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Greetings in Christ!

Wow! What a busy time we’ve had these past few months, and particularly in the past few weeks as the Cranberry Festival burst onto the scene. Now Thanksgiving is upon us, and as Advent approaches (it begins on November 28th), we prepare our hearts to celebrate the coming of God Incarnate. 
The Advent season is such a special time for Christians. Amidst the hustle and bustle Christmas shopping, it’s all too easy to forget the reason we spend so much time and energy buying gifts for those we love. God gave us a gift that no money could buy, a gift that is infinitely more valuable than anything the earth could offer. God gave us his only son, a Savior, Immanuel. He came to bring light to a dark and desperate world, and that light would lead us to life everlasting.
God came to us as one of us. In fact he came dependent upon us, a weak, vulnerable child who would need to be cared for. His parents would have to flee their own home, their own country to save the baby Jesus and keep him safe from those who would dare to take his life. 
How wonderful that God involved Mary and Joseph in his plan for our salvation! How wonderful that he involves us even today. I pray that your life would reflect the joy of Christ’s coming during this Advent season and throughout the New Year. Let us share the Good News of Jesus Christ with those who may forget that Christmas is a holy-day (holiday). 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. (2 Peter 1:2)
20th Annual Cranberry Festival Was a Success!
During my first months of service to Bethel, members would sometimes say to me, “Wait till you see the Cranberry Festival.” Having finally witnessed the event, I can honestly say that I was not disappointed. An amazing effort by all involved! From the door-to-door sales of advertising in the Cr[image: image3.wmf]anberry Journal to the massive baking projects to the serving of dinners and breakfasts (over 1,000 pancakes served!) to hundreds of friends, family and neighbors, the event was a well-organized success. Seeing the team at work was like watching a Broadway production – so well-choreographed you should be nominated for a Tony Award. Kudos to all those who gave so much of their time and energy to make the festival a success. And praise God, who inspires us to come together as one church, one body, to carry on such an event year after year, adding new faces to our labor force and giving the veterans the strength and motivation to do it all (yet) again. One has to acknowledge that God had a hand in the Cranberry Festival; there’s no way that so few of us could accomplish so much without some help from above. 
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Our Covenant:  

To faithfully share our prayers, our presence, 

our gifts, our service, and our witness.
Our Prayers
[image: image5.wmf]Please pray for Bethel United Methodist Church, that we may witness to the transforming light and love of God in word and deed; pray also for these persons: The Curto Family, Danielle S., Richie, Nicole Jensen, Mike Burke, Norma Monty, Carole Passarini, Glenn Bergrin, Shirley Blauth, the Shiekes family, Arthur & Elizabeth Holmberg, the Ward family, Frankie Filapazzo and family, Donald Perera, Jimmy Hills, Guen, Eric Brown, Dorothy Dolan, Corine Rogers, Carolyn Leary, Carol Josey, the family of Jessica Moore, Celia Perla, Lyan Eagan, Mary Ward, Mary Lake, Jill Kelly, James Cambareri, Adrian, Elise Weiser, Peter Rocchio, Dawn Foxxe, Robert Helbig, Nancy Aaman, Hilly Zusi, Family of Melissa, Pearl Ameduri, John Gelles, the Belfiori family, Bill Cameron, Mildred Ekstrand, Caroline Hockins, Marion Iatauro,  Wally Eagle, Rudy Geiger, Tom Harkins, Samila, Estelle Rudd,  Irene Olsen, Carol Plumb, Ann Reimenschneider, Isabel Taylor, the People of Haiti, our Service members and their families.
Our Presence

Through events like the Cranberry Festival, during which hundreds of our neighbors experience Bethel’s hospitality, through our continued service to Project Hospitality and Saint Paul’s Food Pantry, through visits to the homebound, through Christmas Caroling, and through the individual efforts of so many brothers and sisters in Christ, we continue a ministry of presence throughout our community.  
Our Gifts

We often overlook the significance of our Offerings. Giving our first fruits to God is an act of worship. God has provides us with more than we can ever offer him. Our gifts are our way of saying “thank you” to God. God then employs our gifts to build his kingdom on earth. This Christmas, we have prepared shoe boxes of gifts for Samaritan’s Purse and will be presenting Love Baskets to members of our congregation who are homebound. What a joy that God invites us to participate in his ministry to the world!
         Our Service
Bethel continues to be a “beacon of light” to the community as we work with organizations like Project Hospitality to provide food and shelter to those in need. Particular thanks to Arlene Schweikert, who tirelessly defrosted mashed potatoes, and to Alex and Trisha, who baked cookies for the meal we served on November 19th. We welcome all who would like to join in the fun of preparing our January meal.
Our Witness
Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ is the greatest gift anyone could give, the greatest service anyone could perform. Bethel is pleased to offer two worship services (Sundays at 11am and Saturdays at 5pm) and two Bible studies (Tuesdays at 7pm and Wednesdays at 10am). As a result, God has blessed us with three new members, who by confession of faith will be joining Bethel on Sunday, November 28th. We will be celebrating together at the parsonage following our morning worship servic

Worship Leaders

Would you like to serve as a reader?  An usher?  A greeter?  Do you sing or play an instrument?  Sunday worship is the most important time of the week!  We need your help to provide hospitality and to enrich our worship life as a congregation.  If you would like to serve in any of these roles, please speak to Pastor Matt.  

Holiday
Love Baskets

Each year Bethel puts together holiday baskets that are delivered to church members and friends that are homebound, sick or just in need of some cheer. You can help by sharing donations of the items listed below, helping to put the baskets together and/or delivering a basket.  About 1 week before Christmas we put them together and deliver.  You may also make a cash donation that is used to purchase fresh fruit or whatever else is needed.

Suggested Items

Instant oatmeal         
Cup-o-soup

Pudding cups            
Fruit cups

Applesauce cups      

Tea bags

Raisins 


Coffee packets

Hard candy              

Hot chocolate   

Juice box (apple or cranberry) 

Cheese and crackers or pretzels (single serving size)

Muffins, cakes, brownies or cookies 

If you know of someone who you’d like to receive a Holiday Love Basket, please contact Lay Leader, Arlene Schweikert at 718-948-1350. 
Keyboard Musician Wanted
Bethel is looking for a keyboard musician to play for Sunday worship as well as for special occasions. Salary depends on experience.  If interested, you can reach  us at 718-984-1277 or bumcsi@verizon.net
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Fellowship Hour

Help provide welcome and hospitality by donating time or food to our Sunday social time after worship.  This is an easy way to make a big difference in the life of the congregation.  Simply help set up the social hall, make coffee, bring goodies to add to the table, and/or help clean up.  To serve, please speak with Arlene Schweikert, 718-948-1350.

Musicians

Got a yen for music? We’re always welcoming those who would like to make joyful noises unto the Lord. Let Pastor Matt know if you would like to share your gift with our worshipers.   
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 New Members Celebration

Sunday, November 28th, 12–2 pm
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Come join us at the parsonage                       (241 Bethel Ave.) immediately after the morning worship service to welcome Alex Henoumont, Anula Perera, and Trisha Romano to Bethel UMC. Let’s give them the type of warm welcome for which Bethel is renowned, as well as some good food! Please let Pastor Matt know if you would like to bring a covered dish to the celebration. You can reach him at                 718-984-1354 or bumcsi@verizon.net.
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South Shore Band Holiday Concert
Friday, December 3rd, 8 pm
Enjoy this wonderful concert for the entire family featuring many holiday and popular classics.  
New location this year:  Egbert Intermediate School, I.S. #2, 333 Midland Ave. (off Hylan Blvd). 
Tickets may be purchased at the door, $5/adult, $2/child.  For more info call 718-948-0688 or visit www.southshoreband.org

The season schedule
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Advent [image: image12.png]


Daily Bible

       Readings
First Week 

Sun: Isa 1:1-9; Matt 25:1-13      

      
 Mon: Isa 1:10-20; Luke 20:1-8
Tue:  Ps 119; Luke 20:9-18

Wed:  Isa 2:1-11; Luke 20:19-26
Thur: Ps 18:1-20; Luke 20:27-40
Fri:  Isa 3:8-15; 1 Thes 4:1-12
Sat:  Ps 20; 1 Thes 4:13-18


Bethel United Methodist Church

7033 Amboy Road

Tottenville, Staten Island, NY 10307

Pastor Matt Schaeffer





    �  The Bethel Beacon
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Bethel United Methodist Church						                 November/December 2010





The First Sunday of Advent is  November 28th.


Come welcome our new members!





Church Office: 718-984-1277


Pastor’s Study:  718-984-1354


Email: bumcsi@verizon.net


Cell phone:  631-492-7993*


  *for pastoral emergencies and urgent business  











Sunday Schedule 


Worship, 11:00 am


Children and Youth Sunday School, 11:15 am (following Children’s Message) 


Fellowship Hour, 12:15





Christmas Eve Schedule


8:00 pm Family Service at Bethel UMC





Upcoming Meetings


Wednesday, Dec. 1st 	Administrative Council Meeting, 7:30 pm








Honor or remember a loved one with Christmas Poinsettias!


Fill out the enclosed order form or call the church office, 718-984-1277


�








COMMUNICATIONS your thing?





We’re looking for:





Creator/Designer/Webmaster for a Bethel WEBSITE 





Editor for Beacon Newsletter 





Please contact Pastor Matt to volunteer!
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Come Christmas Caroling with us!


    We will be going Christmas caroling on Friday, December 17th starting at 7pm. We will be   


    singing carols to church members and others in the community who are not able to get out 


    much. If you would like to join us, please contact Pastor Matt at 718-984-1277


     Afterwards we’ll come back to the church for hot chocolate.








Purchase Poinsettias





If you would like to place a poinsettia plant in church for Christmas Eve and 


Christmas Sunday, please fill out and return the enclosed form to Gloria Shaw no 


later than December 6th, or you may contact Gloria at (718) 984-7136.








�





DECK THE HALLS for Advent and Christmas!  Saturday, December 4th, 10 am


We need help sorting through all our greenery and décor—and getting our sanctuary and other            common spaces appropriately “trimmed” for the season.  Please come and lend a hand.  Thanks!





Second Week





Sun: Ps 148; 2 Pet 3:11-18


Mon: Isa 5:8-23; 1 Thes 5:1-11


Tue: Ps 26; 1 Thes 5:12-28


Wed: Isa 6:1-13; 2 Thes 1:1-12


Thur: Ps 37; 2 Thes 2:1-12


Fri: Ps 31; 2 Thes 2:13-3:5


Sat: Isa 8:1-15; 2 Thes 3:6-18





Third Week





Sun:  Ps 63; Jn 3:22-30


Mon:  Isa 8:16-9:1; 2 Pet 1:1-11


Tue:  Isa 9:1-11; 2 Pet 1:12-21


Wed:  Isa 9:8-17; 2 Pet 2:1-10a


Thur:  Isa 9:18-10:4; 2 Pet 2:10b-16


Fri:  Isa 10:5-19; 2 Pet 2:17-22


Sat:  Isa 10:20-27; Jude 17-25








Fourth Week





Sun:  Isa 42:1-12;Jn 3:16-21


Mon:  Isa 11:1-9; Jn 5:30-47


Tue:  Isa 11:10-16; Luke 1:5-25


Wed:  Isa 28:9-22; Luke 1:26-38


Thur:  Isa 29:13-24; Luke 1:39-56


Fri:  Isa 35:1-10; Luke 1:67-80














Special Musical Event on Dec. 5





Bethel will be blessed with


a special guest for Sunday worship.


Soprano Claire Stadtmueller


has appeared at Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center. We look forward to hosting her and hope that you and your family will join us for this event!





Stewardship Sunday





Last week, we sent out letters to our members and friends asking them to prayerfully consider how they might serve God through their gifts and tithing. On Sunday, December 12th we will be collecting Covenant Cards with the offerings. If you need a card, please contact the church at 718-984-1277 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:bumcsi@verizon.com" �bumcsi@verizon.com� 





�





Have a joyful


Thanksgiving!
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