love.

  Our Gifts
“…let them offer thanksgiving sacrifices, and tell of his deeds with songs of joy.” (Psalm 107:22)
We live in world greatly divided in terms of wealth: while some live with plenty, others struggle for enough to survive. Our love for God, like our love for our neighbor, can be measured by how much we are willing to sacrifice, just as we witness God’s love most completely in the sacrifice of His Son, Jesus. Considering what God has given to us, what can we not afford to give Him?
 
      Our Service
“Truly I tell you, just as you  did it to the least of these my brothers or sisters, you did it to me.” (Matthew 25:40)
It’s tempting to limit our love to Jesus and withhold it from others, but what does that tell us about our love? Is it really love at all? It’s certainly not God’s love. Jesus made it clear that we must love “the least of these” as we would love him. Jesus taught us to pray, “Thy kingdom come,” and each of us has a part to play in establishing God’s kingdom “on earth, as it is in heaven.” Let our service to our fellow human beings be motivated by our vision of God’s coming reign.   

   Our Witness
“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,      full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)
God has created us anew through Christ – our lives bear witness to this. The world has a need to know from whence salvation comes, and as Christians, we offer the world the answer. The Gospel message is pure, simple, and liberating. It must not be distorted.  It need not be embellished with complicated logic. It is the best news that anyone can ever hear. But people who live in fear and despair may never know the Good News unless we share it with them. Freely you have received; freely give to others. 


 (
What’s 
Happening
 in October
)

	  SUN
	MON
	      TUE
	   WED
	 THU
	FRI
	   SAT

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
6 a.m. prayers
Worship 5:30 p.m.
Church
Movie Night
7 p.m.
Church

	2
World Communion 
Sunday
6 a.m. prayers
Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday School 
11:15
Nominations 
Committee 12:45 
	3           
6 a.m. prayers
Spanish class
7:30 p.m. 
Church 
	4
6 a.m. prayers
Bible Study
7 p.m.
Parsonage
	5
6 a.m. prayers
Leadership
Training 7 p.m.
87 Nashville St.
	6
6 a.m. prayers
	7
6 a.m. prayers
	8
6 a.m. prayers
Worship 5:30 p.m.
Church


	9
Children’s Sabbath
6 a.m. prayers 
Team Bethel 9:30
Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday School 
11:15
Charge Conference
12:45 p.m.
	10
6 a.m. prayers 

Columbus Day
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	11
6 a.m. prayers 
Trustees Meeting
1 p.m.
Church
Bible Study
7 p.m.
Parsonage
	12
6 a.m. prayers 
South Shore 
Council 11 a.m. 

Wedding rehearsal
6:30 p.m. 
Church
	13
6 a.m. prayers
	14
6 a.m. prayers

Goll/Belnaivis 
Wedding 3 p.m.
Church
	15
6 a.m. prayers
Memorial Service
For Estelle Rudd
11 a.m. Church

Worship
5:30 p.m.
Church

	16
Bread for the 
World Sunday
(laity Sunday)
6 a.m. prayers
Team Bethel 9:30
Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday School 
11:15
	117
6 a.m. prayers 
 Spanish class
 7:30 p.m. 
   Church
	18
6 a.m. prayers 
 Bible Study
 7 p.m.
 Parsonage
	19
6 a.m. prayers

Fall cleanup 
9 a.m. at Bethel


	20
6 a.m. prayers

	21
6 a.m. prayers


	22
6 a.m. prayers
Worship
5:30 p.m.
Church


	23
6 a.m. prayers
Team Bethel 9:30
Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday School 
11:15
Baptism and
Welcome of 
new members.
	24
6 a.m. prayers
Spanish class
7:30 p.m. 
Church
	25
6 a.m. prayers
Bible Study
7 p.m.
Parsonage


	26
6 a.m. prayers
	27
6 a.m. prayers


	28
6 a.m. prayers
	29

	30
6 a.m. prayers
Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday School 
11:15

	31
Reformation Day
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	November 4th
Cranberry Festival
Turkey Dinners
4 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
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	November 5th
Cranberry Festival
Flea Market & Food
8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
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Worship service
5:30 p.m.
Movie Night 7 p.m.


We are in the middle of Hispanic heritage month (Sept. 15th – Oct. 15th)!
 (
Happening Around Bethel
October 6
th
  
Staten Island Council of Churches Fall Dinner
Huguenot Reform Church
6:30 p.m.
October 22
nd
 
Harvest Festival 
St. Paul’s Church
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
November 4
th
 
Staten Island Council of Churches Board Meeting
2187 Victory Boulevard
2 p.m.
November 23
rd
 
South Shore Thanksgiving Service
Bethel UMC
7 p.m.
Lectionary Readings
October 2
nd
 
October 9
th
 
October 16
th
 
October 23
rd
 
October 30
th
 
Exodus 20:1-4,
 7-9, 12-20
Psalm 19
Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46
Exodus 32:1-14
Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23
Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14
Exodus 33:12-23
Psalm 99
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22
Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
Matthew 22:34-46 
Joshua 3:7-17
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13
Matthew 23:1-12
)



Bethel ne

news & INFO
 (
Bethel’s Most Wanted List
We’re moving into high gear in our preparations
 for the Cranberry Festival
, and we need YOUR HELP! Included in this newsletter is our Most Wanted List, items we need for the festival. Donations are appreciated, but we can reimburse you for the cost. If you have any questions, please contact Arlene 
Schweikert
 at (718) 948-1350.
Also included in the newsletter
 is a 
Journal Ad Form. 
Please help support the church by purchasing an ad or 
Memorial Listing and sending your check with the form to us at 7033 Amboy Road, Staten Island, NY 10307. 
THE DEADLINE FOR JOURNAL ENTRIES IS OCTOBER 
15
TH
, SO PLEASE SEND 
YOUR
 CHECK SOON!
As always, 
Your
 generosity is appreciated!
) (
   
Team Bethel wants You
!
 
 
  
   
Do you like to sing?
Do you play a musical instrument?
Do you enjoy praising God?
Join 
Team Bethel!
Practices are 3 Sundays each month 
from
 9
:30
 – 10
:30 
a
.
m.
For more information,
 
contact 
Karen Jensen at (718) 967-9127
)[image: pointing hand]








 (
Support Saint Paul’s Food Pantry
In these difficult times of high unemployment and cuts in government spending, more and more people are finding it harder and harder to make ends meet and relying upon the Church to help 
them get by. Bethel Church collects
 
non-perishable food items for Saint
 Paul’s
 Food Pantry. Our collection basket is just inside the front door of the church. As the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays approach, let us remember what God has blessed us with and make a concerted effort to share it with others. The next time you go grocery shopping, pick up something for those in need knowing that you bring them not only food but assurance of God’s providence!
)
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 (
Toys Wanted!
Thank you everyone who has brought in toys to stock our nursery
. If you 
would like 
to donate
 any toys
, please bring them by the church, or we can arrange to pick them up from you. Please call (718) 984-1354!
)
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 (
Judo & Aikido
For Youth, Teens, & Adults
with
Blackbelt
 Instructors:
Claire and Dave 
Dogery
                                                
For more info,
 
call
 Claire
 
at (718) 984-3488
or
 
Bethel Church
 
at (718) 984-1277
)[image: Judo]
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Contemporary Worship on Saturday Nights
.
Bethel holds a worship service on Saturdays at 5:30 p.m
. We invite you to join us on Saturdays at 5
:30 
pm for worship featuring contemporary Christian praise songs
, preaching, prayer, and fellowship.
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 (
Tuesdays 7-8 p.m.
Only $7 per lesson!
First lesson is free
for
 teens and youth
!
)









Other info
 (
Spend Some 
Time 
in
 God’s Word Daily
Visit
http://www.upperroom.org/devotional
Or just visit our website at
www.bethelumcsi.com
and
 click the link on the home page.
) (
Would you like to help with our Social Hour
?
It’s easy because we’ll help you! Just sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board (in the entranceway), and let us know what you can bring (the pastor loves sweets!). We’ll brew the coffee and bring in whatever else is needed!
)



 (
     
What’s 
Up
 with the 
big machine
??
You may have noticed a tree or two growing on the front of (rather than 
in
 front of) Bethel Church. This is not normal. 
Therefore there is a telescopic boom 
  
(I had to look that up)
sitting
 beside the church. 
We have hired a crew to work on the façade to clear the brush and prevent t
ree
s
 from growing out of our church
 in the future. The crew should begin work in early October. 
We will still be able to use the front doors throughout this project. 
For
 more information, you can speak to the pastor or to Tom 
Kasprowitz
, our 
Beloved 
Trustees Chairman.
)


 (
Keep the Date: October 19
th
Bethel will conduct a Fall Cleanup on Wednesday the 19
th
 begi
nning at 9 a.m. The plan is to clean up around the outside of the church. You can work for eight minutes or eight hours; any help is appreciated. Bring gloves, rakes, shovels, and 
stamina
.
)
 (
Clues Down
1. A document that was believed 
  
    
to  grant
 a person pardon from sin.
3. Luther wrote 37 of these.
4. The castle where Luther hid to 
    
escape
 persecution.
7. The name of the pope at the time 
     
of
 the Reformation
.
) (
Clues Across
2. Luther's wife's occupation before marriage.
5. A book that Luther wrote to teach the basics 
    
of
 the Christian faith.
6. The book that Luther translated into German.
)[image: http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/puzzles/04097xszny.png] (
Reformation Day
October 31
st
 commemorates more than just witches, ghosts, and 
goulish
 creatures. It is also REFORMATION DAY. It was on that day in 1517 that Martin Luther, 
an Augustinian monk and priest in Wittenberg, Germany, unintentionally launched the Protestant Reformation by nailing a notice that later became known as “the ninety-five theses” to the castle church
 door. This document would become the catalyst for the Protestants’ split with Catholicism.
 
Test your knowledge of the Reformation – see if you can solve the puzzle. For help you may go to
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant_Reformation
 
and find the answers. Enjoy!
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Bethel United Methodist Church
7033 Amboy Road
Tottenville, Staten Island, NY 10307
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 (
Bethel United Methodist Church
7033 Amboy Road
Tottenville
, NY 10307
Office: (718) 984-1277
Parsonage: (718) 984-1354
bumcsi@verizon.net
Sunday Schedule
 11:00 A.M.:  Worship
         11:15 A.M.: Sunday 
School
 
(after Children’s Sermon)
   12:15 pm Social Hour
      
Saturday Worship: 5:30 P.M.
Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 P.M. 
(at the parsonage)
Prayer Service: 6:00 – 7:00 A.M. daily
Family Movie Night: the first Saturday of every month, 7:00 p.m.
Church office hours:   Tuesday – Thursday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
      Fridays and Saturdays by appointment
)
image4.wmf

oleObject1.bin

image5.wmf

image6.wmf

image7.wmf

image8.jpeg




image9.wmf

image10.wmf

image11.wmf

image12.jpeg




image13.wmf

image14.wmf

image15.gif




image16.png




image17.wmf

image18.wmf

image2.wmf

image3.png




