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Happy New Year!
And this New Year does indeed find me happy! Reflecting on the past year, the beginning of my relationship with Bethel Church, I have a lot to thank God for. We have faced numerous challenges – some familiar; some new – and have met each one with faith and confidence in God’s strength and uncanny ability to provide for our every need. He has allowed us to shine (as a beacon, one might say) amidst adversity that would rock any mortal not bound by faith to the Rock of Ages.

(  There is hunger among the people of Bethel to delve into God’s word. We began a Tuesday night Bible Study and have been truly blessed with a deeper understanding of scripture, not to mention a lot of laughs, deepened bonds of friendship, a sharing of our cooking skills, and some fine cups of coffee. 

( Bethel Church continues to open her doors for prayer hour every day from 6:00 (yawn) AM – 7:00 AM. On any given morning you can find two or three early birds in the sanctuary opening their hearts to God. The service has also drawn people who seek a quiet time at the beginning of the day to find fellowship and focus. The prayer hour has also led to a regular fellowship breakfast at the parsonage (and on occasion the Page Diner) immediately following prayer time on Saturday mornings.

[image: image3.wmf](  Bethel has responded to the needs of many members and friends who had been unable to join in worship and fellowship on Sundays by initiating Saturday worship services in October.  God has surprised me (as he so often does) by bringing people to Saturday worship who then became regulars at Sunday morning worship! 
(   Speaking of regulars, we welcomed two new members in November; Trisha Romano and Alex Henoumont. Alex was baptized, and both Trisha and Alex professed their faith in Christ as Savior and Lord. We have a third member scheduled to join us in January – Anula Perera – who was under the weather on the day of the ceremony. We will be holding New Member classes again in February and hoping to have some more smiling faces join us in March!
( Necessity, they say, is the mother of invention, and Bethel’s need for a regular church musician led several of us to pool our talents and lead the congregation in praise on December 12th. Encouraging feedback from the congregation led us to form Team Bethel, a small ensemble of musicians who will be leading the congregation in songs once every month. If you would like to join Team Bethel, just contact Karen Jensen (718-967-9127). No audition required.
( A consortium of carolers brought good cheer to families and friends of Bethel on December 17th and 22nd. The chief organizer was Ken Quick, who also shuttled the ensemble in his van and provided donuts and entertainment following the singing. The whole experience has left many of us longing to find Easter carols somewhere in the Church’s musical archives, thus affording us an excuse to repeat the whole event prior to next Christmastide.

As we begin 2011, I joyfully anticipate the blessings that God has in store for Bethel Church and pray that He will continue to build His kingdom within you and around you.
                                                   Peace in Christ,

Our Covenant:  

To faithfully share our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service

Our Prayers
Please pray that Bethel United Methodist Church may serve God in unity with Christ’s Church as we bear witness by word and deed to the transforming love of God, and also for… the family of Woody Smith, the family of Louise Hewitt Farrell, Linda Belnavis, Anula Perera’s sister Rani, Barbara Geidel, Danny D’Albero, the family of Robert Cox, the Curto family, Danielle S., Nicole Jensen, Carole Passarini, Glenn Bergrin, Shirley Blauth, the Shiekes family, Arthur & Elizabeth Holmberg, the Ward family, Frankie Filapazzo and family, Donald Perera,  Jimmy Hills, Eric Brown, Dorothy Dolan, Carolyn Leary, Carol Josey, the family of Jessica Moore, Celia Perla, Mary Ward, Mary Lake, Jill Kelly, James Cambareri, Adrian, Elise Weiser, Peter Rocchio, Dawn Foxxe, Robert Helbig, Nancy Aaman, Pearl Ameduri, John Gelles, Bill Cameron, Wally Eagle, Mildred Ekstrand,  Tom Harkins, Caroline Hockins, Marion Iatauro, Irene Olsen, Carol Plumb, Ann Reimenschneider, Estelle Rudd, Isabel Taylor, Samila, the people of Haiti, the people of Korea, our service members and their families.

   Our Presence

Through the Spring Festival, Cranberry Festival, and Vacation Bible School, Bethel Church has established herself  in Tottenville as a place where God’s presence is felt through the warmth and hospitality of her members. Regular phone calls and visits with the homebound help us remember that we are one body in Christ despite any physical distance between us on any given Sunday. Love baskets and Christmas caroling remind members and friends that they are cherished and always in our hearts. We keep you informed of our activities through email, newsletter, our website www.bethelumcsi.com, and at www.facebook.com/Bethel United Methodist Church.
Our Gifts

Giving is one way of worshiping the One who has so abundantly blessed each of us with all things and who tells us that whatever we do “for the least of these,” we do for our Lord. This year, besides giving 100% of our apportionments to the United Methodist Church this year, we contributed regularly to Saint Paul’s Food Pantry and prepared meals for Project Hospitality, and we helped make Christmas special for many by preparing gifts for Samaritan’s Purse as well as a family with six young children here in Staten Island. What a joy that God invites us to participate in his ministry to the world!
     Our Service

We celebrate and appreciate so many of our members who have selflessly served the church and community. While so many of you serve in a variety of ways, here’s where you deserve particular recognition:

· Arlene Schweikert, Beth Cherrick, Mary Worstel, and Hyesun Schaeffer for their work with Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, and the Christmas Pageant.
·  Dagmar Geidel, Dottie Baker, Donna Bergrin, and EC Toth, for faithfully preparing food and beverages for our Social Hour.
· Lillian Leary and Karen Jensen for their steadfast service in managing financial affairs, coordinating musicians and liturgists for Sunday worship, 
· Vickie Rivelli for handling all matters relating to our cemetery and taking extra time to beautify and decorate the church. 

· Carol Plumb for creative thinking and for arranging to have such a wonderful musician join us in December.

· George Jensen and Tom Kasprowitz for boldly repairing devices within the church (often working at high altitudes!).

· Carol Josey for consistently preparing food for pot lucks and Project Hospitality meals.
· Gordon Ekstrand, Gary Bergrin, and Ken Quick for faithfully greeting, seating, and in all ways welcoming worshipers. 
· Trish Romano, Alex Henoumont, Anthony DiBlasio, and for blessing worshipers with their musical skills.

· Laura Ryan, Leslie Lake, and Gloria Shaw for always ensuring that the sanctuary is beautiful, color-coordinated, and prepared for worship.

· Diane Kasprowitz for having the stamina and clarity of mind to coordinate the Cranberry festival, and for her very special way of making newcomers feel welcome.

· Rob Cherrick for taking doing such an excellent job on our street sign and taking the initiative to make an additional sign indicating the pastor’s office hours.

· Greg Adams, Al Gundershiemer, and Nick Henoumont for always saying “okay” when asked to serve.
· Shannon Smith for making Julianne the most adorable member of the congregation.

· Wally Eagle for bringing things from home to share with all his friends and family at Bethel. 

·  Bea Jay for being such a “regular” musician at Bethel, both for worship services and for Vacation Bible School.
· For those unmentioned servants who bless the church in so many other ways!
Worship wall
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From the mailbox



Happening around Bethel

	WHAT’S HAPPENING?
	WHERE?
	WHEN?

	Trustees Meeting
	Bethel
	January 7th, 11am

	Team Bethel Meeting
	Bethel
	January 9th, during/after social hour

	New Member Celebration
	The Parsonage
	January 16th, immediately after service 

	13th Annual Unity Service
	St. Theresa’s Roman Catholic Church
	January 19th, 7pm

	South Shore Church Council Meeting
	AME Zion Church
	January 22nd, 10am

	Cranberry/Spring Festival Planning Meeting
	Bethel
	January 23rd, during/after social hour.

	Worship Team Meeting
	Bethel
	January 30th, during/after social hour.

	S.I. Council of Churches Annual Awards Dinner
	Old Bermuda Inn
	February 3rd,  6pm
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Church Office: 718-984-1277


Pastor’s Study:  718-984-1354


Email: bumcsi@verizon.net


Cell phone:  631-492-7993*


  *for pastoral emergencies and urgent business  








Dear Lil, Arlene and Bethel friends,





 Once again I was a recipient of a wonderful Christmas gift! I don't think I've seen such a large variety of goodies! It didn't take me long to "dive-in". Thank you all again for your thoughtfulness at this Christmas season. You are Bethel's angels!


A happy and healthy 2011 to all. Many warm thanks to you.


                         Sincerely, 





                             Alva Shulz











Dear Friends, 





Thank you so much for the generous basket which really came in handy! Happy Holidays, especially “Merry Christmas.” 





		Sincerely, 


		Darle Nagiel


              (for Marion Iatauro)








Dear Gloria, 





We thank you and Bethel Church for the lovely gift basket that you delivered to us. It really touched our hearts. We hope that you have a very Merry Christmas.





			Sincerely,





		      Jessie & Eddie McCann











We miss you and pray for you and Pastor Matt!





Merry Christmas!





Ginger & Anthony





Dear Colleagues in Ministry:


 


A review of the most recent apportionment report from the conference center has indicated that your congregation has already fulfilled its commitment to the 2010 shared ministry apportionments of our conference.


 


I would like to thank you and your congregations for the tireless efforts that have made this achievement possible.  Please convey my gratitude to your congregations and accept my appreciation for the role you play in this great denomination in which God has called us to minister.


 


                                                                  Sincerely,


 


                                                                 Noel N. Chin








Audio Bible for Liturgists


Want to be a liturgist? 


It's pretty simple. 


   Bethelumcsi.com has a link to the audio Bible, 


and you can listen to the readings for Sunday!  


Click “Links” tab, go to Bible Study/biblegateway.com 


look for “listen to the Bible.”





The liturgist sign-up is outside the office door 


or just see Pastor Matt or Lillian Leary.








“Have a Heart” in February





Remember that next month, our Sunday School would like you to “Have a Heart.” We will be making hearts that will be selected by members of the congregation. On the back of each heart will be an ingredient the children need to prepare the March meal for Project Hospitality. 


We’re looking forward to your support! 





   News from the Faith and Finance Team


  	


        Wow what a year!! Bethel returned to a fulltime Pastor as we welcomed Pastor Matt, his wife Hyesun and son James. Our new 2011 budget is over $110,000.00 and includes Bethel’s commitment to a fulltime Pastor. 





	Thanks to all the individuals and families who responded to our stewardship drive and made a commitment to Bethel's future. Feel free to contact Gloria Shaw if you still need envelopes for 2011 giving. 





  	As we continue a glorious new 2011 we ask everyone to pray for Bethel, our Pastor Matt and our lay leadership. We are the church on the go and growing!! Bring a friend, bring yourself and bless us with your presence!








Saturday Worship Service


Is Catching On.





In response to the need of many in our community to offer an alternative time for worship, Bethel began holding Saturday Worship in October. We invite you to join us on Saturdays at 5pm for worship featuring contemporary Christian praise songs on guitar and drums, preaching, and prayer.
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Get Awards Dinner Tickets Early





Bethel United Methodist Church is proud to honor Vickie Rivelli and Dottie Baker


at the Staten Island Council of Churches Awards Dinner scheduled for February 3rd. 


Please see Arlene Schweikert or Pastor Matt 


to reserve your tickets. 


(Deadline for tickets is January 20th)





Trustees Update





2010 was a year that saw quite a few improvements in Bethel Church. Of particular mention:





I.S. 34 helped us considerably be cleaning up our cemetery in the Spring.


A new sound system has been installed in the sanctuary.


The floors of the fellowship hall have been sanded, stained, and finished – looks great!


The light fixtures in the sanctuary have been repaired.


We have invested in a one-of-a-kind step ladder that has allowed us to “boldly go where no man has gone before” and will facilitate future repairs and maintenance.





Special thanks to Tom Kasprowitz, George Jensen, and Rob Cherrick for their hard work and creativity that continue to make Bethel a brighter, safer, and more beautiful church!











Bethel United Methodist Church


7033 Amboy Road


Tottenville, NY 10307


Office: (718) 984-1277


Parsonage: (718) 984-1354


bumcsi@verizon.net





Sunday Schedule


 11:00 AM:  Worship


         11:15 AM: Sunday School


                                      (after Children’s Sermon)


   12:15 pm Social Hour





      Saturday Worship: 5:00 PM


Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 PM (at the parsonage)


Prayer Service: 6:00 AM daily




















Epiphany: January 6th





Epiphany commemorates the day that the Magi, or Wise Men, arrived to pay homage to the baby Jesus. In some cultures, Epiphany is known as the Day of the Kings (Dia de los Reyes). It is also known as Twelfth Day or Twelfth Night, reflecting an old custom of giving a gift for each of the days from December 25 to January 6 for the 12 days of Christmas. The day has special meaning for a number of reasons. Several branches of Christianity celebrate the birth of the Christ Child on January 6 or January 7 


The word epiphany means appearance or manifestation. The texts for the Sundays after the Epiphany dramatize the many ways that people came to understand who Jesus was, through his baptism, the miracle at the wedding, through Jesus’ own words, or, as in the case of the Magi, a star in the night sky.


The Epiphany season begins on January 6, and continues until the day before Ash Wednesday (which begins Lent). The last Sunday of Epiphany is Transfiguration Sunday.














Lectionary Readings


January 6, 2011 [White or Gold]�Epiphany of the Lord�Isaiah 60:1-6�Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 (UMH 795)�Ephesians 3:1-12�Matthew 2:1-12


January 9, 2011 [White]�Baptism of the Lord�First Sunday after the Epiphany�Isaiah 42:1–9�Psalm 29 (UMH 761)�Acts 10:34-43�Matthew 3:13-17 


January 16, 2011 [Green]�Second Sunday after the Epiphany�Isaiah 49:1–7�Psalm 40:1–11 (UMH 774)�1 Corinthians 1:1–9�John 1:29–42


January 23, 2011 [Green]�Third Sunday after the Epiphany�Isaiah 9:1-4�Psalm 27:1, 4-9 (UMH 758)�1 Corinthians 1:10-18�Matthew 4:12-23


January 30, 2011 [Green]�Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany�Micah 6:1-8�Psalm 15 (UMH 747)�I Corinthians 1:18-31�Matthew 5:1-12








Important Days in January





January 11th ………. Human Trafficking Awareness Day 


January 16th ………..Human Relations Day 


January 17th ………..Martin Luther King Day


January 23rd ………..Ecumenical Sunday


January 18th – 25th …Week of Prayer for Christian Unity





Spend Some Time in the Word Every Day





Visit





http://www.upperroom.org/devotional





and read Upper Room’s


 daily devotional. 


Or just visit our website at





� HYPERLINK "http://www.bethelumcsi.com" �www.bethelumcsi.com�


and click the link on the home page.





Bethel Opens Early for Prayers


How lovely is your dwelling place, LORD Almighty!


(Psalm 84:1)


That’s right! Each and every morning, you’re invited to come pray at Bethel. Doors open at 6am. Come join us! Get your day started by spending some quiet time with the Lord. And join the pastor for a Fellowship Breakfast every Saturday morning after prayers.
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