Matthew 5:21-37
21“You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ 22But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, ‘You fool,’ you will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, 24leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 
27“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell. 31“It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
33“Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; anything more than this comes from the evil one. 

1 Corinthians 3:1-9
3And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but rather as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? 4For when one says, “I belong to Paul,” and another, “I belong to Apollos,” are you not merely human? 
5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of each. 9For we are God’s servants, working together; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

Last night we looked at the reading from the Gospel of Matthew, and I made the point (I hope) that Jesus is not so concerned about the “dos” and “don’ts” as he is about our relationship with God and our relationship with one another. 
· It’s relatively easy to go through life without killing someone, but how long can you go without getting harboring anger or launching insults at someone else? 
· Most of us can remain faithful to our wives or husbands in our actions, BUT WHAT ABOUT OUR THOUGHTS? 
Jesus us challenging us to envision exactly what the Kingdom of Heaven is like: It’s not just a place where laws are obeyed; it’s a place where relationships are cherished and nurtured. 

In the reading that Beth gave from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, we see an example of a church where relationships are NOT being cherished or nurtured. The church of Corinth is a church that has lost sight of what Christ intended the church to be. 

It kinda reminds me of the Burger King that was over here on the corner…

· Jesus established the Church as an extension of his own ministry, a place where God is glorified through our service and our worship.
· The church of Corinth was a divided, dysfunctional assembly of individuals who argued amongst themselves.
· Jesus established the Church for loving fellowship among believers.
· Corinth was a church plagued with contentious factions more interested in asserting their own authority than the authority of God.
· The failure of the church of Corinth to focus in on its mission can make us wonder if it was a church at all. Paul throws that question to them in a very direct way; “as long as there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations?”

Paul doesn’t go so far as to say, “You are not Christians,” but he does say that they are not MATURE Christians. 

One has to admire the fact that neither Jesus nor Paul minced words – 
· Jesus was very clear about what it takes to belong to the Kingdom of Heaven.
· Paul spoke bluntly, telling the members of the church in what ways they fell short of God’s expectations.

And both Jesus and Paul faced scorn and rejection:
· We’re quite familiar with the rejection that Jesus faced before his death as the high priests conspired to kill him, but there were people who heard his message and refused to accept it.
· And Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians must have gone over like a lead balloon, because his second letter indicates that the problems in Corinth have only compounded.
· It seems that either Jesus or Paul might have met with greater success if they had “toned down” their message slightly.
· Instead of calling the Pharisees “a brood of vipers,” Jesus could have said, “try to think nice thoughts of others.”
· And Paul, instead of calling the whole congregation of the Corinthians “immature” Christians who can’t even handle solid food, could have just said, “you have great growth potential.”
· It seems like Jesus and Paul would have been more ‘likeable’ characters if they had been a bit more sensitive to the feelings of their audience.

Jesus and Paul spoke with a great sense of urgency; 

And Paul, as a servant of Christ, was very blunt, warning his churches against jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, slander, gossip, arrogance and disorder – telling the people of the church in Corinth that they were babies in their faith.

As I prayed about this sermon, and this passage in 1 Corinthians, I was humbled.
· I wondered if the divisions that Paul recognized in the Corinthian church were obvious to the congregation.
· I thought that maybe, by all appearances, the Church at Corinth resembled our own church.
· Maybe the disputes between factions were not openly displayed; maybe the conflict was more subtle. 
· What if Paul had written such a letter to us? 
· A letter indicting us for our fleshiness or Spiritual weakness?

The first question we might ask ourselves upon receiving such a letter is: Will we read it all at one time? 
· That question itself tells us something of our misplaced priorities.
· We’ve become so accustomed to the one hour worship service.
· Would we even have the patience to hear Paul’s critique?

And whether we read this letter over the course of a day or week or a year, HOW WOULD WE RESPOND TO HIS CRITICISM?
· Would we accept it lovingly
· Or would we think that he had mistakenly sent the letter to the wrong church – Oh he must have been thinking that we were Saint Paul’s Church or that Baptist Church.
· Would we discard it? 

People in churches spend a lot of time walking on eggshells.
· While it is important to be sensitive to others’ feelings, do we tolerate things that we shouldn’t tolerate?
· If there’s someone who rubs us the wrong way, by word or deed, do we approach that person in a spirit of love or do we simply avoid that person?
· AND HOW OPEN ARE WE TO THE CRITIQUE OF THOSE AROUND US? 
· (SOMETIMES A CHURCH CAN BE SO CONSCIOUS OF NUMBERS – HOW MANY PEOPLE FILL THE PEWS – THAT THE PEOPLE BEND OVER BACKWARDS NOT TO SAY OR DO ANYTHING THAT MIGHT CAUSE A PERSON TO LEAVE THE CHURCH.
· You can become so careful not to offend that nothing of any substance is ever said or done.
· And while a church may grow NUMERICALLY, there is no INTERNAL growth among the members.

Think for a moment about the people that you have the most intense arguments with. 
· Think of those that you’ve shed the most tears over.
· Think of those that have hurt you the most inside.

Chances are that is person is the one you would take out to dinner on Valentine’s Day.
· It’s the person you would rush to the hospital if they were sick.
· It’s the one for whom you would drop everything during a crisis. 

Anyone who been in a relationship knows, with love comes great honesty.
And you tend be the hardest on the people you love the most. And they tend to be the hardest on you.

Paul loved the Church of Corinth, and therefore he was hard on them – he wanted them to grow SPIRITUALLY. He doesn’t mention how many people were attending worship services, because his focus was on the people that WERE attending, and he wanted to make sure that they didn’t lose focus on their mission – which was making disciples for Jesus Christ.

We have the same sacred mission as the church of Corinth had.
· We’re kingdom builders.
· We are charged with the task of establishing God’s reign in this world
· A reign that is characterized by love for one another and for God.
· And as long as our love is not perfect, we have a responsibility to correct and be corrected, to admonish and be admonished
· All with the goal of glorifying God. 

Let us pray that God would instill in each of us a passion for Christ’s church, a passion that will help us to fully embrace one another in Christian love and thus empower us to help one another grow in Christ.




